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Chakkrit Urairat, deputy
director for regulatory
issues at True Corpora-
tion (second left), picks
up bidding documents
for the 900-mega-

hertz re-auction from
Takorn Tantasith,
secretary-general of the
National Broadcasting
and Telecommunica-
tions Commission. The
regulator has set a re-
auction date of May 27.
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Channels 7, 3
plan to keep
airing analog
shows while
concessions last

THE NATION

CHANNEL 7 and Channel 3 plan
to continue their analog broad-
casting until their concessions from
the government expire, but the reg-
ulator may have other ideas about
that.

Supinya Klangnarong, amember
ofthe broadcasting committee of the
National  Broadecasting  and
Telecommunications Commission,
said yesterday that her panel would
today discuss the proposals submit-
ted separately by the top two broad-
casters.

Bangkok Broadcasting and
Television (BBTV) - the operator of
Channel 7 - notified the NBTC in
writing that it would pull its analog
broadcasting operation nationwide

News ID: C-160420003019 (20 Apr 16/06:30)
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and return its frequency to the reg-
ulator immediately after its conces-
sion with the Army expires on May
2023.

However, BBTV and the Army are
expected towind down this old serv-
ice in areas where no analog
receivers are found.

For Channel 3, Bangkok
Entertainment Company also
offered the same option by saying
thatits analog system would be tech-
nically terminated when its broad-
casting concession from MCOT runs
out in 2020.

Supinya strongly opposed the
moves from both stations.

“It does not make sense to keep
the analog system of Channel 7 and
Channel 3 until their concessions
cometo an end because other broad-
casters like the Army’s TV5 and
MCOT’s Modernine TV are set to
stop airing their analog programmes
by 2018, when digital terrestrial TV
will reach all households,” she said.

Both MCOT and the Army were
granted rights to manage digital TV
networks in return for speeding up
the analog switch-off.

If both MCOT and the Army fail
to support the transition from ana-
log to digital TV, it might lead to an
opportunity loss for the country, she
said.
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Circulation: 68,200
Ad Rate: 2,050 Headline: Cabinet backs income tax re-jig
owned by the Treasury Department.
- The programme aims to serve state
Cabl nEt bac kS officials on low incomes and other
\ . low-income earners.
I ncome t ax re_ I Pilot projects will be built at two
I g locations in Phaya Thai in Bangkok,
two in Phetchaburi,and one eachin
SIRIVISH TOOMGUM Chiang Mai and Chiang Rai.
THE NATION The projects in Bangkok will only
serve state officials, who can rent the
THE Cabinet yesterday approved a units for five years. The projects in the
new structure for personal income pravinces will serve state officials and
tax, the Baan Pracha Rath afford- other low-income people, who can
able-housing scheme, plus draft laws rent the units for 30 years.
related to the digital economy. Cabinet also approved the draft
Finance Minister Apisak digital-economy law and a draft
Tantivorawong said the new tax amendment to the Cyber Crime Act,
structure (see table) would come as well the draft of a new National
into force for the 2017 tax year. The Broadcasting and Telecommunica-
new rates could cost the country Bt32 tions Commission law. The new NBTC
billion per year in lost revenue, but law will see the number of board
this could be offset by higher value- members cut from 11 to seven. It will
added-tax revenue fromincreased also empower the regulator to
consumer spending, he said. reclaim spectra from state telecom
Apisak believes the new tax struc- agencies and seek compensation.
ture will boost people’s disposable Cabinet also gave the nod to the
income and encourage spending. Mass Rapid Transit Authority to start
Among highlights of the new tax civil engineering work on the Orange
structure is an increase in the person- Line —a mass-transit route from
al allowance to Bt60,000 a year, Thailand Cultural Centre to Min Buri.
from the current Bt30,000.
The maximum child allowance
will also be doubled to Bt30,000 per TAX ALI.UWANCES
child, from Bt15,000. The limit on the Meu allowsance StPlcTIES 1Ok
number of children that are eligible - personal income tax
three — has also been scrapped.
Taxable income bands are also
being widened in some brackets.
Personal income tax accounts for
17 per cent of overall tax revenue,
while corporate income tax accounts
for 32 per cent.
Under the current personal
income tax structure, taxable income
of up to Bt150,000 per year is exempt
from tax; while Bt150,001 to
Bt300,000 is subject to 5-per-cent
tax; Bt300,001to Bt500,000is
taxed at 10 per cent; Bt500,001 to
Bt750,000 is taxed at 15 per cent;
Bt750,001 to Bt1 million is taxed at Note: Under the new personal income
20 per cent; 8,000,001 tot2 mil- S |
lionis taxed at 25 per Cent; m; previous rates of up to 25 per cent
BtZ,OD0,0 0T to Bt4 millionis taxe‘,j at Those who earn more than Bt2 million
30 per cent; and more than Bt4 mil- a year but no more than Bt5 million
lionis taxed at 35 per cent. will be taxed at 30 per cent. Those
The Cabinet also approved the who e.;? more than Bt5 million will be
Finance Ministry’s Baan Pracha Rath R
affordable-housing scheme on plots SRR A TS IV L
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