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THREE EASY PIEGES

Industry experts urge a fripartite plan for
the first phase of the government’s digital
economy initiative. B2

Three—part plan urged for digital economy launch

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

Greater collaboration from the private
sector, rapid construction of hard infra-
structure and a change in the role of the
regulator are the three key elements in
the first stage of developing the country’s
digital economy, according to a panel of
industry experts.

Suthichai Cheunchoosil, senior vice-
president of Advanced Info Service
(AIS), said greater business participation
in the digital economy project should

be encouraged by state authorities to
ensure success.

In addition, eight digital economy laws
are needed to accelerate digital develop-
ment, he said yesterday at a seminar enti-
tled “Digital Economy Laws, a Hope for
Digital Industrial Revolution”.

Mr Suthichai said telecom companies
have played a crucial role in the develop-
ment of the country’s ICT infrastructure
development for decades, given their
financial resources and technological
know-how.

www.ignewsclip.com

In his view, the National Broadcasting
and Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) needs to change the role it plays
by shifting from a governor to a supporter
in order to drive the digital economy policy
alongside the private sector.

Raweepun Pitakchatiwong, senior vice-
president and head of the legal division at
Total Access Communication (DTAC),
urged the regulator to outline a clear road-
map for telecom spectrum by year-end.

There is clear demand for mobile broad-
band services, he said. The NBTC must

therefore define which frequencies will be
allocated in the short term to enable opera-
tors to provide affordable wireless services.

As Mr Raweepun put it, spectrum is con-
sidered the most important factor in the
success of digital economy development.

Just 320 megahertz of overall spectrum
bandwidth is available in Thailand. Nearly
half has not been used for the most effi-
cient purposes.

“Regarding the existing 320MHz of
bandwidth, the amount is not sufficient if
the government wants to drive the country’s

News ID: C-160604001066 (4 Jun 16/07:52)
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digitisation nationwide by 2020,” Mr Raw-
eepun said.

Prasong Ruangsirikulchai, a technical
expert and deputy president of the Tel-
ecommunications Association of Thai-
land, urged the government to provide tax
incentives to private companies that want
to invest in the submarine cable network.

CAT Telecom owns six submarine cable
routes in Thailand, and TOT Plc owns two.

Mr Prasong said having more submarine
cable infrastructure would promote Thai-
land as a digital gateway to Asean.
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Headline: Nation TV adds content for all ages

Clip: Full Color

GHANNEL SURFING

Nation TV allocates more than 100 million
baht to expand from news into documentaries
and entertainment programmes. B2

Nation TV
adds content
for all ages

NANAT SUCHIVA

Nation TV, a digital TV channel operated
by Nation Broadcasting Corporation (NBC),
has allocated more than 100 million baht
to revise programming by adding more
entertainment content to expand the audi-
ence base.

The move is meant to draw more viewers
beyond the main group whose average age
is 35 years old.

NBC president Adisak Limparungpatan-
akij said Nation TV would move beyond
being a news station to reach every age from
under 18 to over 35 by adding documenta-
ries, movies and drama series.

“We have to adjust to meet different
audience demand amid intense market
competition,” he said. “It's the way we will
survive and rise.”

After the new line-up kicks off today,
Nation TV's positioning will change from
a pure news station to a news and entertain-
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ment channel.

Nation TV has invested 100 million baht
to buy Nova, a renowned US science docu-
mentary series, to air on the channel.

Mr Adisak believes Nova will inspire
in-depth news ideas for the local produc-
tion team.

Nation TV has also bought Hollywood
movies and documentaries from other con-
tent producers. Furthermore, it is partner-
ing with MVTV and JKN Global Media Co
to buy their drama series for broadcast on
its own channel.

“Our new entertainment content will air
in the prime-time period both weekdays
and weekends,” Mr Adisak said.

According to Nielsen (Thailand), Nation
TV ranks 16th among 25 free TV channels
and first among six news channels. Its view-
ers are mostly upper-class people in Bang-
kok and major provinces.

Nation TV expects to be a top-10 channel
among 25 digital channels in 2016.

Mr Adisak said he was optimistic about
better prospects for the Thai economy in
the second half of the year, after govern-
ment stimulus measures were enacted.

He still wants the National Broadcasting
and Telecommunications Commission to
help digital TV operators facing financial
difficulties during the digital transition.

Nation TV is one of eight digital TV oper-
ators that filed an injunction request at the
Central Administrative Court to delay pay-
ment of the third instalment of auction fees
due on May 23. The case still awaits a ruling.
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