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Headline: BBL makes Thai TV payment
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Clip: Full Color

BETTER LATE THAN NEVER

Bangkok Bank makes good on the overdue
second instalment of auction fees and interest
on behalf of cash-strapped Thai TV. B2

BBL makes Thai TV payment

NANAT SUCHIVA

Bangkok Bank (BBL), the issuer of the bank
guarantee for Thai TV Co, yesterday paid
the broadcasting regulator the overdue
second instalment of auction fees and inter-
est totalling 288.4 million baht on behalf
of the cash-strapped digital TV operator.
After the payment, BBL executives asked
the National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission (NBTC) to recon-
sider the remaining amount that Thai TV
has to clear after its two digital TV channel
licences were revoked in February.
Initially, the total amount the NBTC
asked Thai TV to pay was 1.74 billion baht
including the overdue second instalment.
Takorn Tantasith, the NBTC secretary-
general, said BBL sent a formal letter to the
broadcasting regulator, asking to pay only
the second instalment of auction fees first.
Thai TV defaulted on the second instal-
ment of auction fees worth 288 million baht
in May 2015, saying it could not make the

News ID: C-160505001078 (5 May 16/06:38)
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payment because it faced a massive loss
of 300 million baht from operating the two
channels at that time.

Earlier thisyear it said losses had surged
to 1 billion baht already.

The company’s two channels, the Loca
children’s channel and Thai TV news, went
off the air on Dec 1 and both licences were
revoked on Feb 4. Thai TV failed to find a
partner to help shore up operations.

In late April, the company filed a second
injunction at the Central Administrative
Court to protect its bank guarantee from
seizure by the NBTC.

The second injunction request was
made after the NBTC sent a formal noti-
fication letter to BBL seeking payment for
the remaining five instalments of auction
fees and 7.5% interest totalling 1.74 billion
baht on behalf of the broadcaster.

Thai TV had placed its bank guarantee
worth a combined 1.97 billion baht with the
NBTC when it was awarded the two channel
licences in early 2014.
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Column: QUICK NEWS: Bangkok Bank pays Thai TV licence fee

Clip: Black/White

Bangkok Bank pays Thai
TV licence fee

Bangkok Bank has paid
Bt288.47 million to the regulator
for Thai TV Co’s second instal-
ment of its licence fee, but called
on the regulator to revise an
order for the bank to pay Bt1.75
billion as its bank guarantee for
Thai TV.

Takorn Tantasith, secretary-
general of the National
Broadcasting and
Telecommunications
Commission, said yesterday that
Bangkok Bank had taken
responsibility for its customer
Thai TV by paying the
NBTC the second instalment
that Thai TV has refused to pay
since last year.

Thai TV’s licences for two
commercial digital terrestrial
TV stations were revoked
earlier this year after it failed
to pay the annual fee for the
first operating year and the
remaining four instalments
of the upfront licence fee
as required.
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AIS has complied with
number portability plan

Advanced Info Service has
affirmed that it is ready to
transfer its subscribers who
want to be moved to other net-
works if they can verify their
identity and ownership of
the phone number to be trans-
ferred.

Wilai Keangpradoo, senior
vice president for public rela-
tions, said yesterday that
the company had strictly
complied with the
National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications
Commission’s mobile-phone-
number portability regime.

However, AIS said that it had
found cases where some mobile-
phone numbers were stolen and
used in a manner that caused
damage to the real owners.

This prompted AlS to prove
carefully that the subscribers
requesting to move to other net-
works are the true owners of the
numbers.
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Headline: Media workers lament decline in freedom of expression in Thailand

. Vioice TV has been called in by the National Broadcasting and
M d k l t Telecommunications Commission (NBTC), which Anuthee found
e Ia W0r erS amen ironic since the NBTC was supposed to protect the media’s inter-
' . ests.
dECII ne I n frEEdom Of “But the NCPO has used it as their tool. When they dislike our
content, they submit a complaint to the NBTC, which then launch-
esan inquisition,” he said. “If the inquisition results in punishment,

express |0n N Thal land we could be permanently shut down without compensation.”
Once forced to shut down temporarily shortly after the coupin
WASAMON AUDJARINT 2014, Voice TV is now censoring itself to avoid repeating history, he
THE NATION said. The tactics range from name changes of popular TV pro-
grammes to temporarily taking off some famous reporters “to

ONCE aregional hub of journalism, Thailand has seentheworst ~ avoid the spotlight of the authorities”, he said.

decline in the freedom of expression among Asean countries, a Anuthee said his office was often branded as a red-shirt medi-

media-watchdog campaigner said yesterday. umand consequently not treated like a news outlet at all. “We
“We are the worst, even when compared to Laos or Vietnam,”  work professionally,” he insisted. .

said Kulachada Chaipipat, campaign manager at the Southeast Chiranuch Premchaiporn, director of online news outlet

Asia Press Alliance (Seapa). “Those two countries have seenstag- ~ Prachatai, said media freedom and responsibility were both cru-

nant, bad situations, but Thailand is going down.” cial but the two should be discussed separately. _ ‘
There are not many shades of democracy in Southeast Asia, “If the two things go together, people may think that if there is

Kulachada admitted, and media n the region aresstill struggling ~ interferencein the media, it means that they are irresponsible.
hard, citing the examples of conservative issuesin Indonesiaand ~ That'sjust not true at all.

death threats to media workers in the Philippines. She said the media today could probably feel free “if they
“But they still have made some improvements in some agree towork ina certain scope and self-censorship”. .
aspects,” she said. “They are better compared [with] Thailand, Like Anuthee, Chiranuch viewed the NBTC as the government’s

where the government is using non-legal tactics against media”  tool over broadcasting media. Print and online media have been
She was also concerned that vulnerable press-freedom groups  Watched by the National Council for Peace and Order also, she

in the Kingdom were contributing to the current weakening of said. . .

freedom. Nopporn Wong-Anan, deputy editor of the Bangkok Post, said
Kulachada was speaking at a panel discussion on “How Freels  the junta should allow more open discussion if it wants to realise

Thailand's Media?" hosted by the Foreign Correspondents' Clubof  its reform attempts. Nopporn recalled that his office had been

Thailand (FCCT) an the accasion of World Press FreedomDayon  Called from time to time and told to stay on designated paths.

Tuesday. “They told us not to try to urge people to oppose or overthrow
Her concerns were reiterated by Anuthee Dejthevaporn, Voice  them. They also told us not to worsen the political divide,” he said,

TV's political field reporter, who said the Thai Journalists adding that the junta also made calls to inform the outlet of what

Association (TJA), one of Thailand’s prominent media organisa-  should be reported.

tions, had done little for minor media like his. ~Hesaid the Bangkok Post was lucky to have not seen greater
“The TIA does not recognise us at all,” Anuthee said. “It'strue  interference from the juntaso far.

that they issued statements on Tuesday to show concerns about The FCCT event was also attended by US Ambassador to

media freedom. But they didn’t budge a bit when Voice TV was Thailand Glyn Davies and representatives from the Swedish

summoned more than 10 times.” Embassy, as well as a number of military officers.
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