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THE WEEK AHEAD

MONDAY

Pre-trial statements begin today at the
Criminal Court in a tax evasion lawsuit
demanding 20 billion baht from coffin
nail maker and vendor Philip Morris for
tax evasion.

Anzac Day is very special at the

Kwai River bridge and graveyards of
Kanchanaburi — sad memories and
happy ones by the surviving war veterans.
The Philippines begins the home stretch
for the May 9 presidential elections.
Voters today will be saying who they think
won the big, final debate last night among
the five major candidates. Three men

and two women are vying to succeed
Benigno Aquino.

The Beijing Auto Show begins its annual
contest against Bangkok for who has the
best pretties.

Also in the Philippines, the Abu Sayyaf
terrorists say they will execute foreign

and Filipino hostages unless their fam-
ilies come up with 300 million pesos, or
227.2 million baht in real money.

TUESDAY

Baby Carmen is to learn today who her
parents will be, when the judge reads the

decision of the Juvenile and Family Court.

The custody trial reportedly started when
the surrogate mother refused to hand
over Carmen when she learned Ameri-
can Gordon Lake and Spaniard Manuel
Santos, both 41, are gay and married.
Birth mother Patidta Kusolsang has
dragged out the case for 15 months, since
Carmen’s birth.

At 12.16 the sun will be perpendicular to
Bangkok. Go ahead, walk outside and if
you're in Bangkok at that time, you won’t
see your shadow.

Unstoppable Ratchanok Intanon takes
her World No 1 ranking and a Thai team

back into action at the Badminton Asia
Championships 2016 at Wuhan. The
finals are on Sunday.

Exactly a year to go for the start of the
two-day 2017 World Travel & Tourism
Council (WTTC) Global Summit in Bang-
kok, and the first ever in Asia.

WEDNESDAY

The pro-am event of this weekend’s
China Open is at Topwin Golf and
Country Club in Beijing. The tournament
is a joint European Tour-China Golf
Association but is not sanctioned by an
Asian organisation.

There are five US state primary elections
this morning, including in populous
Pennsylvania. There are still five people
contesting the two party slots in the
November presidential election.
Manchester City face Real Madrid this
morning at 2.45, while Atletico Madrid

battle Bayern Munich at the same time
tonight/tomorrow morning, as the
Champions League reaches the semi-
final stage. Return legs are next Wednes-
day and Thursday mornings.

THURSDAY

The always interesting National Broad-
casting and Telecommunications
Commission will hand a bill to Jasmine
International today for the 4G auction the
NBTC bungled so entertainingly.

The Tourism Authority of Thailand
launches Lady’s Month [sic] because the
PANK (professional aunt, no kids) market
has money. The TAT said — and no

one else could make this up — that it is
launching the special promotion month
to coincide with Mother’s Day on Aug 12.
Yes, really.

The second Bangkok Asean Film Festival
moves to Khon Kaen tonight, and then
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Surat Thani and Chiang Mai — no, really.
Despite the name-location weirdness, it
is showing true Asean and Asian (reas-
ures, including tonight at CentralWorld.
Full schedule and other details are at
www.SFCinemaCity.com.

FRIDAY

The special government economic
committee chaired by the general prime
minister himself meets today to discuss
international economic policy. Well,
that’s the cover story, anyhow. It will
hear a report by the completely unbiased
Panyapiwat Institute, recommending that
Thailand join Mr Obama’s Trans-Pacific
Partnership. Deputy Prime Minister
Somkid Jatusripitak is trying to string out
the suspense but (spoiler alert) the
prime minister will accept the recom-
mendation.

Bangkok Comic Con starts today at Bitec

Bang Na, and runs until Sunday. You hav-
en’t seen Thai cosplay until you've seen
Bangkok Comic Con.

The 14th Wushu Thailand Championship
2016 starts today and finishes tomorrow
at Pattaya.

SATURDAY

Massive drought, water shortage, highest
temperature of the year — all in all a great
time for the “Cactus, the Flower of the
Desert Festival” in Suphan Buri, home of
the late ex-premier Banharn Silpa-archa.
It is Phuket’s annual Jazz Day. More

than 60 musicians are set to appear on
Chanacharoen Road, Phuket town, from
7pm to 11.30pm.

Bad news for most Premier League fans.
There’s no early game and the 9pm
matches are ... well, not top teams.
Arsenal host Norwich in the nightcap

at 11.30.
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