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Headline: TV broadcasters warned to stick to ad time limit

Clip: Black/White

TV broadcasters warned
to stick to ad time limit

WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THE NATION

WHILE product placementsduring TVshowsare not
subject to control by the authorities, broadcasters
must strictly comply with current regulations by
advertising within the limits of the law, the National
Broadcastingand Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) warned yesterday.

Meanwhile, the limit on advertising time slots
appears to have become another matter of debate
between the broadcasting regulator and Channel 3
TV station, with the two parties having divergent
opinions over the calculation method.

The issue was raised at a workshop held yester-
day by the NBTC, at which all free-to-air digital-TV
broadcasterswereinvited tobrainstormideasabout
the permitted advertising time slots.

Under current broadcasting rules, free-to-air TV
operators inboth the analogue and digital terrestri-
al TV systemsareallowedtosellnomorethan12min-
utesperhourofadvertising time, while pay-TV chan-
nels are allowed to sell only six minutes per hour.

To ensure a level playing field in the industry,
Supinya Klangnarong, a member of the NBTC's
broadcasting committee, said the permitted time
slots must be calculated on a regular hourly basis,
not on a specific programme basis.

However, a legal representative from Bangkok
Entertainment Company — the operator of Channel
3 - disagreed with the NBTC'’s calculation method.
Thecountry’ssecond-largest TV network saidit sup-
ported the idea of counting TV commercials during
specific programmes.

Based on the NBTC's method and its monitoring
onMay 14, Supinya said her panel found that during
Channel 3's prime-time TV drama that day, the sta-
tion had aired commercials for 13 minutes per hour,
which was more than the limit in the broadcasting
regulations.

The monitoring team also found that the opera-
tor of Mono 29 channel had recently aired about 18
minutes of advertising per hour, she said.
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Headline: CAT board demands more options on joint bandwidth use with DTAC

Clip: Black/White

CAT board demands more options
on joint bandwidth use with DTAC

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

CAT TELECOM'S board has asked
theagency’s managementto drawup
more options on how much of the
idle 20 megahertz ofthe 1,800MHz
spectrum CAT should lease to Total
Access Communication (DTAC) as
part of their planned joint offering
of fourth-generation service.

CAT acting president Surapant
Meknavin said the board on Tuesday
declined to approve the existing plan
but instead asked management to
come up with more options on how
much network capacity CAT would
lease to DTAC to provide the serv-
ice.

Surapant said the board wanted
to maximise the benefit to CAT
from the deal with DTAC.

The board will consider any new
proposal at its next meeting.

After the board approves the
plan, CAT will submitit to the min-
ister of information and communi-
cationstechnology and the Cabinet
for consideration. If all goes as
planned, CAT is expected tolaunch
the 4G service with DTAC in fourth
quarter, he said.

Under the existing plan, CAT
was to lease 85 per cent of the cur-
rently idle 20MHz to DTAC and
the rest to mobile virtual network
operators (MVNQOs). DTAC would
also have to provide 9,500 base sta-

tions to service this project until
2018.

The more the project is delayed,
the greater will be the impact on
CAT’s quest for new revenue
sources, Surapant said.

CAT previously awarded a con-
cessionto DTACtooperate 50MHz
of the 1,800MHz spectrum, of
which half'is being used. Later the
National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
combined 5MHz of the unused
band with other portions of the
1,800MHz spectrum for auction
late last year. Then the NBTC
allowed CAT and DTAC to upgrade
the remaining 20MHz idle band
jointly until 2018.
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