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1IN re-auction
900MHz spectrum in December’s auction
True Move's bidding for 76.29 billion baht.
. . . Mr Takorn said if TUC joins the bid,
1ntentions uncertain there will be competition, which means
the resulting price could end up higher
than the reserve price.
KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA He said True Move might want to have
an additional 10MHz of bandwidth on
The uncertainty over whether the re- the 900MHz spectrum, bringing its total
auction of the 900-megahertz spectrum  to 20MHz on the band.
will have any bidders is over, as mobile True Move chief executive Suphachai
leader Advanced Info Service (AIS) has  Chearavanont earlier said its consulting
finally confirmed to authorities thatitwill company will conclude a study this week
take part in the auction. to determine whether TUC should join

Takorn Tantasith, secretary- the bid or not.
general of the National Broad- Pornthep Benyaapikul,
casting and Telecommunica- a lecturer at the Economics
tions Commission (NBTC), Faculty of Thammasat Uni-
said AIS insisted that the com- versity, said December’s
pany’s board of directors had 900MHz auction demon-
given the green light to join strated that JAS had clearly
the new auction round of the overestimated the capabili-
900MHz spectrum, scheduled ties of its financial status.
to take place on May 27. Even the country’s larg-

“If only AIS is found to be est mobile operator AIS and
eligible, the company can Takorn: AlS board second-ranked operator
clinch the 900MHz licence gave green light Total Access Communica-
immediately with the new tion (DTAC) could not afford
reserve price of 75.65 billion baht as  to secure the licence, he said.
determined by the new conditions of the Mr Takorn concurred that in light of
auction rules,” he said. the bidding war, the licence had proven

The new reserve price was set at JAS  to be too costly for JAS.

Mobile Broadband’s winning price of He added that the NBTC has set condi-
75.65 billion baht. JAS missed the fee pay-  tions for the 1800- and 900MHz auctions,
ment deadline for the 900MHz spectrum  with the maximum 4G mobile tariff rates
licence it won. being capped at 69 satang per minute for

So far, there are only two companiesto  voice service and 26 satang per mega-

have picked up bid documents from the  byte for data service.
NBTC. They are AIS, through its subsidi- Under existing 3G tariff rates set by the
ary Advanced Wireless Network, and True ~ NBTC, the maximum 3G rate is set at 84
Move, through its subsidiary True Move H ~ satang a minute for voice service and 28
Universal Communication (TUC). satang a megabyte for data service.

All potential bidders can pick up All 3G and 4G calls must be charged
bidding documents from April 12 until  on a per-second basis, while data will be
May 17. charged for real usage, said Mr Takorn.

Prospective bidders must submit their The NBTC is also considering a new
documents to the NBTC on May 18. mobile phone number allocation policy

True Move has yet to decide whetherit  to deal with the shortage of mobile phone
will join the new auction or not. numbers and the inefficient use of allo-

TUC won the second licence for the cated numbers, he added.
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NBTC to offer new max
tariffs on phone service

AIS WILL TAKE PART IN 900MHZ LICENCE AUCTION, SAYS TAKORN

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

THE NATIONAI Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
office will propose to the telecom
committee next week that it consid-
er new maximum mobile-phone tar-
iffs of Bt0.69 per minute for voice
service and Bt0.26 per megabyte for
data service for all new packages.

Currently, the rule is that the
average tariffs of all of a telecom’s
packages should be 69 and 26 satang
for voice and data respectively.

NBTC secretary-general Takorn
Tantasith made the remark yester-
day at a seminar hosted by the
Information Technology Press Club
on the lessons from the auctions of
licences for fourth-generation wire-
less service.

Takorn also said Advanced Info
Service subsidiary Advanced
Wireless Network (AWN) would
definitely take partin the auction for
a licence on the 900-megahertz
spectrum on May 27.

CURRENTLY, THE RULE IS
THAT THE AVERAGE TARIFFS
OF ALL OF A TELECOM’S
PACKAGES SHOULD BE 69
AND 26 SATANG FOR VOICE
AND DATA RESPECTIVELY.

He said AIS had told him infor-
mally that its board had approved
the plan to join the auction.

He said True Corp had still not
made a final decision on taking part
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in the auction as its board had yet to
meet on the matter.

So far only AWN and True Move
H Universal Communication have
picked up the documents for apply-
ingto participate in the auction. The
bid invitation period runs from April
12 to May 17.

Total Access Communication
(DTAC) recently announced that it
would not take part.

The 900MHzlicence up for grabs
was  forfeited by  Jasmine
International subsidiary Jas Mobile
Broadband after winning it at an
auction last December. The bidding
starts at Bt75.654 billion, the final
amount bid by Jas Mobile to win this
band in December.

Qualified bidders will have to
place a guarantee of Bt3.783 billion
on May 18.
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Headline: State auditor finds against simulcast programming of Channel 3

State auditor finds against simulcast programming of Channel 3

USANEE MONGKOLPORN,
WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THE NATION

THESIMULCAST of Channel 3’sfull
analogue programming via digital
channel 33HD, run by Channel 3’
sister company, appears to violate
broadcasting regulations, the Office
of the Auditor General (OAG) has
found.

The state auditor is calling for
either revision or revocation of the
National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
resolution made on September 29,
2014, toallow BEC-Multimedia - the
operator of digital-TV channel 33 in

high-definition - to simulcast
Channel 3% full analogue TV pro-
grammes.

Accordingtoasourceatthe NBTC,

the OAG sentan urgent notice in writ-
ingtothe chairman of the broadcast-
ing regulator on April 19 about its
investigative report related to the
NBTC’s transition from the analogue
system to digital.

In the letter, signed by auditor-
general Pisit Leelavachiropas, the
state audit office found that three out
of five members of the NBTC’s
Broadcasting Committee had agreed
in 2014 to grant permission to BEC-
Multimedia to transmit all pro-
grammes from Channel 3 in support
of the national transition to digital
broadcasting.

Thethree assenting members were
Thawatchai Jittrapanun, Supinya
Klangnarong and  Peerapong
Manakit, while Natee Sukonrat -
chairman ofthe panel - and Taweesak
Ngamsanga had opposed the idea

because BEC-Multmedia and
Bangkok Entertainment Company
were not the same entity.

The state auditor also acknowl-
edged in its letter that BEC-
Multimedia was definitely a separate
corporate entity from Bangkok
Entertainment Company - the ana-
logue operator of Channel 3 — even
though both companies were owned
by the same shareholders and were
under the management of stock
exchange-listed BEC World, accord-
ing to the NBTC source.

BEC-Multimedia won alicence to
runadigital terrestrial-TV channelin
the high-definition category two
years ago, while Bangkok
Entertainment Company runs
Channel 3 under an analogue broad-
casting concession contract with
MCOT.

Under Article 43 of the Act on
Organisation to Assign Radio
Frequency and to Regulate
Broadcasting and Telecommunica-
tions Service and Article 9 of the
Operation of the Sound Broadcasting
Service and the Television
Broadcasting Service Act,aradiofre-
quency licence for sound broadcast-
ing and TV broadcasting is the exclu-
sive right of the licensee — and is not
transferable.

Meanwhile, the authorised licens-
ee shall carry out its broadcasting
business by itself, and business man-
agement either whole or in part shall
not be rendered or permitted to
another person to act on its behalf.

However, allocating the time slot
to another person to run program-
ming shall be allowed in accordance
with the criteria and procedures pre-
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scribed by the NBTC, while the autho-
rised licensee is allowed to allocating
a maximum of 40 per cent of its time
slots.

The state auditor also pointed out
that from October to December 2014,
BEC-Multimedia had received
Bt407.45 million from Bangkok
Entertainment Company in return
for telecasting Channel 3 pro-
grammes via its digital-TV channel.

It maintained that this indicated
that the two entities’ operations were
completely separate, while the full
simulcast via digital channel 33
appeared to breach the criteria and
procedures prescribed by the NBTC.

Given those facts, the OAG has
urged the NBTC as the broadcasting
regulatorto either revise or revoke its
2014 decision on this matter, accord-
ing to the source.
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