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COMMENTARY
Umesh Pandey

JAS fine falls
short, shows
NBTC failure

he National Broadcasting and
Telecommunication Commis-
sion's (NBTC) verdict against
Jasmine Mobile Broadband
does not come as asurprise.

Those expecting fair play will be disap-
pointed. We are made to believe that we
are in an era where fair play is the name
of the game, even in the political and
economic sectors.

According to news reports, the NBTC
has finally decided to seek compensation
0f 199.43 million baht from JAS Mobile
Broadband, a subsidiary of Jasmine Inter-
national Plc (JAS), for its failure to pay
the first instalment of its 900-megahertz
licence fee of 75.65 billion baht.

JAS was supposed to malke the first
payment of 8.04 billion baht on March
21. Its inability to do so sent shock-
waves through the industry. The NBTC
then appeared to come up with various
approaches to deal with the failure to pay,
including fines close to 50% of the licence
fee value — or about 36 billion baht — or
possible suspension and non-extension of
existing licences for the company’s bread
and butter — its broadband network.

Analysts and investors had already dis-
counted the interruption of the various
broadband networks whose concessions
end in 2026. The NBTC supposedly had

no right to bring a class action suit against
JAS or its parent company, nor its other
subsidiaries which include the television
station MONO.

All this sounds great if you are a JAS
shareholder or a manager at the firm.
This is because JAS's bid for the 900MHz
spectrum was the highest of its kind, ever.

When JAS failed to pay the first instal-
ment, the government leapt into action.
It is anyone’s guess what transpired
between Advanced Info Service Plc (AIS),
the NBTC and the government that led
to AIS deciding to re-enter the bidding
process the second time around despite
having laughed at JAS and True Corp Plc
for bidding exorbitant prices during the
first round.

The NBTC is nothing
but a talk shop.

AIS came back to buy the 900MHz
licence at the same price proposed by
JAS. Cash-rich AIS has already payed the
first instalment that was not due until
later this year.

Jasmine Mobile still retains the
option to dispute the imposition of the
199.43-million-baht fine, although thanlk-
fully they cannot dispute the 645 million
baht bond the firm had to place as a
guarantee to become an eligible bidder
for the spectrum.

Yet, all the proposed punishments
seemed to evaporate and that makes the
NBTC a paper tiger, or a public disgrace.

As before, nobody in the NBTC would
take responsibility for the fiasco, be it
the failure to undertake the bidding in
a proper manner or its ability to follow
through with the payments or basic
due diligence.

The NBTC never cleared up how a
company such as JAS would be able to
bid and pay for a licence when the bid
price of even half the amount they had
submitted would have been more than
its market capitalisation on the Stoclk
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Exchange of Thailand.

Maybe I am just over-analysing the
matter and am not on the same wave-
length as the NBTC. Had they really
thought the matter through we would
never have ended up in the current
situation. But then again, hindsight is
20:20.

Now that we are in a situation that
clearly shows that the NBTC is nothing
but a tallk shop, I would like to take the
liberty to call upon our leaders to take
action regarding such offences in the
business sector.

The two parties that have failed to do
what was expected of them, the NBTC
and JAS, must be taken to task.

With all the power they hold, our
leaders should take steps to hammer out
a solution that would show they are seri-
ous. Our leaders should not concentrate
on suppressing people with different
political viewpoints but instead show
the determination needed to move the
country forward.

What about invoking Section 44 of
the interim charter to impose a harsh
punishment on JAS and possibly firing
some NBTC executives for failing to do
their job? Severe punishments should
be applied to those in the private
sector who mess with the system and
civil servants or independent bodies
that make mistakes. They must all be
held accountable.

But then maybe [ am asking for too
much. The government may be too
preoccupied with its political wrangling
to even think of taking such action for the
sake of the country.

Umesh Pandey is editor of Asia Focus,
Bangkok Post.
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JASMINE AGREES TO
PAY BT199M FINE

Jasmine International yesterday
informed the Stock Exchange of
Thailand that its subsidiary Jas
Mobile Broadband will pay the
Bt199.42-million fine for failing to
pay the first instalment of its upfront
%OO-megahertz licence fee onMarch

On Wednesday, the Telecom
Committee ordered Jas Mobile to
pay the full amount within 15 days.

The amount comprises the cost
incurred by the National
Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission in
holding the initial 900MHz licence
auction last December, a fine for fail-
ing to pay the first instalment of
Bt8.04 billion and the cost of hold-
ing the second auction for the licence
on May 27.

It has already confiscated the
Bt644-million surety that the com-
pany placed with the committee
before the December auction of two
900MHz licences.

The NBTC also pointed out that
all the telecommunications and
Internet licences that it granted to
the subsidiaries of Jasmine
International are still valid.
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Headline: Nation TV aims to broaden its appeal with edutainment shows

Nation Broadcasting Corporation (NBC)president and chief executiv offi-

NATION

cer Adisak Limparungpatanakij, third from right, and other NBC executives
announce the channel’s new strategy under the concept ‘Nation beyond
News' to celebrate its 16th anniversary.

Nation TV aims to broaden its appeal with edutainment shows

THE NATION

THE NATION TV 24-hour news sta-
tion, broadcasting on digital channel
22, is overhauling its programming
under the concept of “Nation beyond
News” with world-class edutainment
tohelp broadenitstarget audience and
boost its ratings.

“After achieving great successasthe
Nolinnews, Nation TV will go beyond
anews station. Thenext chapteristhat
wemustbenews plus world-class edu-
tainment,” Adisak
Limparungpatanakij, president and
chief executive officer of Nation
Broadcasting Corporation (NBC), the
operator of Nation TV, said yesterday.

The move was part of the celebra-
tion of the 16th anniversary of this 24.-
hour news station.

Nation TV wants to expand its
viewer base by adding a line-up of
world-class documentaries, films,
variety shows and travel and lifestyle
programmes to attract new audiences

on top of those who enjoy getting
updated news and comprehensive and
in-depth analysis from Nation TV’s

professionals.
According to a study by the
National Broadcasting and

Telecommunications Commission,
high-purchasing-power customers
are big fans of news stations. Nation
TV wasrecognised by those consumers
astheir top choice for catching the lat-
est goings-on.

Heading the new line-up are
“Nova”, a popular and award-winning
science documentary series from the
Public Broadcasting Service (PBS)
network in the United States, and the
“Frontline” documentary series.

“We are delighted to screen those
top-rated documentaries, which are
relevant to Nation TV’s core values,”
Adisak said.

“Inthe nearfuture, wewill invite the
executive producers of those docu-
mentaries to share their thoughts and
knowledge with our teams and also
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our valued audience.”

The company has also joined forces
with leading content distributors
Hollywood Thailand and
Documentary Club to bring world-
class and award-winning documen-
tary films to be aired on Nation TV.

This starts with “A Matter of Taste”
directed by New Zealand-born Sally
Rowe. The documentary follows the
career of talented chef Paul Liebrandt
over the course of a decade in New

York City.
Toappeal to entertainment addicts,
strategic partners like MVTV

Thailand will provide Chinese films
and variety shows, JKN Global Media
will distribute Indian and US TV pro-
grammes and Rose Entertainment
Corporation will offer Japanese TV
shows. The travel show “The Passion”
will also air soon.

“With this TV revamp, Nation TV
aims to rank among the top 10 digital
TV stations by the end of this year,
Adisak said.
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