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NBTC to set
single tariff

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The national telecom regulator will set a single
tariff ceiling for both third- and fourth-genera-
tion wireless broadband services in a drive to
make mobile communication services more
affordable for low-income consumers.

A single ceiling rate of below 69 satang a
minute for voice service and below 26 satang
per megabyte for internet usage will take
effect by September, said Takorn Tantasith,
secretary-general of the National Broadcast-
ing and Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC).

Currently, the maximum 3G rate is set at 82
satang a minute for voice service, 1.33 bahta
message for SMS, 3.32 baht a message for MMS
and 28 satang a megabyte for data service.

The maximum 4G mobile tariff rates have
also been capped at 69 satang per minute for
voice service and 26 satang per megabyte for
data service.

“A single rate ceiling will be established for
both 3G and 4G services in order to reduce
consumer confusion,” Mr Takorn said.

“The ceiling rates will definitely be lower
than the existing 3G and 4G tariff rates,”
he added.

The NBTC will soon force mobile operators
who earlier won licences to operate on the
1800- and 900MHz spectra to start charging
customers on a per-second basis.

There are 103 million mobile subscribers
in Thailand.
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topics at a National

Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) seminarthis week, being boot-
edabout,asusual,likeapolitical foot-
ball. There was genuine concern,
though, about the wind of change
sweeping the news industry and the
dire financial state in which it's left
some media outlets.

The fear is that money is now the
guiding factor in the selection and
presentation of news stories, more so
thanthepublicinterestand evenmore
so than political expedience.
Reporters’ and editors’ freedom to

choose what stories they cover, and
how, hasdiminishedinthefiscal heat.
Media independence has become a
rarity. The news media rest atop two
pillars of income — from subscriptions
andfromadvertising. TheInternetand
thedigitalaudienceit feedscontinues
to chip away at newspaper and TV
subscriptionrevenues, forcingthemto
battle one another for shares of the
advertising investment. The “blue
ocean” — the uncontested, potential-
ly high-profit market share awaiting
fresh and innovative players — has
turnedthetraditional revenuestreams
intoaredocean, bloodiedinafrenzied
fight involving both established print

M edia freedom was among the

EDITORIAL
MEDIA'S STRUGGLE to survive in the ‘red ocean’

INCREASINGLY BEGUILED BY CORPORATE SPONSORS, THE NEWS BUSINESS COMES TO RELY ON INDIVIDUAL CONSCIENCE

and television news outlets and new-
comersthatarebrave, wealthyorfool-
hardy enough torisk the waters.

All of this bodes ill for media free-
dom, of course. The print business in
Thailand, long the torchbearer of
integrity and independence, is now
also threatened with the loss of
reporters in a significant migration to
financially sounder broadcast outlets
and the trendy allure of digital plat-
forms. Subscription revenue is imma-
terialinsuchplacesbecausecorporate
sponsors are picking up the tab, but
that invariably means that news
reportingisadjusted tomeet thespon-
sors'requirements. Controversial top-

ics — such as suppression of rights
under the military government — are
kept to a minimum, if allowed at all.
Thesecommercial patronshaveno
need to bully reporters or threaten to
shut down their organisations to get
themontheirside. They captivatewith
smiles and money and other incen-
tives. It’s often enough to persuade a
journalist to abdicate the freedom to
report the news honestly and the
responsibility to uphold the public
interest.Dictatorsusegunsandrepres-
sive laws to co-opt the news media,
and for doing so they draw condem-
nation. Big business uses gifts and
promises of future fiscal rewards, yet
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it remains immune to any backlash.
Goodjournalistsknowhowtowage
battle with dictators. Difficult as the
task may be, they know what they’re
up against. The courting of a mag-
nanimouscorporatelackeyistrickierto
gauge and fend off. Therearenointer-
national organisations to help jour-
nalists combat the influences of
advertisers. Thereare no ground rules
for the reporter-sponsor relationship.
And the lines are forever blurred.
TheNBTChasitsowndutyinlead-
ingtheindustrythroughthespreading
ethical morass. It must always be on
guard as the impacts, good and bad,
of the vast new realm of digital TV

become clearer. More news-media
outletsthaneverareseekingsharesin
the same, relatively unchanged fund-
ing source. Where previously four or
five TV stations fought over advertis-
ing revenue, now there are dozens.
And compounding this complicat-
edsituationistheevaporationofread-
ersubscriptions, themainstay of print
journalism. Survival increasingly
becomes a matter of compromising
values and catering to the needs,
whims and prejudices of corporate
sponsors. In these uncharted waters,
withnoethical adviceyet setinstone,
professional pride comes down to a
matter of personal conscience.
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