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AIS picks up bid documents

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

Advanced Info Service (AIS) was the first
company to pick up bidding documents for
the May 27 re-auction of the 900-megahertz
spectrum from the national telecom regula-
tor yesterday.

The National Broadcasting and Tele-
communications Commission (NBTC) has
allowed potential bidders to pick up bid-
ding documents from April 12 until May 17.

Prospective bidders must submit their
documents to the NBTC on May 18. They
have to pay a bidding fee of 500,000 baht
each, plus a deposit guarantee of 3.78 bil-
lion baht or 5% of the reserve price of 75.65
billion baht.

The regulator will announce the quali-
fied bidders on May 23. They have to join a
bidding demonstration on May 25.

NBTC secretary-general Takorn Tanta-
sith said the move by the country’s largest
mobile operator reinforced the regulator’s
belief that AIS would be the sole prospec-
tive bidder to join the repeat auction of the
900MHz spectrum licence.

The reserve price for the auction set at
75.65 billion baht is acceptable for AIS given
the company’s financial status, he said.
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Sutichai Chuenchusil, senior vice-pres-
ident of AIS, said the company needed to
thoroughly consider the auction’s condi-
tions including financial plans and bank
loans before submitting the proposal
to shareholders.

Mr Takorn said Total Access Commu-
nication might not be interested in join-
ing the re-auction because the company
has insisted that it will only participate if
the reserve price starts at 16 billion baht,
the same amount as last December’s
900MHz auction.

Third-ranked True Move, meanwhile,
already has 55MHz of bandwidth providing
mobile service, which will be sufficient for
the next few years.

Mr Takorn said if only AlS is found to be
eligible, the company can clinch the licence
immediately with the new reserve price of
75.65 billion baht.

But if the new auction interests no par-
ties, the NBTC will sit on the spectrum for a
year without putting it up for auction.

Prime Minister Gen Prayut Chan-o-cha
has invoked Section 44 of the interim con-
stitution to order the NBTC to speed up
the re-auction of the 900MHz spectrum
on May 27.
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AWN FIRST
IN LINE FOR
AUCTION

Advanced Info Service senior vice

el

n1sds:ua

president for business AAUAIIIN
relations and development
Sutichai Cheunchoosil, right, D a
yesterday picks up the bid Pg Z
document for the 900MHz licence
auction on behalf of AIS subsidiary e el “:'.',‘

Advanced Wireless Network at the
National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
headquarters, making AWN the first
prospective bidder to do so.

The bid-invitation period runs from
April 12 to May 17. True Corp will pick
up the document today. The bidders
will have to submit the relevant
documents and place a bank
guarantee of Bt3.783 billion on May
18 to be eligible to join the auction,
which will be held on May 27.
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Headline: Time running out for radio transition

Time running out for radio transition

WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THE NATION

THE PLANNED transition ofradio
broadcasting from analog to the dig-
ital system seems in serious danger
of being postponed, with the term of
the incumbent broadcasting com-
mittee at the National Broadcasting
and Telecommunications
Commission due to expire next year.

“In this remaining time, until our
term expires on September 30 next
year, we are supposed to prepare and
revise necessary plansforthe incom-
ing panel,” Supinya Klangnarong, a
member ofthe NBTC’s broadcasting
committee, said recently.

The optimisation of radio fre-
quencies through a broadcasting
transition from analog to digital
technologyisamongthosekeyplans,
which have been delayed since last
year from what was setoutunder the
original Broadcasting Master Plan
(2012-16).

Supinya explained that the
broadcasting committee havingjust
17 months left might not be suffi-

cient time for it to bring all crucial
aspects to fruition.

Meanwhile, the planned digitisa-
tion of nationwide radio broadcast-
ingappears could have ahugeimpact
on the industry and the state agen-
cies that currently hold analog fre-
quencies forradio broadcasting con-
cessions, she said.

Apart from the plan for digital
radio broadcasting, the launch of
community-based digital terrestri-
al-TV broadcasting might also face
a major impact, due to the delay of
analog TV’s switch-off and the low
penetration of digital TV receivers
around the country, she added.

“However, we hope that the new
broadcasting panel will carry for-
ward and turn those key policiesinto
action.”

Supinya made these remarks at a
public forum, “Two Years of Digital
Terrestrial TV Broadcasting in
Thailand: How to Move Forward”,
held recently by the journalism and
mass communications faculty of
Thammasat University.

Last year, the NBTC joined with

eight state agencies in a test-run of
digital radio broadcasting, but the
results are still to be concluded.

The experiment used theexisting
infrastructure of the Armed Forces,
as well as the separate infrastruc-
tures of the Army, Navy and Air
Force, the National Police, the Public
Relations  Department, the
Secretariat of the House of
Representatives, and MCOT.

The test was aimed at furthering
research on the feasibility of digital
radio, which will be transmitted over
thevery high frequency (VHF) band,
some of which carries analog terres-
trial-TV broadcasts.

Another objective was to raise
publicawareness about digital radio
broadcasting, which will have an
impact on everyone in the country.

To ensure sufficient VHF band-
width for digital radio broadcasting
in the near future, Natee Sukonrat,
chairman of the broadcasting com-
mittee, said in a previous interview
that the transition to digital radio
would beintandem with the analog-
TV switch-off process.
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