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5 no-shows for auction fees

NANAT SUCHIVA

Five digital TV channel operators failed to
appear yesterday to pay the third instal-
mentof auction fees, saying they would wait
tohear acourt's decision ontheir payment
delay request.

The five channels missing the payment
were One, PPTV, Thairath TV, GMM and
Bright TV.

They sald in a joint statement that they
declined to pay the third auction fee instal-
ment because they were awaiting a ruling
on their injunction request.

The Central Administrative Court will
hear the case on Friday.

The five channels are part of a group of
eight digital TV channels seeking a court
injunction for a payment delay. The com-
bined auction fees for the eight channelsare

News ID: C-160524001054 (24 May 16/06:04)
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worth 3 billion baht for the third instalment.

Three of the eight — Nation, Now and
Spring News — made their payments yes-
terday but reserved their rights if the court
ruled in their favour.

Takorn Tantasith, secretary-general of
the National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission, said the regula-
tor’s next move would be to collect docu-
ments related to the case, with the NBTC
passing them to the broadcasting panel to
find a solution.

“We hope the operatorsofthe five digital
TV channels will come to pay the auction
fees,” he said. “We will send them a legal
notice soon after the broadcasting panel's
next meeting.”’

The eight channels have blamed the
NBTC for failing to facilitate a smooth digi-
tal TV transition.
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Five of the 22 digital TV
stations failed to meet the
deadline yesterday for the
third payment of licence fees,
with a combined value of

Bt2.3 billion, the broadcasting

regulator said. >>1B

5 fail to meet licence fee
deadline for 3rd instalment

TV STATIONS AWAIT COURT RULING; EXTRA INTEREST REQUIRED

WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THE NATION

FIVE of the 22 digital TV stations
yesterday failed to meet the dead-
line for the third instalment of
upfront licence fees, with a com-
bined value of Bt2.388 billion,
according to the broadcasting

regulator.

Takorn Tantasith, secretary-
general of the National
Broadcasting and
Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC), said
Bangkok Media and

Broadcasting, the operator of
PPTV; GMM Grammy, the oper-
ator of One 31 and GMM 25;
Triple V Broadcast, the operator
of Thairath TV; and Bright
Television, the operator of the
Bright TV news channel, missed
the deadline, which was 4.30pm.

“At this point, we need further
explanation from those digital-
TV licensees on this matter.
However, after the failure to meet
this responsibility, they have to

pay additional interest of 7.5 per
cent per annum on top of their
instalment payment in accor-
dance with the broadcasting reg-
ulation,” he said.

However, Takorn said his
administration would give them
two more weeks to pay up before
issuing written requests.

As of'yesterday’s deadline, the
NBTC received a total of Bt6.485
billion from 17 digital-TV
licensees. They were Channel
3HD, 3SD, 3Family, MCOT HD,
MCOT Family, True4U, TNN24,
Nation TV, Now26, Channel
7HD, Amarin TV, Workpoint TV,
Channel 8, Mono 29, VoiceTV,
Springnews TV and New TV.

On behalf of the group of that
decided to postpone their pay-
ments, Kematat Paladesh, presi-
dent of Bangkok Media and
Broadcasting, explained that they
were waiting for the final ruling
by the Central Administrative
Court after those five television
stations sued the NBTC last
August for Bt9.55 billion in dam-
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IN THIS ROUND OF
PAYMENTS, THE NBTC
EXPECTS TO RECEIVE
TOTAL REVENUE OF ABOUT
BT9.26 BILLION INCLUSIVE
OF VALUE-ADDED TAX,
PAID BY 24 TERRESTRIAL-
BASED DIGITAL TV
BROADCASTERS.

ages over the regulator’s alleged
negligence in marshalling the
transition from analog to digital
TV.

The court is expected to make
a decision this Friday.

In this round of payments, the
NBTC expects to receive total rev-
enue of about Bt9.26 billion
inclusive of value-added tax, paid
by 24 terrestrial-based digital TV
broadcasters.

Ofthattotal, about Bt3.94 bil-
lion will be from seven broad-
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casters of high-definition variety
digital TV; around Bt3.19 billion
from seven standard-definition
variety broadcasters; about Bt1.81
billion from seven SD news broad-
casters; and the remainder of
about Bt377 million from three
family channels.

Early this year, the NBTC
revoked Thai TV Co’s two digital
licences - one for a news channel
and one in the family category -
after it refused to pay the second
instalment of its upfront licence
fees last year. However, Bangkok
Bank, the financial guarantor of
Thai TV Co, paid the amount on
behalf of its client.

Bangkok Bank is reported to
have taken the responsibility for
the new round of payment for its
client as well. According to the
NBTC, Thai TV has to pay a total
of Bt384.344 million for the third
instalment of its licence fees. Of
the total amount, Bt260.651 mil-
lion will be for its news channel
and Bt123.692 million for its fam-
ily channel.

Amongthose paying their third
instalments, BEC World’s BEC-
Multimedia, which operates 3HD,
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3SD and 3Family, was the biggest
spenderwith atotal of Bt1.167.594
billion. Of that figure, Bt593.85
million was for the 3HD variety
channel, Bt44:6.19 million for the
3SD variety channel and
Bt127.544 million for the 3Family
channel.

True Corporation ranked third,
paying about Bt712.834 million
for its True4U SD variety channel
and TNN24 news channel.

Nation Multimedia Group paid
Bt692.932 million for its two dig-
ital TV licences. Ofthat, Bt262.792
million was paid by NMG’s NBC
Next Vision for the Nation
TV news station while Bt430.14
million was paid by its sister

company Bangkok Business
Broadcasting for the Now 26 SD
variety station.

State-owned media enterprise
MCOT showed up last week to pay
a total of Bt679.45 million for
the MCOT HD variety channel
(Bt553.19 million) and MCOT
Family channel (Bt126.26 mil-
lion).

Takorn said his office would
transfer the revenue it had
received to the state soon.
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Stations hit for
suicide drama

THE NATION

FOUR free-to-air TV stations
were invited by broadcasting reg-
ulators yesterday to clarify their
reasons for broadcasting live tele-
casts last week of a suspect sought
for two murders who was threat-
ening to commit suicide. This
allegedly broke broadcasting

rules.

Dr Wanchai Danaitamonut, a
lecturer at Phranakhon Rajabhat
University, shot himself after a
stand-off with police who were
seeking his arrest in connection
with the murder oftwo colleagues.

The National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) subcommittee on TV pro-

gramming

scheduling,

chaired by Peerapong Manakit,
vesterday asked ThaiRath TV,
TNN 24, Springnews TV and
Nation TV, which is part of the
Nation Multimedia Group, to
explain their reasons for continu-
ing to broadcast as Wanchainego-
tiated with police and threatened

to kill himself.

The broadcasting regulator has
not punished the operators yetbut

has issued warnings.

Last week, four of five mem-
bers of the NBTC’s broadcasting
committee agreed to issue warn-
ingletters to the broadcasters and
ordered all TV networks to stop
live broadecasting in such circum-
stances, saying it could constitute
a violation of Section 37 of the

Broadcasting

and Television

Business Operations Act BE 2551

(2008).

The decision by broadcasters
to pre-empt normal program-
ming to show the negotiations
and eventual suicide may have
also broken other regulations
related to TV programming and

scheduling.
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AIS launches first prepaid
fixed broadband service

SUCHIT LEESA-NGUANSUK

Mobile leader Advanced Info Service Plc
(AIS) yesterday launched Thailand’s first
prepaid fixed broadband service with con-
nection speeds of 15 megabits per second
for a 500-baht monthly top-up fee.

In turn, Jasmine International Plc,
through subsidiary Triple T Broadband —
the operator of landline broadband ser-
vices under the 3BB brand — launched a
counter-attack against the country’s larg-
est mobile operator by slashing prices
of its fixed-line broadband service for a
50Mbps plan to 700 baht a month, down
from 2,500 baht.

Competition in the fixed broadband
market can expect more intensity as AIS
moves aggressively to establish its pres-
ence. Jasmine, meanwhile, wants to boost
its broadband sales after forfeiting its first
payment for a 4G wireless broadband
licence it won in December.

“We aim to become the No.2 broadband
player by 2019, overtaking 3BB broadband,’
said Saran Phaloprakarn, AIS’s senior
vice-president for fixed broadband busi-
ness management.

True now has 2.5 million broadband
subscribers, followed by Triple T Broad-
band with 2 million and TOT Plc with more
than 1 million. There are 6.5 million fixed
broadband subscribers in Thailand out of
20 million households.

Ofthe total, 5 million are customers use
ADSL, atechnology that enables data trans-
mission over copper telephone lines. The
remaining 1.5 million are using a fibre optic
network with a higher transmission rate
than traditional copper-based broadband.

As of December, AIS had 450,000 broad-
band users after launching commercial ser-
vices in April last year.

“We aim to have 1 million customers by
2018, increasing to 2 million by 2019,” Mr
Saran said.
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He said fibre optic broadband is
expected to increasingly eat into the market
share of ADSL thanks to declining prices
and faster connection speeds.

AIS expects fibre optic broadband to be
the next growth engine for the company
in the years ahead as mobile service has
already reached saturation point.

Mr Saran said demand for faster-speed
and higher-bandwidth internet connec-
tions continues to grow among consumers.
The landscape of television is changing as
consumers shift from simply watching TV to
streaming videos and on-demand content.

AIS plans to spend 7 billion baht to
expand its fibre optic broadband network
to cover 24 provinces this year.

Another 10 billion baht will be used to
broaden network coverage to 40 provinces
in 2017.

The company is spending 100 million
baht to promote its fibre optic broad-
band service, including a marketing cam-
paign called Dorm Net to draw univer-
sity residents.

AIS aims to expand the Dorm Net service
to 900 dormitories by year-end, up from
20 now.

The company also hopes to expand its
fibre-optic broadband service to the corpo-
rate market in the second half of the year.

Mr Saran acknowledged that AIS missed
its initial target to achieve 800,000 broad-
band subscribers in the first year of opera-
tion, as the roll-out of the broadband net-
work moved too slowly.

The telecom committee of the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC) yesterday approved
AlS subsidiary Advanced Wireless Network
(AWN) as a qualified bidder in the re-auc-
tion of the 900-megahertz spectrum.

AWN was the sole bidder to submit doc-
uments to the NBTC last week to enter the
May 27 re-auction, with a deposit guarantee
of 3.78 billion baht.
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AWN pre-gualifies for
900MHz auction

Advanced Info Service's unit Advanced
Wireless Network has passed the pre-qualifica-
tion stage for the second auction of one 900-
megahertz licence on Friday, the telecom com-
mittee of the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission said yesterday.

AWN is the only bidder for the pair of bands -
895-905MHz and 940-950MHz - forfeited by Jas
Mobile Broadband. The bidding starts at Bt75.65
billion, Jas Mobile Broadband's winning quote in
the December auction.
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