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New 4G
auction set
for May 27

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The government will invoke Section 44 of
the interim constitution to enable the re-
auction of the 900-megahertz spectrum
on May 27.

The government tentatively scheduled
the new auction round for the 900MHz
spectrum on May 27, rather than May 22 as
set before, because mobile operators iden-
tified as key prospective bidders said the
previous schedule would make it impos-
sible for them to obtain bank loans.

Invoking Section 44 is meant to solve
the problems plaguing the 2G network
shutdown of the 900MHz spectrum, as
the government wants to prevent service
disruption to Advanced Info Service (AIS)
customers after the court-mandated dead-
line of April 14,

The resolution was reached yesterday
during a meeting of government officials
headedby Deputy Prime Minister Wissanu
Krea-ngam, Information and Communi-
cation Technology Minister Uttama Sava-
nayana, representatives of the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC) and the chief execu-
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tives of AIS and True Move.

A high-ranking source at the NBTC said
the heads of AIS and True Move signed a
memorandum of understanding to accept
vesterday’s resolution.

“Both AIS and True agreed not to take
legal action against the May 27 reschedul-
ing date, which would delay the bidding,”
the source said.

NBTC secretary-general Takorn Tanta-
sith said the government's decision to use
Section 44 took the agreement signed by
AIS and True into consideration.

Last Friday, the government held a meet-
ing with NBTC representatives, Mr Uttama,
the Office of the Auditor-General, the Office
of the Attorney-General and the National
Councll for Peace and Order to consider
AlS’s offer for an outright takeover of the
900MHez spectrum licence previously won
by JAS Mobile Broadband without having
another auction.

But the government rejected AIS’s pro-
posal and ordered the NBTC to hold a
new auction round for the 900MHz band
on May 22,

The NBTC source said AIS last week
asked the Central Administrative Court for
a second extension on using the 900MHz
spectrum to provide service to its 2G cus-
tomers until June 30.

The country’s largest mobile operator
is seeking a court injunction against the
NBTC’s order to switch off its 900MHz
signal for re-auction.

Yesterday, True filed a cross-claim
against AIS asking the court not to accept
the petition.

The court expects to hear the petitions
of AIS and True today.
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THE ORDERS ARE BEING ISSUED UNDER THE SPECIAL POWERS GRANTED BY ARTICLE 44 OF
THE INTERIM CHARTER IMPOSED BY THE JUNTA AFTER IT TOOK OVER IN 2014.
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NCPO expected to order NBTC to
hold 900MHz auction on May 27

SWITCH-OFF DEADLINE ON AIS'S SECOND-GENERATION SERVICE EXTENDED TO JUNE 30

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

THENATIONAL Council for Peace
and Order (NCPO) will likely order
the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) to hold a new auction for
the 900-megahertz licence on May
27 and extend the switch-off date of
the existing second-generation
service on thatspectrum from April
14 to June 30, according to a NBTC
source.

The orders are being issued
under the special powers granted by
Article 44 of the interim charter
imposed by the junta after it took
over in 2014.

The minimum starting bid will
be Bt75.654 billion, the price for
which Jas Mobile Broadband won
licence at the previous auction in
December but defaulted last month
by failing to pay the first instalment
of the upfront licence fee.

All existing mobile operators,
including True Corp, which won a
licence at the last auction, will be
allowed to bid. Jas will not.

The NCPO was expected to make

the formal announcement late yes-
terday.

NBTC secretary-general Takorn
Tantasith said there were two parts
to the NCPO order - the holding of
the auction, and a memorandum of
understanding between Advanced
Info Service and True Corp.

According to the NBTC source,
under the MoU, AIS can roam some
ofits 900OMHz users with True Move
H Communication Universal
Service (TUC) during the extension
period of the 2G-900MHz service.

TUC’s own 2G service will be offi-
cially launched on Friday.

Meanwhile, the 900MHzlicence
period of TUC will be extended to
end at the same time as the new
licence from the new auction. TUC
got the licence on March 16.
Currently the licence period is 15
years.

“This is the final solution that all
relevant parties are discussing
today. This should end all conflicts
between the two operators and cre-
ate fair competition for the indus-
try. It willbe ahappy ending for all,”
Takorn said.

AIS and True have disputes on
many issues and both have filed

complaints with the NBTC and the
government about the 9OOMHz
1ssue and the new auction.

TUC yesterday sent an urgent
letter to the NBTC, and Deputy
Prime Minister Wissanu Kreangam,
against the AIS plan to extend the
switch-off'plan ofits 9OOMHz serv-
ice from April 14 to June 30.

According to True, its new 2G

network is ready to serve all exist-
ing 900MHz subscribers as it has
installed 22,000 base stations
nationwide, covering the same
number of users as the existing AIS
network.

True suggested that the NBTC
could give more time to AIS users
to move to its and other networks.
It said AIS had overstated its claim
that around 7.8 million users would
be affected from the shutdown of
the service on Thursday. In True’s
view only 480,000 users on the AIS
network would be affected as the
other 7.4 million are on AIS’s sub-
sidiary, =~ Advanced  Wireless

Network.

AIS had earlier announced that
it would roam them with Total
Access Communication (DTAC)
and would make more investments
to serve them.

True said thatif AIS is allowed to
keep using the spectrum, the NBTC
should consider paying compensa-
tion to True on the amount that it
will charge AIS for using the band
during the extension period.

True won the licence for Bt76.3
billion.

True also asked the Central
Administration Court to allow it to
testify as an interpleader in the case
whereby AIS had sought an injunc-
tion to order the NBTC to allow AIS
to extend the 2G-900MHz service
cut-off date from April 14 to June
30.

Karlier, AIS won a court exten-
sion for switching off the service,
from March 15 to April 14.

The NBTC reallocated AIS’s
900MHzbandwidth last December
after the company’s concession on
that spectrum with TOT expired in
September.

The NBTC had ordered AIS to
shut down its 900MHz service in
the middle of last month after the
awarding the licence to TUC.

The Administration Court is
expected to deliver its verdict today
after the NCPO issued an order on
the issue.
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The Office of the National Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC) has announced that 4G service fees running on
the 1800 MHz and 900 MHz spectrums will be less costly than average
service fees for 3G mobile phones running on the 2.1 GHz spectrum,
as follows:

@ \oice service fees must be lower than 0.69 baht per minute

@ Internet service fees must be lower than 0.26 baht per megabyte
® SMS service fees must be lower than 1.15 baht per message

@ MMS service fees must be lower than 3.11 baht per message

The service fees will be based on actual use calculated in seconds.

The NBTC also stated that the quality of service of 4G mobile phones
must not be inferior to that of 3G mobile phones running on the 2.1 GHz
spectrum. Service providers of the 4G network are required to offer a
special low-priced service package for disabled persons who have been
officially registered as disabled with the Ministry of Social Development
and Human Security.

The NBTC would like to assure the public that it will fully protect the
rights of consumers as specified in the provisions of a license to provide
4G network services so that all Thai people will enjoy cheaper and better
quality telecommunication services.

Office of the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission (NBTC)
Call Center 1200 www.nbtc.go.th
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