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NBTC dialogue with digital TV operators falls flat

NANAT SUCHIVA

After almost two months of brainstorming,
the broadeasting committee of the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC) failed again vester-
day to reach a resolution for ailing digital
TV companies.

The development follows almost two
months of discussion among the NBTC
and 24 digital TV operators, in concert

with the Council of State, the Attorney-
General's Office and the Finance Ministry.
Officials are seelding ways to help the
operators weather their financial difficulties
and facilitate a smooth digital transition.
“We have no authority to postpone the
auction fee instalment for the troubled
digital TV operators, as it could create a
competitive advantage for a particular com-
pany and discourage competition,” said
NBTC secretary-general Takorn Tantasith.

“There is no legislation or law allowing us
to make any change in the contracts we
made with the digital TV operators, includ-
ing the postponement of instalment pay-
ments for digital TV auction fees and the
return of licences.”

Mr Takorn said the requests by troubled
digital TV companies could inflict serious
damage to the country if granted.

Instead, the NBTC is considering other
measures to help cash-strapped operators.

One option could be to ask the National
Legislative Assembly to enact a particular
law to help the operators.

According to Mr Takorn, the NBTC's
broadcasting panel has the authority to
accept only two proposals requested by
digital TV companies: reducing the amount
ofthe universal service obligation (USO) fee
that companies must pay from 2% to 0.1-
1%, and accelerating the distribution of the
remaining 11.6 million subsidy coupons for

digital TV sets and set-top boxes.

The regulator expects to settle on a solu-
tion before the digital TV operators are due
to pay the third instalment of auction fees
on May 22.

The operators made a 10-point pro-
posal to the NBTC in January, including
requests for distribution of the remaining
subsidy coupons, postponement of the
third auction fee instalment and the return
of licences.
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Law restrains NBTC from giving ailing digital TV operators what they want

WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THE NATION

THE BROADCASTING regulator is unable to
respond positively to the industry’s main
requests for remedial measures to assist trou-
bled digital-TV players because of legal limita-
tions, its secretary-general said yesterday.

Takorn Tantasith said a special meeting of
the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission could not
agree to the main requests floated recently by a
group of digital-TV operators through the NBTC
panel assigned to solve problems in terrestrial
digital-TV business.

As to the chief issue, Takorn said the NBTC
was not able to help ailing operators exit from
digital-TV business by allowing them to return
their licences without having to pay the remain-
ing instalments of the auction fee, due to limita-
tions imposed by law.

“If a TV broadcaster really wants to quit
the business, the company must comply with
the broadcasting rules by paying the remain-
ing instalments of upfront licences fees,” he
added.

However, to help ease the situation for ailing
TV broadcasters, he said that his office would
present an idea to the junta, seeking an oppor-
tunity to amend some legal details, particularly
in regard to ownership transfer under Section 43
of the 2010 Act on Organisation to Assign Radio
Frequency and to Regulate Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Services.

The aim would be to pave the way for new
players to enter the still-new digital-TV market,
making it easier for troubled broadcasters to exit
the business.

Under Section 43 of the law, a radio frequen-
cy licence for sound broadcasting and television
broadcasting services is the exclusive right of the
licensee, and not transferable.

News ID: C-160310003049 (10 Mar 16/05:52)

Takorn said the decision reached at the
regulator’s special meeting was also based
on the views from representatives of the
Council of State, the Finance Ministry and the
Office of the Attorney General, which opposed
the notion, arguing that full payment of the
licence fee was a major responsibility of each
operator as a key element of protecting the
national benefit.

The NBTC also decided not to pursue other
key issues raised by the ailing operators, in-
cluding delaying the third instalment of the
upfront licence fee and extending the term of
licences.

Under Section 42 of 2010 Act, all licence-
holders must pay the licence fee yearly at an
appropriate rate for the type of licence
in accordance with the Broadcasting Act.

However, financially struggling digital-TV
stations might still find some relief because
the broadcasting regulator will start con-

sidering lowering the research and develop-
ment fee from 2 per cent to less than 1 per
cent.

Takorn said the R&D fee reduction was a key
issue in the draft amended rule on fee collection
for the Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Research and Development Fund for the Public
Interest.

The draft rule will soon be put to a public
hearing.

Under the draft, a broadcaster must pay
0.1-1 per cent of its gross revenue as an
annual fee, which will be collected for the
fund.

Fee collection will not be retroactive after
the implementation of the amended rule.

Under the old rule, a broadcaster has to
pay up to 2 per cent of gross revenue for the
R&D fund, but the NBTC has not yet started
calling on the 24 digital-TV broadcasters to pay
up.

% IQNEWSCII}) InfoQuest Limited 888/178 Ploenchit Rd., 17th Fl. Mahatun Plaza Bldg., Lumpini, Patumwan, Bangkok 10330

www.ignewsclip.com

Tel. 0-2253-5000, 0-2651-4700 Fax. 0-2253-5001, 0-2651-4701 Email: help@ignewsclip.com

Page: 1/1




nasy

Thai Rath
Circulation: 1,000,000
Ad Rate: 1,600

Section: First Section/a11LAsugfalnesy

Fuft: ngwaus 10 fwan 2559

i#: 67 atufi: 21233 w1 8(naw)
Col.Inch: 14.22  Ad Value: 22,752 PRValue (x3): 68,256
Wazaz1a: nang.neenazidunilaelowdlaldaiungyrion

Aad: 217-6n

nemd.nenengasfinle
n(analuldraunIINa

WIWFING FUNANS IEBMIANENIIIMINININTENIEY AN
Tnaiand wagiianis Tnsamnauuiand (nama.) nan madszapon
AIMIHATII LT tonnd ST wofla e (i)
woolotoa, 135 npghow yineduva nouyiindi il nazuisn
iiToit v (unana) otloaris 2 v agninieloteadoadt 14ms il
wimpplioninntsziudnlszya 4 Fadu 00 inzdiadaeusnlu
Suil u iLaihfu 53001 eaq) Jueumny s dw'limirtioanlsnata
mnanaaii hildidewenigudy marzwimgezinahsziu uan i
Tasaihu deahlidhTasashonniilof vailiolatoadomsldaduinom
5 wnadsnd Tudnmoadiues Tunu vsoauuud 9 Failihils
mszwvadabhnhizdu szveldon namwilild e nema il
Usznoumisindidalindulviviaruomdnaialiiiil Goila) “oloion
uaitszapsh vaillvidonnauidondoTasathu Tnsanaa (Tauila)
funidem Tidia udacdia aouyiiatiu S o) wiodima uih 8 du
@ Jufideheebiifetdamduduethanien dndn 400,000 @y
wnuifis Thigniiiianaldindu eoo mnuidind danafesvenliidudy”

S%&212: €-160310009119 (10 #.A. 59/05:43)

&7 iQNewsClip

www.ignewsclip.com

visn AulWiaaan siim 888/178 DIATINNTNUNATE Fu 17 oumniuia up9auRil wAnaiu n3amw 10330
Tns 0-2253-5000, 0-2651-4700 unnt 0-2253-5001, 0-2651-4701 #a: help@ignewsclip.com

HU 171




Section: First Section/\F3¥3Na
IUN: WOAFUS 10 AwIAN 2559

dgsy

d9: 66 adun: 22963 wu 6(UnaN)
Siam Rath Col.Inch: 21.16  Ad Value: 17,986 PRValue (x3): 53,958 AfY: 2717-61
Circulation: 900,000 o ¥t vL ! 4 o Yo o
Ad Rate: 850 #I28217: 18 aLaFLIIAARALNALNZNAY

19 loeaNARLALNALTTNAL

wenaie AMULEIINT TDRT15MT
AnznITNNsiamanszadee fans
Tl washanislnsanuianwiasi
(nans. ) aweIn nﬂmlﬁ@wjn%wﬁ
unauemud ulvs wein (olewed)
wazvSHnuaanud 1asiaa winvesa (AWN)
wiswse uiEnmggr ey gileiuza
ﬂaugﬁtﬂﬁ"u (TUC) U’%ﬁ'ﬂ’lunq‘u TEERTFS
ApdUBiTtu (TRUE) uazuwafiled (TOT)
:uwﬁaummoﬁuﬂiﬂd@’lﬁ‘u’%nﬁ e
TowwadasdianIotneiusn1saiu 900 MHz

edifiossnme TUC Foaziiug
Lsuluayanaliiusnmauuadu 900 MHz
wlni wariiledl Tugmsidufuims
e laTeTed lEsuneudnianioloioaly
Tugeneuntndl Ifsusliolowauas

AWN wutnldaduuazianlasazneie
u%mir‘fugnﬁﬂﬁﬁdiﬂTﬂuﬁﬁﬂlﬂﬁun%nﬁﬁ
3G uisldlifadymdusy Tauelowes
e AWN Lﬂup‘uﬂ'ﬂhummﬂmaﬂmmmﬁ
Tofi uaz TUC V:Lﬂupﬁ\lﬁﬁ"mm\lﬁﬁnmu
vildlugmzglauluayanaaiu Wosdu
TUG Ysziufunelédifiouas 450 &muum
Lflum‘sﬁﬂmmmﬂ’lﬁﬁaﬁﬂﬂﬁuﬁﬂﬁ:gn\lﬁ

agnlsfian mnieloesduduns
Budanlsnsistu use ndia udaifia pen
fofiedu  (Funa) Lﬁmﬂﬁunq‘u@nﬁﬁﬁa
nanfudasivnulalduaziiudniunas
lowes doduelawaimadanimingan
Aanlassineilefiuas uaedidasanal
TUC gondanlFsulumslandiotufuna
maelawaanslinousudaiuendoilile

S%&212: €-160310021098 (10 #.A. 59/06:05)
¥ IQNewsClip

www.ignewsclip.com

ﬁa{fﬁauﬁﬁﬁm’[umm:f{ﬁaﬁﬁarjmﬂﬁ
Tailigausumaelowaldduveliveounns
nm'ﬂ'mmgﬂ%’ﬂé‘iu 900 MHz aenludn 3
weu wnzdafigldvszanu 8 dused
Toutihaluifhugnér AwN Tafuanabdm
2100 MHz 52uu 3G udldldidsunios
T893UNUTTUY 3G daugndi 2G ARU 900
MHz flatj 8 WEUTIEUANBAMENTINNT
fanslnsanun AN (ﬂﬂﬁ.)\lﬂﬂuﬂlﬁuﬁﬁliﬂﬁ
e aziiananIznuiianul sy 8.8
fnuse Aadludszann. 8% woed g
Tistaving 90 & ws1e uazvi i lnsmiula
16 las namz.aerzasnluayaariuAa
8t 900 MHz Ty TUG Tusudl 14 el
Hovziflunavilvign 2G Ay 900 MHz fu
adlunafibfuzasiuil 14 S50

HU 171

visn AulWiaaan siim 888/178 DIATINNTNUNATE Fu 17 oumniuia up9auRil wAnaiu n3amw 10330
Tns 0-2253-5000, 0-2651-4700 unnt 0-2253-5001, 0-2651-4701 #a: help@ignewsclip.com



UGabu

Matichon
Circulation: 900,000
Ad Rate: 1,100

d9: 39
Col.Inch: 12.98

Section: First Section/\F3¥3Na

Fuft: ngwaus 10 fwian 2559

avuf: 13878

Ad Value: 14,278
Wazaz1a: La"[,aLaﬁLLrTanngﬂaLﬁ'lﬂﬁmma

Wi 8(5'1\1?7'1&1)
PRValue (x3): 42,834

Aa&ad: 2717-60

wlaladufinumsaiipiuuag

WNLARNT FuttTaaT SeaaInam
AMENTINMENANENTEN BN fems
Inwiand uazfamalnsmennauuienf
(nama) shufansnsanay Glauus
H1 Slatuft 9 fwan dniie navs.
TagwswmannuSsn wosnnwl Su
W5 wofia $iim Gona vidowala
188 U5 13 g 18 gilliaiusa Aau
infiadu e wasudin flofl e

Ty Nndansol ﬂgtﬂuﬂTﬁLﬂIﬂ
walupusldnuaiumutiin 900
wnzEsed mudondnuiy uh
Tirundurnativomsstalllftn 3
\dau alvialaaaloushegnén 23
A9NMNIZUY

WHABRANATIT BaAINMINSaWL
wlmaauazngbisnsoanaudauls
fuld Tawalaaaudeindoenisly

S%&212: €-160310020144 (10 #.A. 59/06:08)

7 iQNewsClip

www.ignewsclip,com

afuaud Tudaiusaeiand 1
(895-905 Lunzifisnd @il 940-950
wnzadiserd) Fafhusheafuidm e
Ty wsaauuud $1ria ausmeszaa
il daiialaa dnsgndn
atfluseniudonan Febisansou
dynnniisineniuninmsy (905-915
NNz seed Al 950-960 wnzwd)
T uddusidiuimnauifamai
walaLeasavin nymansaiaiee nav.
16 Fadevanelnanasnea: Sundn
At 10 Snewil

visn AulWiaaan siim 888/178 DIATINNTNUNATE Fu 17 oumniuia up9auRil wAnaiu n3amw 10330
Tns 0-2253-5000, 0-2651-4700 unnt 0-2253-5001, 0-2651-4701 #a: help@ignewsclip.com

HU 171




Section: Business/NATIONAL

Date: Thursday 10 March 2016

No: -

Ad Value: 44,460

Bangkok Post

Page: B3(Center)
PRValue (x3): 133,380

Volume: -

Bangkok Post Col.Inch: 29.64
Circulation: 70,000

Ad Rate: 1,500

Clip: Full Color

Headline: AIS turns down True’'s 'hefty’ B450m payment call for 2G

7 iQNewsClip

www.ignewsclip.com

AIS turns down True’s ‘hefty’
B450m payment call for 2G

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

Advanced Info Service (AIS) has rejected
a proposal made by True Corporation for
the company to pay what it terms a hefty
spectrum fee payment in exchange for
retaining its 2G customers on
the 900-megahertz network
for three months.

AITS, the country’s largest
mobile operator, said it will
pay a spectrum fee to use
only 5MHz of bandwidth on
the 900MHz network instead
of 20MHz as proposed.

AIS has only 400,000 2G
customers on the 900MHz
networl, with the remaining
7.6 million users migrated to
Total Access Communication
(DTAC) under a network roaming agree-
ment, said Korkij Danchaivichit, deputy
secretary-general of the National Broad-
casting and Telecommunications Com-
mission (NBTC).

The development came after repre-
sentatives of the three parties failed to

Korkij: Compromise
still unlikely

reach a resolution on customer reten-
tion yesterday.

The NBTC called on AIS, True Move
H Universal Communication (TUC), a
subsidiary of True Corporation, and TOT
Plc, the concession owner of the 900MHz
spectrum, to discuss 2G net-
work infrastructure to ensure
service continuity.

TUC proposed the NBTC
give AIS another three
months to oversee the 8 mil-
lion 2G customers on the
900MHz spectrum network.
TUC will own the licence to
operate the spectrum three
days after it makes the first
instalment payment plus
three bank guarantees, slated
for this Friday.

TUC will charge AIS 450 million bahta
month for a spectrum rental fee. AIS must
also discuss with TOT if the state telecom
enterprise is going to charge it a 2G net-
work equipment fee.

AIS previously operated 2G service
on the 900MHz spectrum under TOT's
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concession, which expired in September.

If TUC can make its first instalment
payment this Friday as scheduled, the
regulator can grant TUC a 900MHz licence
on Monday. This means AIS will have to
switch off its 2G network at midnight,
March 14.

Because AIS informed the NBTC it has
400,000 2G customers remaining, not the
8 million customers True assumed, the
former only needs to use 5MHz of band-
width in the first spectrum slot won by JAS
Mobile Broadband, not the one owned by
TUC, Mr Korkij said.

He admitted the business model
proposals of AIS and TUC differ vastly,
making a compromise unlikely.

The NBTC will hold a meeting again
today regarding customer retention,
he said.

The NBTC said earlier it would force
AIS to retain its 2G customers on the
900Mhz network for another three months
to ensure service continuity. The regula-
tor does not want 2G users to deal with
a service disruption and will implement
laws to retain customers for three months.
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AlS asked to review plan to use
Jas spectrum for its 26 customers

SERVICE PROVIDER MIGHT LET 400,000 CUSTOMERS GO IF PLAN NOT ACCEPTED

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

THE NATIONAL Broadcasting
and Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC) yesterday
asked Advanced Info Service (AIS)
to review its plan to protect its 2G
subscribers in the part related to
Jas Mobile Broadband (JASMBB),
citing that the existing plan could
not be allowed.

I[talso asked AIS forinformation
about the new plan today, NBTC
secretary-general Takorn Tantasith
said. AIS will hold a board meeting
today on the matter.

The NBTC met with AIS, its sub-
sidiary  Advanced  Wireless

Network (AWN), TOT, and True
Move H Universal Communication
TUC)yesterday to seek ways to pre-
vent service disruption to the 8.4
million 2G subscribers in the AIS
group once it ends its 900MHz
serviceon Monday. The NBTCis set
toaward a900MHzlicenceto TUC.
The NBTC yesterday also asked
TUCand TOT to propose new solu-
tions to this issue.

AIS yesterday insisted that it
could protect its 2G subscribers by
having 8 million subscribers
roamed with DTAC’s 2G 1800MHz
band and the other 400,000
roamed withthe sSMHzof 900OMHz
spectrum band of Jas Mobile
Broadband (JASMBB), which won

the 900MHz licence in last year’s
bidding.

Of the 8.4 million customers, 8§
million are with the AWN network
and the rest are with AIS.

AIS might decide to let go of the
400,000 subscribers on its network
if it is not allowed to use JASMBB
band.

AIS to pay a fee

AIS will pay a fee for the use of
the JASM BB band tothe NBTC and
pay for the use of TOT’s 900MHz
network to provide the service.

The commission told AIS that it
could not do as it planned as the
NBTC has to keep the 900MHz

band for JASMBB. IfJASMBB fails
to pay the first instalment of the
licence up front to be eligible to get
the band, the NBTC will have to
keep it for reallocation. It cannot
allow AIS to use it.

TUC will pay the Bt8.04-billion
first instalment of the licence fee
and place bank guarantees for the
remaining instalments tomorrow.
Then the NBTC telecom commit-
tee will grant the 900MHz licence
to the company on Monday.
JASMBB has yet to inform the
NBTC when it will pay its instal-
ment. Both winners of 900MHz
licences, TUC and JASMBB, are
required to pay their first instal-
ment by March 21.
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TUC recently proposed to the
NBTC that it was willing to allow
AlStouseits 5SMHz ofits 9O0OMHz
band for a short time period to save
the existing 2G users on the condi-
tion that it would be paid for the
spectrum allotted to it.

The NBTC telecom committee
is considering applying clause 63
of the Frequency Allocation Law
for the plan to help the 2G users.
Tt might also ask the junta to
step in to solve the issue if all
related parties fail to agree on a
solution.

Article 63 empowers the NBTC
to use its licence holders’ equip-
ment to carry out any action in
the case of emergency in order
to maintain peace and national
security and to protect the public
interest.
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ANTI-GRAFT MOVE

Thai research group says public disclosure
is a key tactic for fighting corruption and
enhancing transparency. B2

Transparency ‘key to
beating corruption’

TDRI urges disclosure
of earnings, spending

PATHOM SANGWONGWANICH

Information disclosure to the public on
the earnings and expenditure of govern-
ment agencies and independent entities
is a crucial approach to tackle corruption
and enhance transparency,
says the Thailand Develop-
ment Research Institute
(TDRI).

“Disclosing information
is the most important means
to combat corruption and
there is no need to establish
any new organisation,” said
Deunden Nikomborirak, the
TDRI's research director for
economic governance.

State organisations lack
the motivation to comply
with the Official Information Act that has
been in effect since 1997 because there
is no evaluation of this issue in the key
performance index, she said.

Deunden: Difficult to
penalise agencies

Ms Deunden said there should be man-
datory enforcement of the disclosure of
earnings and spending among public
organisations and independent entities.

Independent organisations, for
instance, include the National Broadcast-
ing and Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC), Energy Regulatory Commission,
National Anti-Corruption Commission,
Securities and Exchange Commission and

the Bank of Thailand.
“Details should be revealed of how
much each committee

member spends on a daily
basis and of the sources where
revenues are generated from,”
Ms Deunden said.

Despite having the Office of
the Auditor-General to scru-
tinise accountability among
state executives, the informa-
tion should be unveiled to the
general public to ensure thor-
ough disclosure and transpar-
ency, she said.

She cited the Telecommu-
nications Regulatory Governance Index
published in 2011 to showcase Thailand’s
poor ranking for telecommunications gov-
ernance. The country was 128th among
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134 countries, far behind neighbours Sin-
gapore (10th) and Malaysia (45th).

Although the State Enterprises Policy
Commission or superboard is tasked
with overseeing policies of state enter-
prises, it still attains revenue from these
entities, preventing it from becoming
fully independent and self-reliant, said
Ms Deunden.

She said Thailand’s inefficient politi-
cal system made it difficult to penalise
state enterprises.

For example, the Senate could receive
a superboard report accusing the NBTC
of not being effective in its operations but
senators might decide not to penalise the
agency through budget cuts, she said.

Politicians lack a code of ethics on
conflicts of interest and do not feel guilty
aboutinstalling relatives into official posi-
tions in the entrenched patronage system,
said Ms Deunden.

Protocols should be established to dis-
close when higher-ranking officials con-
tact their subordinates or individuals from
other organisations, she said.

Public hearings on draft laws to ensure
ethical conduct among state officials
should be conducted before alaw is made,
she said.
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