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Bid for rights to Summer Olympics

WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THE NATION

THE BROADCASTING regulator is seeking
Bt150 million from the National Broadcasting
and Telecommunications Commission’s
research and development fund to support TV
Pool’s effort to acquire the local broadcasting
rights to the Summer Olympics.

Pakdee Manaves, deputy secretary-gen-
eral ofthe NBTC, said yesterdaythat the com-
mission’sbroadeasting committee had agreed
to submita budget requestto the board of the
Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Research and Development Fund for the
Public Interest.

TV Pool consists of Bangkok
Entertainment Company’s Channel 3, the
Army’s TV5, Bangkok Broadcasting and
Television’s Channel 7, MCOT’s Modernine
TV and the Public Relations Department’s
NBT.

The committee claimed that the use of
these funds would help all 22 commercial
digital terrestrial TV stations get the chance
to become an official free-to-air broadcaster
of this global sports event.

The Summer Olympic Games (Rio 2016)
will run from August 5-21 in Rio de Janeiro,
Brazil.

However, Supinya Klangnarong, a mem-
berofthe broadcasting committee, expressed
concern over transparency in the use of the
money.
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“To make sure that this financial support
reflects areal need of the broadcastingindus-
try, all commercial digital TV operators must
be invited to brainstorm this issue and find a
proper solution,” she said.

In the past, the audio/visual broadcasting
rights to the Olympic Games were managed
by the founding members of TV Pool.

However, after the introduction of digital
terrestrial TV two years ago, some new play-
ersin the business expressed interest in join-
ing the airing of this world-class athletics
spectacle.

This sports event was also included by the
NBTC onits “must have” list for free TV serv-
ice.
The competition to secure the broadcast-
ing rights of major sport events and tourna-
ments appears to be intense, particularly in
the digital free-to-air TV business, because
this kind of content can boost audience rat-
ings.

Yesterday, Bangkok Media and
Broadcasting’s PPTV digital TV station
released its sports-telecast line-up for the
next three years.

Tt will show live the new seasons of major
soccer leaguesincluding the English Premier
League, Germany’s Bundesliga, Spain’s La
Liga, Italian Series A, Uefa Champions
League and Uefa Europa League, as well as
leading soccer tournaments such as the
International Champions Cup and Fifa Club
World Cup.
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NEWS FEED

NBTC ALLOCATES BTI8M
FOR NEW 900MHZ AUCTION

The National Broadcasting and Telecommuni-
cations Commission has set aside Bt18 million for
organising a new auction fora S00MHz licence. The
NBTC telecomcommittee approved the budget yes-
terday, and the auction will be held May 27.
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GSMA urges digital leap

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

Allocating more wireless spectrum, ensur-
ing a smooth transition from concessions
to a licensing regime and encouraging tel-
ecommunications infrastructure-sharing
are the main goals for officials to speed up
development of Thailand’s digital econ-
omy, says the GSM Association (GSMA).
The London-based group of mobile
operators devoted to supporting the stand-
ardising, deployment and promotion of the
GSM mobile telephone system urged the
Thai government to reallocate the 700-meg-
ahertz band for mobile broadband instead
of reserving it for broadcasting purposes.
The 700MHz spectra is important for
rolling out high-speed mobile broadband
service and offering mobile connectivity
in rural areas and semi-urban peripheries,
thanks to its greater mobile coverage and
capacity from fewer cell sites, said Alasdair
Grant, head of Asia at the GSMA. In addi-
tion, the band has been widely used for
telecom service in Asia-Pacific countries.
The GSMA said the National

News ID: C-160428001081 (28 Apr 16/06:14)

&7 iQNewsClip

www.ignewsclip.com

Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC) must seriously push
the reallocation of the 700MHz spectrum to
maximise the country’s frequency resources
and benefit the overall telecom industry.

Mr Grant said Thailand could potentially
develop a successful digital economy with
the rapid evolution of mobile broadband
infrastructure and the implementation of
digital economy-related laws.

He said reallocating existing frequencies
that remain under concessions should also
be done quickly to ensure a smooth transi-
tion to licensing, paving the way for a sus-
tainable spectrum management roadmap.

Total Access Communication (DTAC) is
the last mobile company operating service
on the 1800MHz spectrum under a conces-
sion contract with CAT Telecom. Its conces-
sion is due to expire in 2018.

Mr Granturged the NBTC to promote the
sharing of telecom infrastructure among
mobile operators to avoid duplicate invest-
ment, promote socio-economic develop-
ment and encourage operators to provide
affordable tariffs to the rural population.
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