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Column: In Quote

Clip: Full Color

It must be used
for the public’s
benefit.

NBTC MEMBER SUPINYA
KLANGNARONG, SAYING THE
BROADCASTING COMMISSION
WILL STICK BY THE RULES IN

DECIDING WHETHER TO ALLOW
THE GOVERNMENT TO HAVE A TV
CHANNEL FOR ITS PRACHARATH

PROJECT, AMID CONCERNS IT MIGHT
BECOME A STATE MOUTHPIECE.
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Govt TV licence sought
for Pracha Rath plans

THE NATION

THE Prayut government is seeking a digital TV
licence to launch a station to promote its Pracha
Rath grassroots-economy policy and related
public relations campaigns aimed at deepening
its engagement with the public.

Supinya Klangnarong, a member of the
National Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commissions’ broadcasting committee, said yes-
terday that her panel would take this matter into
consideration today.

The NBTC suggested that the request could
be approved if a government agency applied for
the licence under category three, which is related
to government communications.

However, Supinya said there were several
state agencies interested in acquiring a digital TV
licence via the “beauty contest” bidding process,
adding that the government should follow this
process or coordinate with public broadcasters.
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Column: NEWS FEED: TOT SEEKS BT5 BN FROM AIS

Clip: Full Color

TOT SEEKS BT5 BN FROM AlS

TOT has informed the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commission that Advanced Info Service
should pay the state telecom provider
Bt5 hillion for using its 900MHz network
after AlS's concession ended.

The payment covers AIS’ use of the
network from October to December last
year after its concession expiredin
September.

The NBTC permitted AlS to continue
using the network for the so-called rem-
edy period to prevent service disruption
to customers. The NBTC assigned a
panel to examine how much TOT should
get from this network use.

Earlier the NBTC asked AIS to pay the
commission Bt125 million for using this
network during the remedy period from
October 2015 to March. However, AIS
refused to pay, complaining that the
NBTC had set this amount as a mini-
mum that it could increase later. This
was different from its earlier practice.

That earlier calculation was applied
to TrueMove and Digital Phone Co for
using the 1,800MHz network of CAT
Telecom during the remedy period after
their concessions ended in September
2013.

Last September the NBTC telecom
committee concluded that TrueMove
and DPC should pay CAT only Bt742,000
for their use of its network on an interim
basis. The figure was calculated based
on their network use during a 10-month
period from September 16, 2013, to July
17,2014.
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