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True change

Move to allay public
fears of mobile cut-off

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

True Corporation has made a sudden
about-face and will allow Advanced Info
Service to use True’s 900-megahertz net-
work free of charge. It will further allow
ATS to retain its existing 2G customers for
another two and a half months after AIS
turned down True's hefty payment call.

The surprise proposal was raised yester-
day, with industry experts viewing the move
as a bid by True to build a more positive
corporate image.

True, through its subsidiary True Move H
Universal Communication (TUC), offered
AIS free use of 5MHz of bandwidth on the
900MHz spectrum until May toretain AIS's
existing 2G customers.

The fresh offer could ease public con-
cerns that mobile signals for 2G SIM cards
on the 900MHz spectrum would be cut off
after midnight on Monday, as announced
by the National Broadeasting and Telecom-
munications Commission (NBTC).

The NBTC's decision came after the par-
ties were unable to reach a win-win solu-
tion on 2G network infrastructure after a
second round of negotiations on Thursday.

“We estimated that at least 4 million AIS
2G users on the 900MHz network would

www.ignewsclip.com
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True’s U-turn

True Corporation will give
Advanced Info Service free
spectrum network.

B1

of heart on AIS 2G fee

suffer from the network shutdown, not only
400,000 as AIS had assumed,” said Supha-
chai Chearavanont, president and chief
executive of True Corporation.

He said the service roaming agreement
between AIS and Total Access Communi-
cations (DTAC) onthe 1800MHz spectrum
network, in which DTAC allowed AIS to
migrate its 7.6 million 2G users to the lat-
ter’s 1800MHz network, is incapable of
accommodating all of the areas that AIS
had previously serviced.

AIS had earlier provided 2G service
on the 900MHz network with 16,000
base stations.

“Allowing AIS to use our 900MHz spec-
trum network free for another two months
is to ensure service continuity for 2G users,’
Mr Suphachai said.

TUC proposed the NBTC give AIS
anather three months to oversee the 8 mil-
lion 2G customers on the 900MHz spec-
trum network. TUC will own the licence
to operate the spectrum three days after it
makes the first instalment payment, on top
of providing three bank guarantees.

TUC will charge AIS 450 million baht a
month for the spectrum rental fee, AIS must
also discuss with TOT if the state telecom
enterprise is going to charge it a 2G network
equipment fee.

AIS, however, turned down True’s
hefty payment call for the use of the 2G
spectrum, saying the company only has
400,000 2G customers remaining, not the
8 million True had assumed. AIS also said
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it only needs to use 5SMHz of bandwidth in
the first spectrum slot won by JAS Mobile
Broadband, not the one owned by TUC.

AIS had previously operated its 2G ser-
vice on the 900MHz spectrum under TOT's
concession, which expired in September.

The NBTC, however, said it could not
allow AIS to use 5SMHz of bandwidth in the
first spectrum slot won by JAS because it
was not in the discussion panel with the
two parties.

TAS's ability to make its first payment for
the 900MHz licence is still in doubt.

Mr Suphachai urged AIS to see all mobile
users as Thais, not just mere customers.

“We should better collaborate to reach
a resolution in the public interest instead
of for our own benefit,” he said.

Mr Suphachai also said AIS will have to
shoulder all costs incurred from operating
the bandwidth portion. TOT, in turn, might
have togrant AIS the right to use its 2G net-
work equipment on the spectrum for free.

He said TUC plans to spend 36 billion
baht this year by installing 16,000 4G base
stations on the 900MHz network nation-
wide by May, covering 80% of the popula-
tion. The number of its 4G base stations
is planned to rise to 20,000 by year’s end,
covering 97% of the population.

NBTC secretary-general Takorn Tan-
tasith said the regulator wants all three
parties including AIS, TUC and TOT to
come to an official agreement before the
900MHz network is shut down after mid-
night on Monday.
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True Move chief executive Suphachai Chearavanont (second left) hands over the first instalment payment and letters of guarantee from
three commercial banks for True’s 900MHz licence to NBTC chairman Thares Punsri (second right). APICHIT JINAKUL
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TUC offers AlS free use of its 900MHz band until end of May

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

ONE of the winners in last year’s
900MHz licence auction, True Move
H Universal Communication (TUC),
has offered the use of its 900MHz
band free of charge to Advanced Info
Service (AIS) until the end of May.
The proposal is aimed at ensur-
ingthe minimum impacton AISs 2G
customers given that AIS has toshut
down its 90OMHz service once the
National  Broadcasting  and
Telecommunications Commission
awards the licence to TUC, True

Corp chief executive officer
Suphachai Chearavanont said yes-
terday.

TUC made a similar proposal to
AIS earlier this week, butonthe con-
dition thatits rival had to pay Bt450
million per month for spectrum use.

NBTC secretary-general Takorn
Tantasith said the regulator would
wait until Monday for AIS to con-
sider TUC’s proposal.

The NBTC might delay the date
for actually granting the licence to
TUC until March 21 in order to give
time for AIS to move its users to
TUC’s 900MHz band, he said.

“If AIS refuses this TUC propos-
al, the NBTC may have no choice but
to order it to shut down its 2G serv-
ice next week, on the day that the
telecom committee grants the
900MHz licence to TUC,” he added.

The telecom committee is due to
convene on Monday to consider
awarding the licence to TUC, and is
expected to grant the licence the
same day.

Once the licence is awarded, AIS
has to shut down its 2G 900MHz
service so that the NBTC can reallo-
cate the licence to TUC.

AIS is expected to announce its
position on Monday, stating that
customers would be able to be con-
tinue to use 2G service.

Around 400,000 2G customers
will be affected once AIS shuts down
the 2G service.
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AIS has 8.4 million 2G users in
total, of whom 8 million are on its
affiliate Advanced Wireless Network
(AWN), with the remainder on its
own network.

Once AIS shuts down the service,
it has to stop using these 400,000
phone numbers.

The NBTC held meetings with
TUC, AIS and state agency TOT on
Wednesday and Thursday to seek
ways to prevent AIS 2G customers
from being adversely affected.

Bt450m per month

TUC proposed that AIS could use
its 900MHz band to serve these 2G
customers, atacost of Bt450 million
per month, but AIS declined to
accept its rival’s proposal.

AIS said the 8 million 2G users
with dual-band (900 MHz and
1,800MHz) handsets at AWN could
still roam with Total Access
Communication (DTAC).

For 400,000 customers on its

own network, it would roam them on
5MHz of the 900MHz band of Jas
Mobile Broadband, the other
900MHz licence winner, it said.

The regulator told AIS that it
could not do so, as the NBTC had to
keep the 90OMHz band for Jas.

Suphachai yesterday said he did
not understand why AIS kept insist-
ingitwould use the Jasband, instead
of TUC’s. AIS was acting as if it had
won the second licence, not Jas, he
suggested.

AIS’s network roaming with
DTAC'’s 1800MHz will cover only 3
million to 4 million of AIS’s 2G sub-
scribers, given that 1800MHz has
smaller coverage in rural areas than
900MHz, he added.

TUC completed payment of the
first instalment of the licence
upfront fee - Bt8.04 billion, plus
value added tax of Bt562 million -
to the NBTC yesterday, and handed
over a bank guarantee for the
remaining upfrontvalue of Bt73.036
billion, including VAT.
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