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COMMENTARY
Anchalee Kongrut

Real life can’t
really mimic
the movies

n the final scene of the Oscar-winning
road movie, Thelma & Louise, the two
desperate housewives and fugitives
look at one another and hold hands.
“Let us keep going.” “What do you
mean?” “Go!" “You sure?” Then, they hit
the gas of the 1966 Ford Thunderbird con-
vertible classic and fly off the cliff.

The final moment of this drama came
after weeks of negotiations with police
which ended in nihilism, and in style. A
police negotiator ran after the car, waving
goodbye to the fun and fearless fugitives.
It is one of those scenes in which movie
makers and cinematographers choose to
glamorise death and the act of suicide.

Iam not a fan of death, noram I in
love with suicide. I just love watching
movies with crisis negotiations — Dog
Day Afternoon, John Q., The Negotiator to
name but a few.

In fact, I have faith in peaceful negotia-
tion and I always believe criminals or
suspects have stories to tell. Movies of
this genre put the spotlight on emotion,
the minds of suspects, masterminds or
even bad guys, and in doing so, they try to
tell us to understand the views of others.

But most of all, I love to watch and
hear negotiators talk and walk, and the
way they master their tone of voice to
pacify or convince armed and dangerous

men to surrender their guns, release hos-
tages and turn themselves over to police.

Personally, I find this intriguing. It is
a job in which the choice of words and
the way they talk are a matter of life and
death. The wrong words or tone of voice
can lead someone to pull the trigger.

So, you might assume I would have
enjoyed watching the live news broadcast
of the marathon standoff between police
and Wanchai Danaitamonut, a suspect in
the double murder at a university, which
ended when the latter tragically shot him-
selfin the head last Thursday.

I missed the live broadcast and never
regretted it. In a bid to catch up, I later
watched a news clip, but it was too sad
and I left it unfinished.

The negotiating scene looked too
noisy, with police, relatives and students
kneeling and begging him to surrender
his gun. I tried to find a negotiator — the
cool guy who would handle the whole
situation — but could not locate one.

In the movies we see a negotiator usu-
ally using a phone to talk in private with
a suspect, but in the Wanchai case police
used a speaker to communicate. We
could hear only from police and relatives.
I wonder what the suspect was saying?

The first reaction that came to my
mind was, “What a noisy scene, a scene
like this would drive an ordinary man
mad. If I were him, I might have pulled
the trigger too.”

But it was not a movie. The attempts
by our media to turn the suspect’s final
chapter into prime time news coverage
made things worse.

The Office of The National Broadcast-
ing and Telecommunications Commis-
sion (NBTC) deserves praise for restoring
calm and order to this media circus.
Shortly after the end of the stand-off,
NBTC threatened to take legal action
against the news stations.

A few stations such as PPTV deserve
credit for not broadcasting the final act.
But one day later, the mass-circulation
Thai Rath newspaper carried a huge
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image of Wanchai putting a gun to
his temple.

It used the same photo as an inset to
accompany the larger image of Wanchai's
body covered in a white sheet. Such
crass journalism.

What is most worrying is the impact
on the audience. A real scene of a person
taking his life is different from the glam-
orous scene of Thelma and Louise com-
mitting suicide when their car plunges
from a cliff. Indeed, media reporting on
suicides has been found to have an effect
on the trend of suicide.

According to an article by Denise-
Marie Ordway published on the website
Harvard Kennedy School in February,
“certain kinds of news coverage can
increase the likelihood that someone will
commit suicide, which was the second-
leading cause of death globally among
individuals aged 15 to 29 in 20127

Now, apart from the media, police are
also criticised for poor handling of the
crisis negotiation.

It is unclear whether police at the
standoff were trained negotiators, even as
an officer maintained they did their best.
But one thing is certain: there was no psy-
chological expert or psychologist present.

CIB chief Thitirach Nongphanphitak
said police decided not to use psycholo-
gists in the six-hour standoff. “It was out
of concern for their safety and since the
suspect killer was well educated and may
not have needed them,” he said.

Apparently, our police need more than
areform. They seriously need to watch
the movie The Negotiator.

Anchalee Kongrut writes about the
environment in the Life section,
Bangkok Post.
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MARKET MONITOR

NUNTAWUN POLKUAMDEE
DARANA CHUDASRI

Recap: Stock markets retreated across
the world last weelk as investors
digested news that the US Federal
Reserve appears very likely to raise its
benchmark interest rate next month.
The anxiety also took a toll on the
Thai stock market and pushed the
benchmark index down below 1,400
points again.

The SET Index moved in a range
of 1,384.12 and 1,411.02 points and
closed at 1,385.86, down 0.6% from
the previous week, in brisk turnover
averaging 46.09 billion baht a day in
a holiday-shortened week. Institu-
tional investors were net buyers of
2.23 billion baht and foreign investors
bought 961.43 million more than they
sold. Retail investors were net sellers
of 2.72 billion baht and brokers sold
528.69 million.

Big movers: BM gained 35.4%
to 3.90 baht above its 2.88-baht IPO
price on its MAI debut on Tuesday.

It closed the week at 3.52 baht, up
22.2%. Top gainer AEC was the added
36.4% to close at 0.60 baht, while top
loser SOLAR sank 48.1% to 4.20 baht.
MAX led in volume, jumping 17.6% to
0.20 baht. Leading in turnover were
ADVANC, adding 6.5% to 156 baht;
JAS, up 2.7% to 4.60 baht; and IVL,
losing 6.2% to 30.25 baht.

Newsmakers: The minutes of the
April Fed meeting were unusually
frank, with participants saying “it
likely would be appropriate” to raise
interest rates in June if the US econ-
omy shows clear signs of a rebound
from a weak winter.

BUS consumer prices recorded
their biggest increase in more than
three years in April as gasoline and
rents rose, pointing to a steady infla-
tion buildup that could help the
Fed’s rate-hike argument. Other data
showed housing starts and industrial
production rebounded strongly last
month. Housing starts increased 6.6%
to a seasonally adjusted annual pace

www.ignewsclip.com

of 1.17 million units.

M Japan sidestepped a recession
after its economy grew in the first
quarter. GDP expanded by 0.4% from
the previous quarter — or 1.7% at an
annualised rate — after a contraction
in the last three months of 2015.

® Malaysia's central bank left its key
interest rate at 3.25% as expected, on
expectations that domestic consump-
tion will grow along with increased
wages and employment.

B The Philippine economy grew by
6.9% during the first quarter, driven by
a healthy services sector.

EmThailand’s GDP growth hit a
three-year high of 3.2% in the first
quarter, thanks to government
stimulus measures and tourism, said
the National Economic and Social
Development Board.

mThe NESDB has revised up its
GDP growth projection for the year to
arange of 3% to 3.5%, compared with
2.8% to 3.8% estimated in February.
As well, the Fiscal Policy Office (FPO)
now expects full-year growth to top its
forecast of 3.3%, with 4% expansion
possible in the third quarter.

B The Tourism Authority of
Thailand (TAT) expects international
arrivals to continue to rise in the third
quarter, the traditional low season,
by 13.4% year-on-year to 8.2 million,
with revenue rising 17% to 413.5 bil-
lion baht.

m Advanced Info Service (AIS)
appears set to be named the winner
by default of the 900-megahertz 4G
spectrum auction after the market
leader made good on its pledge to take
up the licence forfeited by JAS Mobile
Broadband. Rivals DTAC and True
Move have made clear they don’t want
to take part in a new bidding round.

B Twenty-five digital TV opera-
tors can make partial payments of
the third instalment of their auction
fees today and will be charged 7.5%
interest on the balance due until they
make the full payment. The National

Broadcasting and Telecommunica-
tions Commission (NBTC) has not
specified the deadline for full pay-
ment, but the change represents an
easing of terms just the same.

m Berli Jucker (BJC) said the
number of BIG C Supercenter share-

News ID: C-160523001151 (23 May 16/06:24)
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No contest: AIS likely to get more 4G
spectrum as rivals stay away.

holders accepting its tender offer that
closed on May 11 represented 97.94%
of shares outstanding.

® Bangkok Life Assurance (BLA)
president Chone Sophonpanich will
step down from the top post and all
his other positions to spend more time
with his family in the US. His resigna-
tion will take effect from July 1.

H Continued investment in two
digital TV channels led GMM Grammy
Plc to post a first-quarter net loss of
144 million baht, with revenue falling
12% to nearly 2 billion baht. Exclud-
ing extraordinary transactions would
narrow the net loss by 63%.

m Sermsuk Plc (SSC), the maker of
Est soft drinks, is pushing into primar-
ily Asean countries to raise exports
to 20% of overall sales within four
years. The move is part of a plan by
parent Thai Beverage Group (Thai-
Bev), owned by billionaire Charoen
Sirivadhanabhakdi, to boost sales of
non-alcoholic products to 150 billion
baht by 2020.

H Tipco Asphalt Plc (Tasco), the
country’s biggest asphalt maker,
posted record-high domestic sales
volume in the first quarter, helped
by government spending. Net
profit was 1.18 billion baht, up 5.3%
year-on-year.

B The petrochemical maker
IRPC Plc expects a record profit this
year after cutting costs, improving
efficiency and starting an upstream
project for hygienic and value-added
products. Last year it earned 9.4
billion baht, reversing a loss of 5.24
billion in 2014.

Coming up this week: The Markit
Eurozone Composite PMI for May is
due today.
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B Thailand’s trade figures for April
are expected on Tuesday. Due the
same day are US new home sales in
April and the euro zone ZEW expecta-
tions survey for May.

Stocks to watch: Capital Nomura
Securities recommends selective
buying of INTUCH and ADVANC,
and trading buys of LPH, TTCL, SCI,
TASCO, ABICO, INET, CKP, GFPT
and SMT.

Bualuang Securities’ top picks are
KTB, KBANK, INTUCH and TASCO.

Technical view: KT Zmico Securi-
ties sees support at 1,380 with resist-
ance at 1,420. Bualuang Securities
pegs support at 1,370 and resistance at
1,416 points.
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MCOT’s extra
spectrum to be
reallocated

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The government insists it will reallocate the unused
2600-megahertz broadcasting frequency of MCOT
Plc for broadband internet service by next year.

The spectrum will be allocated through auc-
tions by the National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission (NBTC) by mid-2017,
said Deputy Prime Minister Prajin Juntong.

The state-run broadcaster will receive finan-
cial compensation from the state in exchange for
returning the 60MHz of bandwidth.

MCOT holds 144MHz of bandwidth on the
2600MHz spectrum to provide pay-TV services.

The reallocation is to comply with new digital
economy-related laws, including the NBTC law,
governing greater flexibility in the management
of spectrum resources.

MCOT signed a contract in 2010 with Playwork,
an IT solutions provider, to have the latter oper-
ate the planned pay-TV service for 15 years on a
revenue-sharing basis. However, Playwork never
launched the service because of problems related
to importing high-tech equipment.

MCOT was delighted to return the bandwidth
to follow the government’s digital economy policy
to serve the country’s interests.

“We [the state] expect the auction of the 60MHz
band on the 2600MHz spectrum to take place by
mid-2017,” said ACM Prajin.

News ID: C-160523001127 (23 May 16/06:16)
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He said the new NBTC law was expected to
promote efficient use of frequencies and help the
telecom regulator manage the reallocation of other
spectrum ranges that are now being used by many
state enterprises.

NBTC secretary-general Takorn Tantasith said
the regulator initially planned to reallocate four
additional spectrum bands by 2020 for the devel-
opment of fifth-generation (5G) wireless broad-
band services and to serve growing demand for
mobile data communication.

The 700, 850, 1500 and part of the 1800MHz
spectra (now operated by Total Access Communi-
cation Plc under a 2G concession that will expire in
2018) will be allocated through auctions by 2020.

Even though mobile operators provide mobile
services via a combined 250MHz of bandwidth
on spectrum bands ranging from the 850, 900,
1800 and 2100MHz frequencies, Mr Takorn said
operators would need more and bandwidth in
both low and high spectrum bands for their long-
term frequency management and to meet cus-
tomer demand.

“At least a combined 690MHz of bandwidth
is needed for greater efficiency in providing 4G
and 5G services over the next four years,” Mr
Takorn said.

The GSM Association recently urged the gov-
ernment to outline a clear roadmap for the real-
location of the 700, 850, 1800, 2300 and 2600MHz
bands to promote affordable fixed and mobile
broadband internet access. The association said
allocating more spectrum is crucial to developing
the country’s digital infrastructure, accelerating
the government’s efforts to achieve nationwide
digitalisation by 2020.

A digital economy can improve GDP growth,
broad-based socioeconomic prosperity, labour
productivity and enhance competitiveness.
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