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TELECOMMUNICATIONS & TECHNOLOGY

True calls for 5G clarity

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The frequency standards of potential fifth-
generation (5G) technologies will influence
auction prices for future wireless spectra,
says the boss of True Move.

“The regulator needs to quickly deter-
mine the spectrum ranges for Thailand’s 5G
wireless broadband service in preparation
for the next wave of mobile technology,’
said Suphachai Chearavanont, president
and chief executive of True Move.

True Move is closely monitoring global
commercial 5G service trends to ensure a
sustainable mobile strategy and continued
growth of mobile data communication in
an era of hypermobile (always-connected)
consumers.

Mr Suphachai said True Move had yet
to decide what spectrum bands will suit
the company best for 5G service, despite
the National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission (NBTC) initially
planning to allocate a series of 5G spectra
over the next fewyears.

Global standards for 5G spectra have not
been settled. The International Telecom-
munication Union (ITU), a UN agency
whose purpose is to coordinate telecom
operations and services throughout the
world, is looking at new spectrum bands
in the range below 1GHz up to 100GHz.

5G is the next major phase of mobile
communication. The 5G network is
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expected to roll out globally by 2020, with
peak mobile internet speeds jumping to
between 1Gbps and 10Gbps.

Mr Suphachai said Thailand’s mobile
data traffic had witnessed a surge, more
than doubling over the past few years,
thanks to full commercial 4G network
roll-out.

“I believe 3G-compatible smartphones
will disappear from the Thai handset
market by early 2017,” he said, adding that
migrating from 3G to 4G will be much faster
than 2G to 3G.

True Move holds a combined 55MHz
of bandwidth on various spectrum ranges.

“With the greatest variety of frequen-
cies and largest amount of bandwidth, True
Move has had an advantage over our bigger
rivals for at least three years,” Mr Supha-
chai said.

AIS has 40MHz of bandwidth, including
the 10MHz it won bidding on the 900MHz
band last Friday. But the country’s largest
mobile operator has twice the subscriber
base of True Move, with 40 million sub-
scribers compared with 20.4 million for
True Move.

NBTC secretary-general Takorn Tanta-
sith said the regulator planned to auction
two spectrum ranges by 2018: 45MHz of
bandwidth on the 1800MHz spectrum, now
being used by DTAC, whose concession will
expire in 2018; and 10MHz of the 850MHz
spectrum, also being used by DTAC.
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