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Digital TV transition gets fast-tracked

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The national broadcasting regulator’s
master plan for the country’s transition
from analogue to digital terrestrial TV net-
work should be completed by 2018, five
years ahead of schedule.

An earlier transition could enable the
National Broadcasting and Telecommuni-
cations Commission (NBTC) to reallocate
the broadcasting frequency for telecom
use, according to a proposal raised by
the GSM Association (GSMA), a London-
based group of mobile operators devoted
to supporting the standardising, deploy-
ment and promotion of the GSM mobile
telephone system.

The regulator initially planned to switch
off the country’s analogue TV networl
by 2023.

Col Settapong Malisuwan, the NBTC’s
vice-chairman, said the GSMA proposed
last week the regulator revise the existing
master plan for the analogue switch-off

as well as accelerate the reallocation of
the 700-megahertz spectrum for wireless
broadband instead of reserving it for broad-
casting purposes.

The GSMA suggested reallocating the
700MHz band for wireless broadband by
2018 could solve potential wireless signal
interference along Thailand’s borders. This
is because the broadcast transmitters use
carrier power of one kilowatt per base sta-
tion, compared with only 20-30 watts per
base station cell site.

Mobile operators in Malaysia and Myan-
mar are scheduled to launch their mobile
broadband services on the 700MHz spectra
by 2018. Most countries in Asia-Pacific have
set aside the 700MHz spectra for mobile
broadband service.

Col Settapong said the NBTC reserved
the 510-790MHz frequency for broadcast-
ing services, including the terrestrial digital
TV system.

He said both the GSMA and the Inter-
national Telecommunication Union agree
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Thailand should use the 700MHz band for
telecom purposes to utilise its frequency
resources more efficiently. This move could
generate economies of scale and enable
operators to provide more affordable
mobile services, narrowing the country’s
digital divide.

The NBTC has been reallocating the
700MHz spectra since 2011 when the
master plan for the analogue switch-off
was unveiled. Under the plan, the regu-
lator wanted to swap the 700MHz spec-
tra with the 470-510MHz bands, which
are now used by TOT Plc for rural tel-
ephone services.

To do that, TOT must return the band
to the NBTC so it can swap the band for
digital TV service. However, TOT insisted
onreserving the band for public use and as
a backup emergency system, filing a law-
suit in 2011 with the Central Administra-
tive Court to prevent the band'srecall. The
court dismissed the petition in March 20186,
ruling reallocation is for the public good.
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