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Digital TV: NBTC
allows instalments

Easing of auction fee
payment conditions

NANAT SUCHIVA

Twenty-five digital TV operators can make
apartial payment for the third instalment
of their auction fees this coming Monday
and be charged interest for the remainder
until they pay in full.

The easing of the payment conditions
is in line with the National Broadcasting
and Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC)'s rules.

Col Natee Sukonrat, chairman of the
NBTC’s broadcasting committee, said
digital TV operators making partial pay-
mentswill be charged 7.5% interest for the
remaining amount. The NBTC has yet to
fix the payment period.

For example, if one digital TV operator
is bound to pay the third instalment of
200 million baht, but pays only 100 mil-
lion baht on May 23, it will be charged
7.5% interest for the remaining 100 mil-
lion baht, which is then multiplied by the
ratio of the number of overdue days (say
180) to 360 days.

Inthe above case, the digital TV opera-
tor would have to pay 103.75 million baht.

Col Natee: Licence could be suspended if
operator fails to make payment on May 23

Two digital TV operators have already
paid their third instalments in full.

Bangkok Broadcasting and Television
Co (BBTV), the operator of Channel 7, is
the first digital TV operator to have paid
in full (559.6 million baht) on May 13.
Mono Broadcasting Co, which operates
the Mono 29 channel, was next, paying
412 million baht on May 18.

Surin Krittayaphongphun, acting
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president of subsidiary Bangkol Enter-
tainment Co, said BEC World Plc, the
operator of three digital channels, is also
ready to pay the auction fees on Monday.

Eight digital TV operators compris-
ing PPTV, Thairath TV, GMM25, One31,
Bright TV, Nation, Now26 and Spring News
last Friday sent a letter to ask the Central
Administrative Court to find a payment
solution for them.

Col Natee, however, reaffirmed that
they had to follow the rules and pay with-
out delays or requests for payment reduc-
tions. He said that he felt sympathy for
those digital TV operators required to pay
alarge amount of auction fees, butadded
that the broadcasting regulator had to do
things by the book.

“Partial payments is the best way the
NBTC can help digital TV operators as this
itis still in line with the NBTC's rules and
conditions on digital TV auctions,” he said.

Col Natee said he hoped every digital
TV operator would pay on May 23, adding
that if they failed to make a payment, their
digital TV license could be suspended and
ultimately revoked, as was the case with
Thai TV Co.

Cash-strapped Thai TV defaulted on
the second instalment of its 288-million-
baht payment in May last year. Its two
digital TV channel licences were revoked
on Feb 4.
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Headline: NBTC rules out late payment ALL MUST SETTLE THIRD INSTALMENT OF UPFRONT LICENCE...

All digital TV broadcasters will have
to pay the third instalment of the
upfront licence fees before the
deadline set for next Monday, the
broadcasting regulator warned,
saying there was no option of
delaying the payment. >>1B

NBTC rules out late payment

ALL MUST SETTLE THIRD INSTALMENT OF

around Bt3.19 billion from seven

UPFRONT LICENCE FEES BY MONDAY

WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THE NATION

ALL DIGITAL TV broadcasters
will have to pay the third instal-
ment of the upfront licence fees
before the deadline set for next
Monday, the broadcasting regu-
lator warned, saying there was no
option of delaying the payment.
Recently, seven of 22 existing
digital TV operators submitted a
letter to the junta seeking relief, by
allowing them to defer the pay-
mentofthe third instalment ofthe
upfront licence fee, but there has
been no response so far.
Yesterday, Natee Sukonrat,
chairman of the Broadcasting
Committee at the National
Broadcasting and Telecommuni-
cations Commission (NBTC), held

an urgent conference to confirm
that all digital TV licensees must
complywith the broadcasting reg-
ulation by paying the third instal-
ment of the licence fees within the
set deadline.

“If any of them fails to show up
by next Monday, the NBTC has to
issue collection letters to order
them to pay those fees with an
annual interest rate of 7.5 per cent
within a centain period prescribed
by the committee,” Natee said.

In this round, the NBTC
expects to receive total revenue of
about Bt9.26 billion inclusive of
value-added tax, paid by 24 ter-
restrial-based digital TV broad-
casters. Of total figures, about
Bt3.94 billion will be from seven
digital TV licensees under high-
definition (HD) variety category;

digital TV licensees under stan-
dard-definition (SD) variety cat-
egory; approximately Bt1.81 bil-
lion from seven digital TV
licensees under SD news catego-
ry and the rest of about Bt377 mil-
lion will come from three family
channels.

Early this year, the NBTC had
revoked Thai TV Co’s two digital
licences - a news channel and a
family category - afteritrefused to
pay the second instalment of
upfront licence fee last year.
However, Bangkok Bank, the
financial guarantor of Thai TV Co
paid the amount on behalf of its
clients.

Bangkok Bank is reported to
have taken the responsibility for
the new round of payment for its
client as well. According to the
NBTC, Thai TV has to pay a total
of Bt384.344 million for the third
instalment of licence fees. Of the
total amount, Bt260.651 million
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THIHB INSTAI.MENT ﬂF will be for its news channel while

the remaining Bt123.692 million

“PFHuNT_LIcENcE will be for its family channel.

So far, Mono Broadcast, the

FEE BY cATEGGRIEs operator of Mono 29 digital tele-
vision channel, has already paid

The NBTC expects to receive the third instalment of the upfront
total revenue of about Bt9.25 licence fee, totalling Bt440.84
million inclusive of the value-

billion from the third instalment aided e Erthehrsadeasties:

of upfront licence fees paid by dlator:
24 terrestrial-based digital TV Mono 29 became the second
broadcasters by next Monday. digital TV licencee to make the pay-
Upfront-licence fee ment after Bangkok Broadecasting
(Bt:billion) and Television, the operator of
10 0.25 Channel 7HD in the digital terres-
3 trial TV system, paid Bt559.61 mil-
B lion last week.
6 - Speaking on behalf of BEC-
h) 394 Mul_timedi_a, a digital TV licensee,
4 - Surin Krittiyaphongphun, the
5 1.81 R 1 B executive vice president of
037 Bangkok Entertainment Company,
0. ; : : ; operator of Channel 3 analog, said
SO R e BEC-Multimedia will certainly be
EC 22 22 22 3 making the payment before the
85 5§ 8§ S5 " deadline.
a5 @5 a S o S
Note: All fees inclusive of value-added tax
Source: NBTC NATION GRAPHICS
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Lecturer commits suicide on live TV

Six hours of talks fail
to resolve standoff

POST REPORTERS

A 60-year-old university lecturer who
shot two fellow doctoral lecturers at a Rajab-
hat University in Bangkok on Wednesday
refused to surrender yesterday and eventu-
ally shot himself.

He committed suicide after almost six
hours of negotiations during which rela-
tives urged him to give himself up. Police
had initially attempted to arrest him at a
Bangkok hotel.

Wanchai Danaitamonut, was rushed to a
nearby hospital following his self-inflicted
gunshot wound.

Doctors confirmed Wanchai’s death to
his relatives.

Wanchai gunned down Pichai Chaisong-
kram, 50, and Natthapol Chumworathayee,
also 50, inan examination room in front of
a graduate student at Phranakhon Rajab-
hat University in Bangkok on Wednesday
morning and subsequently fled.

Prior to the marathon negotiations,
police learnt from a close associate of
Wanchai, who was also his student, that
the suspect was hiding at the Suparp Hotel
on Sutthisan Winitchai Soi 1 in the Phaya
Thai district of Bangkok.

Police rushed to the hotel around noon
and began negotiating with the suspect
after he was located and identifieid in his
car.

Pol Lt Gen Thitirach Nonghanphitalk,
the Central Investigation Bureau chief,
who also took part in yesterday’'s operation,
sald the suspect switched back and forth
between pointing a gun at his head and
lowering it throughout the negotiations.

Ladda Samitma, a former boss of Wan-
chai's who played a keyrole in the negotia-
tions and witnessed the suicide, said Wan-
chai unexpectedly decided to take his own

Danaitamonut to surrender. WICHAN CHAROENKIATPAKUL

life while she was talking him into agreeing
to eat ameal.

Ms Ladda led the negotiations from
about 3pm until 6.43pm when he
shot himself.

Wanchal appeared to have calmed down
considerably during their discussions, as
she urged him to have something to eat;
but suddenly he pulled the trigger, killing
himself, said Ms Ladda.

Police found suicide notes explain-
ing conflicts Wanchai said he had had
with Pichai and Natthapol. In the notes,
Wanchai accused Pichai of pulling the
strings behind a move by some students
to complain about his teaching. The notes
also said both Pichai and Natthapol had
offended Wanchai on several occasions and
they deserved to be dead.

The lengthy negotiations were broadcast
live on a number of channels, prompting
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the National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission (NBTC) toissue
an urgent notice to every TV channel to
cease broadcasting the police operation.

Supinya Klangnarong, an NBTC
member, said that such a long live broad-
cast of a sensitive incident could be
regarded as an act thataffects law and order,
which is prohibited under Section 37 of the
broadcasting law, and that any offenders
risk facing tough legal action.

On Wednesday evening, Bang Khen
police invited a man in for questioning,.
He was identified as Hia Eng, a relative
of Wanchai.

Police investigators revealed after their
questioning that Hia Eng told them he had
received a Line message from Mr Wanchai
saying: “Hia Eng, let me say goodbye here.
And ifTdie, please take mybody to atemple
near your home in Lam Luk Ka [district of
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A female relative of Wanchai, who fled after killing two fellow university lecturers on Wednesday, begs on her knees for Wanchai to
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Pathum Thani province] for a three-day
funeral and cremation.”

Hia Eng told also police that Wanchai
was single and lived alone since his parents
passed away.

Pol Lt Gen Sanit said earlier yesterday
investigators had found that the conflicts
between Wanchai and Pichai possibly
stemmed from the former’s removal as
manager of a new graduate programme
which he was appointed to lead.

Wanchai was removed after Pichai
had lodged a complaint with the univer-
sity alleging that Wanchai's qualifications
were unsuitable, said Pol Lt Gen Sanit. The
removal cost Wanchai the opportunity to
receive additional income for managing
the study programme, plus additional pay-
ments for lecturing and conducting a thesis
defence exam, said Pol Lt Gen Sanit,

As for Natthapol, he had initially stepped
in as a mediator between Wanchai and
Pichai but was later appointed to replace
Wanchal in the study programme, said Pol
Lt Gen Sanit.

Police also learned that Wanchai was
likely frustrated that Natthapol, who had
the authority to decide on Wanchai's appli-
cation for research funding, had rejected
the application.

Pong Horadal, rector of the university,
said he was aware of a conflict between
Wanchai and Pichai but thought it had
ended over a year ago.

Back then, Mr Pong said Wanchai had
complained that Pichai's doctorate degree
from an institution in the Philippines was
not certified by the Office of the Higher
Education Commission. He then held talks
with Wanchai and Pichaiin order to resolve
their conflict, which he understood to be
over, sald Mr Pong.
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Wanchai Danaitamonut, a lecturer at Phranakhon Rajabhat University, suspected of shooting de

getaway car during a stand-off with police at a Bangkok hotel yesterday.
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Lecturer kills self
after standoff

SIX'HOURS OF TALKS WITH POLICE AND RELATIVES FAIL; MAN
ACCUSED OF KILLING TWO ACADEMICS SHOOTS HIMSELF DEAD

KORNKAMOL AKSORNDECH,
JUTHATHIP LUCKSANAWONG
THE NATION

WANCHAI Danaitamonut, alec-
turer at Phranakhon Rajabhat
University, who is suspected of
murdering two colleagues on
Wednesday, shot himself dead
after police tracked him down to
a Bangkok hotel yesterday.

After six hours of negotiations
with police, and also his relatives,
Wanchai shot himself at around
6.45pm. He was taken to a hospi-
tal and was later pronounced
dead, according to police. All
through the day, the suspect had
pointed his pistol to his temple
during the negotiations for his
surrender.

The standoff, broadcastlive by
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many television channels, con-
tinued into the evening.
Wanchai was accused of
shooting dead two doctorate-
degree holders - Pichai
Chaisongkram, 56, and Nattapon
Chumwor-athayee, 54 — while
they were giving an oral exam to
a master’s student on campus.
The motive was believed to be
Wanchai’s alleged conflict with
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Pichai over academic qualifica-
tions. [t remains unclear if
Wanchai also had issues with
Nattapon.

As an army of TV cameramen
andreportersobserved thestand-
offinside and in the parkinglot of
the hotel on Suttisan Winitchai
Soi 1, police brought two senior
relatives of Wanchai and two stu-
dentstothe scenetoconvincehim
to put down the gun, which he
kept pointing to his temple, while
standingnexttohiscarwithinthe
hotel compound.

Earlier in the morning, one of
Wanchai'srelativesidentified only
as Heng testified to police at Ipm
about a Line message in which
‘Wanchai told Heng that after his
death, his body should be cre-
mated at a temple near Heng’s
residence. Police investigators
and Heng then abruptly left the
Bang Khen precinct at 11am.

At 1.30pm, police reported
that they had located Wanchai in

Suttisarn Winitchai Soi 1in Phya
Thai district, resulting in the siege,
which was overseen by acting
Metropolitan Police chief Pol Lt-
General Sanit Mahathaworn.

Wanchai, who appeared to be
exhausted fromalack of sleepand
stress, kept pointing the gun to
his head while his relatives tried
toconvince him to givehimselfup.

Police who watched from less
than 100 metres away occasion-
ally clapped their hands and
talked about Wanchai’s previous
meritstoencourage himto givein.

An ambulance was standing
by in front of the hotel’s entrance
while commando units were posi-
tioned around the place.

Curbs on live telecast

The National Broadcasting
and Telecommunication Com-
mission yesterday sent an urgent
letter orderingall television chan-
nels to stop broadcasting live the
standoff between Wanchai and
police. Continuouslivebroadcast
of such violent images could be
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violation of the law, the watchdog
said.

Dr Taweesin Visanuyothin,
director of the Child and
Adolescent Mental Health
Rajanagarindra Institute, asked
TV media, which broadcast the
stand-offlive for more than three
hours, to stop because the con-
stant live coverage had increased
pressure onthe suspectand nego-
tiators who wanted to save the
suspect’s life. The constant TV
coverage also made it more diffi-
cult for authorities to handle the
situation with the risk of undesir-
able images and footage. The live
streaming raised media experts’
concern over journalists’ ethics.

“It’s risky and this may have
violated media ethics,” said
Banyong Suwanpong, a member
ofthe ethics committee of the Thai
Journalists Association and the
Thai Broadcast Journalists
Association. “The event is so sen-
sitive that the media should avoid
live broadcast,” he said.

Pirongrong Ramasoota, a
communication arts lecturer at
Chulalongkorn University, said
the media should not interfere in
a police operation.
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AIS CHALLENGES NBTC FEE DEMAND >> 38

AIS challenges NBTC fee deman

CURRENT RULE SETTING MINIMUM FEE ‘UNFAIR’

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

ADVANCED Info Service has
declined to pay the National
Broadcasting and Telecommuni-
cations Commission a fee of Bt125
million for use of the 900OMHz spec-
trum to serve its customers on an
interim basis following the expiry of
its concession last September.

AIS said the fee payment regula-
tion is unfair as it set a minimum fee
payment unlike the previous regula-
tion that did not set a minimum pay-
ment. The previous rule had applied
in the cases of True Move and Digital
Phone Co for using the 1800MHz
spectrum after their concession
ended on September 2013, while the
current rule applies to AIS.

The company senttheletterto the
NBTC on Tuesday that it was willing
to pay this fee under the previousrule.

On December 18 lastyear, AIShad
filed a case with the Central
Administrative Court against the
existing regulation.

the state coffers.

Recently AIS was allowed by the
National Council for Peace and
Order to extend the deadline to
switch off its 900MHz services to
June 30 this year from the deadline
of April 14 set by the Central
Administrative Court.

Under the NBTC’s new remedy
period regulations, AIS has to ini-

THE COMPANY SENT THE LETTER TO THE NBTC ON TUESDAY
THAT IT WAS WILLING TO PAY THIS FEE UNDER THE

PREVIOUS RULE.

On May 10, the NBTC had
demanded Bt125 million from AIS
for using the 90OMHz spectrum
since last October, when its conces-
sion ended, till March 31 this year.
AlSwasrequired to paywithin seven
days of receiving the NBTC letter.
The money would be transferred to
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tially transfer such spectrum-use fee
during the remedy period to NBTC
at a rate not lower than its conces-
sion fee in the last year of service
operation.

Afterthis initial payment, AIS will
also have to pay a similar fee to the
NBTC again based on the remaining
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revenue after deducting expenses.

According to the AIS concession
contract, AIS paid 30 per cent of total
revenue to TOT from its post-paid
cellular service and 20 per cent from
its prepaid cellular service.

Butthe Bt125-million paymentis
based on the rate of prepaid service
concession fee of 20 per cent as all
its existing users during the remedy
period are in the prepaid service.

The NBTC last year asked True
Corp to pay a similar fee, as its sub-
sidiary TrueMove had continued to
provide the service on 1800MHz
to customers until November 2015
after its concession ended in
September 2013.

The total fee for the period from
September 2013 to July 2014 totalled
Bt1.069 billion.

However, both parties have yet to
settle the final amount that
TrueMove has to pay.
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