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Satellite oversight may be spun off from NBTC under new law

USANEE MONGKOLPORN,
SIRIVISH TOOMGUM
THE NATION

THE National Legislative Assembly’s
science and mass communications
committee is expected to propose to
the government the separation of
satellite affairs from telecom affairsin
the draft of a new National
Broadcasting and Telecommunica-
tions Commission (NBTC)law, to for-
mulate the country’sfirst satellite law.

Committee chairman Air Chief
Marshal Chalee Junrueng hassaid his
panel is likely to separate the over-
sight of satellite affairs from the draft
law, as satellites are concerned with
national security as well as commu-
nications.

The Cabinet two weeks ago
approved the draft of the new NBTC
law and the NLA told its science com-
mittee to study it for 45 days. If the
committee revises the draft, itwill sub-
mit the amended version for the
Cabinet’s consideration.

If the government disagrees with

the changes, it can send the original
version back to the NLA for vetting.

NBTC chairman Thares Punsri
said he supported the creation of a
satellite-management law.

Inits current form, the draft states
that satellites are under the purview
of telecom affairs.

Two months ago the science com-
mittee proposed to Prime Minister
Prayut Chan-o-cha that satellites be
separated from telecom affairs, that
the government charge a fee to the
satellite operator for reserving an
orbital slot, and that the roles of the
Information and Communications
Technology Ministry and the NBTC
on directing satellite policies be
revised.

Thaicom is the country’s sole com-
mercial satellite operator. [ts Thaicom
4, 5,and 6 satellites operateunder ICT
Ministry concessions, while Thaicom
7 and the planned Thaicom 8 and 9

satellites operateunderasingle NBTC
licence.

The ICT Ministry has asked the
Council of State, the government’s
legal adviser, to determine whether
the Thaicom 8 will be liable for a fee
forthe government’s reservation ofan
orbital slot for it.

According to the draft of the new
NBTC law, the commission will com-

rise seven members, a reduction

rom the present 11. Each of the seven
members will come from a specific
background: radio broadeasting, TV
broadcasting, telecommunications,
engineering, law, economics, and con-
sumer protection.

The ICT Ministry’s permanent sec-
retary will appoint a seven-member
committee to select the NBTC mem-
bers. The selection committee will be
made up of the chairmen of the
Constitution Court, Supreme Court,
Supreme Administration Court,

Office of the National Anti-
Corruption Commission chairman,
Office of the Auditor-General’s Office
and Ombudsman Office, and the gov-
ernor of the Bank of Thailand.

After receiving the list of candi-
dates, the selection committee will
weed out the number of applicants to
14 within 30 days. Then it will submit
thelist of 14 candidates for the Senate’s
consideration within 30 days.

If the selection committee fails to
select a full quorum of 14 candidates
intime, the ICT Ministry’s permanent
secretary will propose the list of suit-
able remaining candidates to the
Senate.

The Senate will vote to select seven
commission members and finish the
selection process within 30 days. Once
finished, the Senate spokesman will
call a meeting of the NBTC members
to have them nominate a chairman.
Then their names will be submitted to
the prime minister within 20 days
after the Senate’s complete selection
of the seven members. Then the PM
will submit the name list for royal
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endorsement.

If the Senate can only select five
commissioners, the minimum, after
the deadline, the Senate spokesman
will submit the name list to the PM
firstand he will tell the selection com-
mittee to nominate the rest of the
members within 30 days after being
informed by the Senate about the
incomplete  selection.The ICT
Ministry will have to start the selec-
tion process of NBTC membersatleast
150 days ahead of the expiry of the
existingmembers’terms, whichisdue
in October 2017.

The new NBTC can continue to
function as long as it has at least
four members. It will determine
the process of reclaiming spectra
from state agencies but it has to

seek ways to compensate them.

If the NBTC function does align
well with the national digital econo-
my policy, the upcoming Digital
Economy Committee can set up a
panel to examine the case.

In general, the commercial tele-
com spectra will be reallocated by
means of auction only. However, they
can be reallocated by other means if
an unlimited number of spectra are
available orthe licence applicants can
jointly use the spectra among them-
selves.

The upfront fees from the auctions
will be passed on to the digital econ-
omy fund first and the rest to the state
budget.

A committee tasked to evaluate
NBTC performance will be set up,
comprising representatives from the
Finance Ministry, ICT Ministry,
Budget Bureau Office, National Anti-
Corruption Commission, and Office of
the Auditor-General. It will be chaired
by the Finance Ministry representa-
tive. It will evaluate the NBTC's per-
formance at least once a year.
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MVNO Club asks NBTC to relax regulations

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

The Thailand MVNO Club has asked
the licensing body to revise and relax
some rules to increase the number of
mobile virtual network operators and
make it easier for them to run their
business.

An MVNO is an entity that does
not have its own network but leases
airtime on the network of a telecom
operator to provide service.

Until recently, when an MVNO
applied for mobile-phone numbers
for the first time, it was allocated a
maximum 200,000 numbers by the
National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission. It

could apply for additional numbers
only after at least 70 per cent of the
original allocation was sold out.

However, the club recentlytold the
NBTC that MVNOs had found that
200,000 phone numbers were not
enough to serve customers in the ini-
tial period. In addition, if they have
to wait until 70 per cent are sold out
before they can apply for additional
numbers, they can face service dis-
ruptions, as it takes time for the addi-
tional numbers to be assigned.

The club recommended that the

NBTC assign 1 million numbers to
MVNOs on their first request and
exempt them from the 70-per-cent
rule. This would make it easier for
them to run a business.

NBTC deputy secretary-general
Korkij Danchaivichit said the com-
mission recently increased the initial
allocation of phone numbers to
MVNOs to 500,000 from 200,000.

The club also wants the NBTC to
lower the network interconnection
charge for MVNOs.

The interconnection charge is
what a caller’s network pays to the
network of the call recipient on a
mutually agreed basis. The more sub-
scribers of the former call out, the
more the networks of the callers pay
to the latter.

The club also asked the NBTC to
set up a special team to help the
MVNOs understand the regulations
and listen to their problems.

Korkij said the NBTC had consid-
ered lowering the annual licence fee
for all telecom licence holders across

the board.

Currently licence holders with
annual revenue of up to Bt100 mil-
lion are subject to an annual fee of
0.25 per cent of gross revenue, while
those with revenue of Bt100 million
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to Bt500 million pay 0.5 per cent,
those with Bt500 million to Btl bil-
lion pay 1 per cent licence fee, and
those earning revenue of Bt1 billion
and up pay 1.5 per cent.

Headdedthatthe interconnection
fee was expected to be reduced to less
than 20 satang a minute next year
from the present 34 satang.

The MVNO Club has four mem-
bers - i-mobile Plus Co of Samart 1-
Mobile, Data CDMA Communication
Co, 168 Communication, and The
WhiteSpace Co. All are part of CAT
Telecom’s MVNO network providing
third-generation cellular service on
the 850-megahertz spectrum.

Thereare 33 MVNOsin Thailand,
of which eightareactive: IEC, Loxley,
168, M Consultant, i-mobile, Data
CDMA, The White Space and Real
Move. Chaiyod Chirabowornkul,
chairman of the Thailand MVNO
Club and chiefexecutive officer of The
White Space, said the company had
quicklyacquired about 100,000 sub-
scribers after the service was
launched one month go.
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