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Headline: True the biggest gainer from mobile number portability

True the biggest
gainer from
mobile number
portability

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

TRUE CORP gained the most sub-
scribers through mobile-number
portability from its rivals Advanced
Info Service (AIS) and Total Access
Communication (DTAC) in the sec-
ond half of last year.

According to a report of the
Mobile Number Portability (MNP)
Service Centre, True’s subsidiaries
Real Move and TrueMove H
Universal Communication (TUC)
gained 144,581 new subscribers from
AIS group, which includes its unit
Advanced Wireless Network
(AWN).

Trues subsidiaries also gained
89,716 subscribers from DTAC group,
which includes DTAC TriNet (DTN).

True lost only 9,494 subscribers to
AIS and 5,144 to DTAC.

AlS gained 65,856 subscribersfrom
DTAC, which in turn acquired 54,147
subscribers from AIS.

The July-December period saw
3.08 million phone-numbertransfers,
of which less than 4 per cent were to
other companies. About 96 per cent
were transfers between networks with
the same company.

The MNP service allows mobile-
phone subscribers to move to another
network while retaining their old
phone number.

The centre was established by AIS,
DTAC, True, TOT and CAT Telecom

NUMBER TRANSFERS

Around 3,081,612 mobile-phone subscribers transferred their phone
numbers from one network to another between July and December 2015.
However, most of the transfers were between networks within the same
telecom company. Of those who changed companies, most moved to True
group. The telecom-to-telecom transfers are detailed below.

Source: National Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission

to handle such transfers. Each com-
pany can transfer a maximum of
60,000 numbers a day.

True recently launched an MNP
service at 7-Eleven conveniencestores
nationwide. The move was opposed by
AIS and DTAC, which claimed that it
did not comply strictly with the
National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission’s
number-portability rules. However,
the NBTC ruled that the process was
within its rules.

True claimed that 65,000 sub-
scribers of AIS and DTACwho used the
7-Eleven serviceto switch to True were
still waiting for the approvals of those
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. Subscribers
moves to new telecoms
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to rival telecoms to facilitate their
transfers.

From the launch of the third-gen-
eration cellularserviceonthe 2.1-giga-
hertz spectrum in May 2013 until last
December, 52.93 million numbers
were transferred, of which 96.4 per
cent were between the networks of the
same mobile-phone operator.

AIS accounted for 45.5 per cent of
total transfers, DTAC 39.6 per cent
and True the rest.

During the period, transfers from
AIS to AWN reached 24.2 million,
DTAC to DTN 20.9 million and True
Move to Real Move and TUC com-
bined 5.97 million.
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Headline: CEO wants AIS to bid for 900MHz licence

CEO wants AIS to bid for 900MHz licence

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

ADVANCED Info Service chiefexec-
utive officer Somchai Lertsutiwong
believes the company should bid for
a licence on the 900-megahertz
spectrum at the May 27 auction.

While the final decision on join-
ing the auction is up to the AIS
board, Somchai said the company
should bid for this lower-band spec-
trum while it’s still relatively afford-
able. He does not believe the cost for
thiskind of low-frequency band will
beless than the range of Bt75.65 bil-
lion to Bt76.3 billion in the future.

The firstamount, Bt75.65 billion,
is what Jas Mobile Broadband bid to
win Slot 1 of the 900MHz licences
up for auction last December, while
Bt76.3 billion is what True Corp bid
to win Slot 2.

The minimum starting bid at next
month’s auction will be Bt75.65 bil-
lion.

Somchai believes that this range
will become the benchmark for
starting prices of the other low
bands, including the 850MHz cur-
rently held by Total Access
Communication (DTAC).

So far the National Broadcasting

and Telecommunications Commis-
sion (NBTC) has not decided what
this 850MHz band will be used for
once it is relinquished by DTAC for
reallocation.

Somchai said the 90OMHz spec-
trum was also very important, as it
was one of the first standard cellu-
lar bands before it was developed to
provide third- and fourth-genera-
tion wireless broadband.

At the auction of two 900OMHz
licenceslast December, AIS stopped
bidding for Slot 2 once True raised
it to Bt75.976 billion, deciding this
was too high.

True won Slot 2 with that bid,
while Jas won Slot 1. However, Jas’s
failure to pay the initial fee instal-
ment on time obliged the NBTC to
plan a new auction.

Recently AIS proposed to the
NBTC that it award Jas’ forfeited
licence to AIS without an auction, for
which the company was willing to
pay Bt75.654 billion.

The NBTC consulted with the
junta, which told it to hold a new
auction.

The military’s ruling National
Council for Peace and Order also
postponed the date when AIS has to
cut off its 2G-900MHz service to
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June 30 from April 14 to prevent
service disruption.

Atelecom-industry observer said
True Corp would think hard about
bidding for another 900MHz licence
inthis newauction after already bid-
ding a hefty Bt76.3 billion to win the
auction last December, plus Bt39.8
billion to win a 1800MHz licence in
November.

DTAC is not expected to take in
next month’s auction but instead will
wait to bid for a band on the
1800MHz spectrum when its con-
cession expires in 2018.

None ofthe threeincumbent tele-
com players have yet made a formal
announcement on whether they will
join the May auction.

Meanwhile, to prevent service
disruption forits 2G customers, AIS
is expected to sign a memorandum
of understanding with True to allow
AlIS’s 2G customersto roamon True’s
900MHz network.

Somchai declined to specify the
details of this MoU.

He added that AIS was now
focused heavily on preventing serv-
ice disruption to its 2G subscribers,
though they are not major revenue
contributors, amountingto only Bt2
billion per year.
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