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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

WE WELCOME YOUR VIEWS on anything newsworthy. Please include
your name and address on your letters. We reserve the right to edit all

letters for clarity, content and length.

----------------------------------------------

Shrinking number of
suspects being probed
for tax haven links

Originally announced as 21,
the National Anti-Corruption
Commission is now investigat-
ing 16 Thailand-based ex-
politicians, businessmen and
other well-known figures in
connection with the Panama
Papers scandal.

Does this mean that dirty
brown envelopes are already
being freely passed around?

John Shepherd

History, dictatorship..
what have we learnt?

I have just finished reading
the third novel in Robert
Harris’ brilliant trilogy based
on the life of Cicero. It’s about
politicians who struggle to
practice and defend democracy,
but fail because of the corrupt-
ibility and greed of many of
them. The politicians are divid-
ed, and some favour allowing
the all-powerful general, Julius
Caesar, to take control of the
Empire.

Trying to preserve democra-
cy against dictatorship, Cicero
said the following in a speech:
“To argue that to preserve our
freedoms we must suspend our
freedoms, that to safeguard
elections we must cancel elec-
tions, that to defend ourselves
from dictatorship we must
appoint a dictator - what logic
is this?”

Through various illegal
means and brute force Caesar
eventually overthrows the
elected politicians and sets
himself up as dictator, very
soon believing himself a god.

Does history have anything
to teach us?

Keith Barlow

------------------------------------------

Will AIS pay top dollar
— or will the NBTC
re-sale fall flat?

Re: "NBTC may allow new bidding
for second 900MHz licence next
month”, News, April 9.

The bidding for the
900MHz licence has been
subject to so many twists and
turns. Your reporter, Usanee
Mongkolporn, has put every-
thing in the right perspective
to understand. The three
options for the NBTC for the
re-sale of the 900MHz spec-

trum, as stated in the news,

may result in revenue to the
government of — either Bt76
billion or zero baht.

The first was to have a new
bidding on June 24 without the
former failed bidder and also
True, who has already secured
the first 900 MHz licence. That
does not solve the immediate
problem of 8.2 million users
through AIS’ 2G-900 MHz
bandwidth, who will be unable
to use of services after April 14
- the extension granted by the
court. (AIS has now sought
another extension to June 24).

The second option was to
ask the NCPO, to use its dicta-
torial power under section 44
of the interim constitution to
grant one commercial compa-
ny, AIS, to provide continuous
service to 8.2 million users if it
buys the licence at Bt76 billion.
That is a desperate move to rely
on autocratic rules.

The third option is to bring
forward an auction from June
24 to May 22, as favoured by
NBTC. The minimum price has
to be Bt76 billion, the price as
won and defaulted by the previ-
ous bidder. Under this scenario,
Dtac has publicly declared that
it has no interest at that price.
Tt now appears only AIS could
save the day for the NBTC, if by

News ID: C-160417003056 (17 Apr 16/07:51)
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then AIS still thinks paying the
exorbitant price of Bt76 billion
is worth it for its customer base
of 8.2 million users. It may
change its mind and not bid at
that stage if it can retain that
customer base from another
source. So, zero baht may
result.

Songdej Praditsmanont

What has improved
since the coup?

A Johnsen keeps writing let-
ters telling us that we're to
believe that the junta, who have
taken away all freedoms, are
the people the Thais should
trust to restore them. Yet he has
not given us one reason why we
should believe that.

Can he tell me what has
improved since the coup. The
economy? Equal justice under
the law? Ending corruption?

Can he tell me one thing that
has improved as a result of the
19 coups that have occurred
throughout Thai history?

Albert Einstein said:
“Insanity is doing the same
thing over and over again and
expecting a different result”.
Eric Bahrt

Page:
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