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Headline: Row brews over rights to Olympics
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Row brews
over rights
to Olympics

NANAT SUCHIVA

The National Broadcasting and Tel-
ecommunications Commission
(NBTC) has asked the universal ser-
vice obligation (USO) fund commit-
tee to reconsider its 150-million-baht
sponsorship of TV Pool to broadcast the
2016 Olympics.

The move came after TV Pool sent
a letter to the broadcasting commit-
tee saying that Dentsu, the holder of
Olympics broadcast rights in Thailand,
would not allow anyone to broadcast
the games except the six channels in
the TV Pool network.

TV Pool comprises Channel 3, Chan-
nel 5, Channel 7, Channel 9 (MCOT
HD), NBT and Thai PBS.

TVPool said giving the rights to other
digital TV operators to broadcast the
Olympics in Brazil could easily break the
contract between TV Pool and Dentsu.

But the NBTC's must-have rule gives
digital TV operators that provide free TV
the right to broadcast the Olympics for
the public benefit.

Several digital TV operators have
questioned why the USO fund com-
mittee approved the 150-million-baht
sponsorship for TV Pool to secure
Olympics broadcast rights.

News ID: C-160607001065 (7 Jun 16/06:00)
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NBTC deputy secretary-general
Pakdee Manaves said the USO fund
committee should reconsider whether
its sponsorship is appropriate.

When TV Pool proposed that the
committee obtain the sponsorship, it
suggested three conditions.

First, all 25 digital TV channel opera-
tors would have the rights to broadcast
the Olympics on their channels.

Second, the 25 digital TV operators
could use Olympics footage when they
reported news about the games.

Third, TV Pool would give the NBTC
2.3 minutes per hour to advertise its
digital TV campaign to build public
awareness of the six channels during
Olympics broadcasts.

“But Dentsu didn’t agree with TV
Pool’s conditions,” Mr Pakdeesaid. “It said
it would notallow non-TV Pool member
channels to broadcast the games.”

Meanwhile, Supinya Klangnarong,
a broadcasting commissioner, said the
group of digital TV operators wants the
national regulator to explain the trans-
parency of giving only TV Pool, whose
six members are on analogue TV, use of
the USO fund.

She said she would pass the issue to
the broadcasting committee to consider
atitsyet-to-be-scheduled next meeting.

Dentsu, a Japanese advertising
agency, last year won the Olympics
broadcasting rights for 22 countries in
Asia for 2018-24.

InfoQuest Limited 888/178 Ploenchit Rd., 17th Fl. Mahatun Plaza Bldg., Lumpini, Patumwan, Bangkok 10330
Tel. 0-2253-5000, 0-2651-4700 Fax. 0-2253-5001, 0-2651-4701 Email: help@ignewsclip.com

Page: 1/1




The Nation

The Nation
Circulation: 68,200
Ad Rate: 2,050

Volume: 41
Col.Inch: 45.28

Section: Business/Business
Date: Tuesday 7 June 2016

No: 54799
Ad Value: 92,824

Page: 3B(Center)
PRValue (x3): 278,472

Headline: Nod to new govt PR stationlikely REGULATOR EXPECTED TO WARM TO CHANNEL FOR...

Clip: Full Color

Nod to new govt
PR station likely

REGULATOR EXPECTED TO WARM TO CHANNEL
FOR PROMOTION OF PRACHA RATH POLICY

WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THE NATION

THE broadcasting regulatorislike-
ly to look favourably on the govern-
ment’s request for a digital-TV
licence to launch a station to pro-
mote its Pracha Rath grass-roots-
economy policy.

“The broadcasting committee
has not yet concluded this matter
but we intend to support essential
national policies,” Pakdee Manaves,

deputy secretary-general of the
National  Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission,
said yesterday.

The NBTC has received the let-
ter fromthe Prime Minister’s Office.

The station would also air pub-
lic relations campaigns aimed at
deepening the government’s
engagement with the public.

In the application, the govern-
ment asked to use a national radio
frequency to broadcast TV pro-

THAI PUBLIC TV STATIONS

Apart from the four existing public TV stations, the NBTC also reserves
eight spectrum slots for other public broadcasting services under different
categories. According to regulations, an applicant must join a
beauty-contest bidding process for the right to hold a broadcasting licence

and manage one of these slots.

Applicants

Channel4:

Channel 6:

* pending for the bidding process
Source: NBTC

;hannel?:

Channe[ﬂ:
Channel 9:

Channel]ﬂ:

ChannellZ: _

NATION GRAPHICS
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grammes related to key national
policies.

However, the broadcasting com-
mittee needs more details aboutthe
plan, soitis expected to ask the gov-
ernment within 30 days explaining
howtoacquire a free-to-air digital-
TV licence.

Accordingtobroadcasting rules,
the NBTC has reserved 12 of the 48
digital-TV licences for public serv-
ice, of which four have been grant-
ed to public stations in this catego-
ry.

National security

They are the Army’s TV5 for
national-security purposes, the
Public Relations Department’s
NBT, Thai Public Broadcasting
Service, and Thai Parliament
Television Station.

The broadcasting regulator has
also reserved eight spectrum slots
for other purposes, such as a public

channel for democratic promotion,
under the categories for public
broadcasting service.

The NBTC will hold a “beauty
contest” bid for each four-year TV
licence.

Pakdee suggested that in this
case, the request could be made for
Category 3, which is related to gov-
ernment communications.

However, Supinya Klangnarong,
avocal member ofthe broadcasting

committee, said that instead of
acquiring the digital-TV licence for
public purpose, there were other
mediathe Cabinet could use tocom-
municate and promote its key poli-
cies to the people.

For example, the government
can use its existing public TV net-
works such as NBT and Thai
Parliament TV or coordinate with
commercial free-to-air TV stations
to help support its PR blitzes.
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BoT says e-payment fee rates shaping up

PATHOM SANGWONGWANICH

The restructuring process for electronic
transaction fees should be completed
by July 15, when registration under the
national e-payment scheme is set to start,
said a senior Bank of Thailand official.

The central bank has held several rounds
of discussions with financial institutions on
restructuring e-payment transaction fees,
so the issue should become more tangi-
ble by mid-July, said Tongurai Limpiti, the
deputy governor overseeing financial insti-
tution stability.

She did not, however, reveal details on
the deliberated rates.

Mrs Tongurai said the central bank will
sign a memorandum of understanding with
the National Broadcasting Telecommunica-
tions Commission on security operations
related to using mobile phones for e-pay-
ment transactions.

After the July 15 registration, users will
be able to link a single bank account with

a mobile phone number or citizen ID card
number to make payments under the Any
ID system.

The e-payment scheme is designed to
transform Thailand from a cash-based soci-
ety into a cashless one. It is also intended
to help the government stem tax avoidance
and provide direct subsidies to low earners
and elderly citizens.

The e-payment system is projected
to save 70 billion baht a year in costs for
printing and transporting banknotes
and cheques.

“It is our hope that [waiving e-payment
transaction fees for retail businesses] will
occur [in Thailand], but [the restructur-
ing of e-payment transaction fees] will
take one or two more rounds of talks [with
financial institutions] to complete,” Mrs
Tongurai said.

Retail businesses do not have to pay
e-payment transaction fees in Britain and
Singapore because it facilitates cost man-
agement among businesses, she added.
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Earlier, central bank governor Veerathai
Santiprabhob said the central bank was
working with commercial banks on e-pay-
ment transaction fees, but the rates should
not burden consumers and must be on a
par with those in neighbouring countries.

Meanwhile, since the move to restruc-
ture e-payment transaction fees is aimed at
encouraging peopleto engage in electronic
transactions to a greater extent, people
who conduct cash-based transactions will
likely shoulder higher transaction fees, said
Mrs Tongurai.

The reason, she said, was because com-
mercial banks have had to shoulder high
maintenance costs for cash management in
terms of transport, insurance and replen-
ishing ATMs.

But fees associated with ATM withdraw-
als and cash transactions will be further
discussed with financial institutions, said
Mrs Tongurai, adding that the public will
be notified of the outcome before any
changes occur.
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