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NBTC to close 900MHz network after row

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The mobile signals for second-generation
(2G) SIM cards on the 900-megahertz spec-
trum network will be cut off after midnight
on Monday, says the National Broadcast-
ing and Telecommunications Commission
(NETC).

The warning came after mobile leader
Advanced Info Service (AIS) and True Cor-
poration were unable to reach a win-win
solution on 2G network infrastructure after
asecond round of negotiations vesterday.

“We have no choice but to make our final
decision to shut down the 900MHz network
to end the unsettled conflict,” said NBTC
secretary-general Takorn Tantasith.

ATS has 400,000 2G customers remaining
on the 900MHz network, with another 7.6
million users having migrated to Total
Access Communication (DTAC) under a
network roaming agreement.

True Move H Universal Communication
(TUC), a subsidiary of True Corporation,

proposed the NBTC give AIS another three
months to oversee the 8 million 2G custom-
ers on the 900MHz network.

TUC will own the licence to operate the
spectrum three days after it makes its first
instalment pay-
ment plus three
bank guarantees,
due on Friday.

TUCwill charge
AIS 450 million
baht a month
for a spectrum
rental fee.

AIS must also
discuss with TOT
ifthe state telecom
enterprise is going
to charge it a 2G
network equipment fee.

However, AIS turned down True’s hefty
payment call for the use of 2G spectrum,
saying the company has only 400,000 2G
customers remaining, not the 8 million

i Ak
& AN
Takorn: No choice as
conflict remains
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True assumed. The company also said it
only needs to use SMHz of bandwidth in
the first spectrum slot won by JAS Mobile
Broadband, not the one owned by TUC.

AIS previously operated 2G service on
the 900MHz spectrum under TOT's conces-
sion, which expired in September.

If TUC can make its first payment this
Friday, the regulator can grant TUC a
900MHz licence on Monday. This means
AIS will have to switch off its 2G network
at midnight on Monday.

Mr Takorn said the NBTC could not
allow AIS to use 5MHz of bandwidth in
the first spectrum slot won by JAS because
JAS was not in the discussion panel with
the two parties.

JAS’s ability to make its first payment
for the 900MHz licence is still in doubt.

Mr Talkorn said AIS must urgently inform
its 400,000 2G customers about the 900MHz
networlk shutdown as well as urge them to
migrate to other networks. AIS also has to
return unused call credits.
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Impasse could doom AIS 26 users to service cut-off

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

AROUND 400,000 users of
Advanced Info Service’s second-
generation cellularservice are like-
ly to find themselves disconnected
after AIS and True Corp failed to
reach an agreement at a last-gasp
meeting yesterday.

The two companies and TOT
were called for the meeting by the
National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) after they could not find a
solution at a meeting on
Wednesday.

Takorn Tantasith, secretary-
general of the NBTC, said ATS and
the commission had to hurry to
inform all of the company’s 2G

users of the need to move to anoth-
er operator. The telecom commit-
tee of the NBTC will consider the
issue today.

AlIS’s 2G service on the 900-
megahertz spectrum is being cut
oftbecause that band is being real-
located to twolicence winners, one
of' which - True Move H Universal
Communication (TUC) of True
Corp - is being awarded its licence
next week.

AIS has 8.4 million 2G users, of
whom 8 million are on its affiliate
AWN’s network.

AlSsaid the 2G users with dual-
band (900 MHz and 1,800MHz)
handsets could still roam with Total
Access Communication (DTAC),
while 400,000 users will be dis-
connected.
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Lars Norling, chief executive of
DTAC, said in a statement that the
agreement on 2Groaming with AIS
had been reached and the contract
signed toallow AIS’s 2G customers
to roam on DTAC’s network with-
out switching SIM cards. The net-
work testing is finished and the
service will be ready by today, as
ATS will terminate its 900MHz
service after TUC has paid the
licence fee.

AlStold the NBTC thatits board
yesterday insisted on roaming on
5MHz of the 900MHz band of Jas
Mobile Broadband (JASMBB), the
other winner of a licence to that
spectrum at an auction last year.

AIS claimed it was already oper-
atingits 2Gserviceon theband and
could not move to another adja-

cent band.

During the meeting, the NBTC
proposed to AIS that it use TUC’s
900MHz band instead.

The NBTC will ask TUC to pick
up the licence on March 18. This
should give AIS more time to
migrate its users to the 900MHz
band of TUC.

Under this model, AIS has to
pay TUC for spectrum use. If both
agree, the NBTC will apply Article
63 ofthe Frequency Allocation Law
for the plan to save these 2G users
by ordering TOT to allow TUC to
use the 2G network and roam with
AlS.

TOT holds the 2G-900MHz
spectrum transferred from AIS
when AIS’s concession expired last
September.
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Media group blasts NBTC failure to deal with digital TV woes

WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THE NATION

A MEDIA association yesterday
expressed disappointment over the
broadcasting regulator’srole in assist-
ing troubled digital-TV players after
the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) admitted that it could not
respond constructively to the indus-
try’s demands.

The NBTC cametothat conclusion
after holding a special meeting on the
matter on Wednesday.

Kematat Paladesh, presidentofthe
Radio and Television Broadcasting
Professional Federation, said two
months of brainstorming to solve the
protracted problems in the digital-TV
business appeared toamountto noth-
ing after the NBTC could not agree to
the main requests made recently by a
group of broadcasters through the
NBTC panel assigned to solve such

problems.

The troubled digital-TV players
want the regulator to support them by
delaying the third instalment of the
upfrontlicence feetorelieve theirtight
financial straits.

However, the NBTC decided not to
followthrough with the request, citing
the law. Under Section 42 of the
Organisation to Assign Radio
Trequencies and to Regulate
Broadcasting and Telecommuni-
cations Services Act of 2010, alllicence
holders must pay the licence fee year-
ly at an appropriate rate for the type of
licence in accordance with the
Broadcasting Act.

On behalf of the president of
Bangkok Mediaand Broadcasting, the
operator of the PPTV digital TV sta-
tion, Kematat said the result of the
NBTC's special meeting was unsatis-
factory.

PPTV is among the seven major
digital TV stations that last year sued
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the NBTC for damages at the Central
Administrative Court, allegedly caused
by the regulator’s negligence in mar-
shalling the transition from analog to
digital TV. The other six stations were
One, Thairath TV, GMM 25, Bright
TV, Now 26 and Nation TV.

In preparation for the next hearing
at the court, Kematat said his compa-
nywas planning to discuss this matter
with the other six broadcasters next
week.

Takorn Tantasith, secretary-gener-
al of the NBTC, said recently that his
administration would also submit the
results of Wednesday’s meeting to the
court.

NBTC member Supinya
Klangnarong said she believed that
those digital TV operators would ask
the court to issue a temporary injunc-
tionto protectthem from havingto pay
the third instalment of the upfront
licence fee, whose deadline is May 24.

Supinya’s subcommittee oversee-

ing consumer rights protection is also
attempting to set ethical and social-
responsibility standards by drafting a
new rule to govern all holders of digi-
tal TV licences. The rule would serve
as the terms and conditions of a TV
broadcasting licence.

The move comes after TV Channel
3 allowed famous host Sorrayuth
Suthassnachinda to go back on the air
despite his conviction for bribery,
which raised an uproar over media
ethies.

However, representatives of digi-
tal-TV channels who participated ina
meeting held yesterday by Supinya’s
panel seemed to think differently, as
they preferred a self- or co-regulated
approach, instead oflawenforcement.

“If they want to do that [self-regu-
lation], they must submit a code of
practices and guidelines to my panel
by the end of next month for consid-
eration of the NBTC’s broadcasting
committee,” Supinya said.
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