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Column: NEWS FEED: NBTC TO REGISTER LAO MOBILE PHONE USERS

Clip: Full Color

NBTC TO REGISTER LAO
MOBILE PHONE USERS

The National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) will develop a system for regis-
tering mobile phone subscribersin Laos
as part of a plan to promote national
security cooperation between the two
countries.

The NBTC and Laos's Ministry of Post
and Telecommunications (MPT) signed
an agreement in February to cooperate
on telecoms cooperation issues.

The NBTC will invest Bt7 million for
the system, which will allow mobile
phone users to use their fingerprint and
ID to register via applications for mobile
phones, tablets and computers.

Takorn Tantalite, secretary-general of
the NBTC, said last week that the system
is expected to be completed this year.

Bounsaleumsay Khennavong, per-
manent secretary of the MPT, said MPT
hopes that the new system would help it
speed up registration of mobile phone
subscribers with complete information.

Laos has 5 million mobile phone
users out of its 6.5 million population.

About 60 per cent have already regis-
tered their phone numbers but the regis-
tered information is still not complete.

The new system will help MPT regis-
termobile phone users again with com-
plete data.

News ID: C-160613003008 (13 Jun 16/05:48)
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Police ask NBTC for bandwidth

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

THE ROYAL Thai Police have asked the
National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission (NBTC)
to assign part of a 800 megahertz band so it
can provide a public safety service using
long-term evolution 4G wireless broadband
technology.

The regulator has reserved the range
814-824MHz and the range 859-869MHz
for the Public Protection and Disaster
Relief (PPDR).

NBTC secretary-general Takorn
Tantasith said recently that he would sub-
mit police request to the telecom panel for
its consideration.

General Dejnarong Sutthicharnbancha,
the Royal Thai Police spokesman, said
recently after meeting with the NBTC over
the spectrum request that the police would
utilise the 4G technology and advanced
devices to ensure public safety.

The police have already allocated a
budget for the matter this year, he said.

3003050 (13 Jun 16/06:03)

He said that the NBTC had a role to sup-
port national security.

Other state agencies could use the
planned 4G public safety network or the
integrated communications channel for
national security, he said.

He said the service would be initiated in
Bangkok before expanding to other
provinces.

The project did not require a heavy
investment and would be carried out to
provide the public with maximum benefit,
he said.

A NBTC source said that the licensing
body was highly likely to award the band to
the project but on the condition it would be
used on a PPDR basis only.

The project will also have to allow other
national security agencies to use the band,
the source said.

The NBTC would have to speak to other
national security agencies to see what
they think about the project, the source
added.

Earlier, police received a 450-470MHz
band but it has been fully used.
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Satellite fee
structure
revamp eyed

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The government is considering a revamp of
the operating fee structure for the satellite
industry in a bid to make this aspect of the
space economy generate greater benefits
for the country, a government official said.

If implemented, it could lead to higher
operating costs for Thaicom Ple, the coun-
try's sole satellite service provider.

The official, who requested anonymity,
said the government seeks to impose a new
processing fee on the satellite operator to
reserve an orbital slot before launching
a satellite.

The reservation will have to be filed
with the International Telecommunication
Union (ITU). Thaicom currently only pays
an undisclosed fee to the ITU for filing an
orbital slot.

The company is also required to pay a
licence fee to the National Broadcasting
and Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC).

“The state now wants Thaicomto payan
additional processing fee to the ICT Minis-
try for the filing process,” the source said.
“The state is working on how much it will
charge Thaicom for the fee!
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The source said the national space
policy committee, chaired by Deputy Prime
Minister ACM Prajin Juntong, agreed to
draft a new development plan for national
space affairs, with the aim of generating
greater benefits for the country.

Information and Communication
Technology (ICT) Minister Uttama Sava-
nayana, who also sits on the committee,
said the new fee structure will inevitably
affect Thaicom.

Thaicom now pays only a licence fee of
5.75% of total revenue to the NBTC, com-
pared with a payment of 20.5% under the
concession systerm.

Thaicom now operates three satellites
under a concession regime: Thaicom 4 or
iPSTAR, a broadband satellite; Thaicom 5
and Thaicom 6, both of which are broad-
casting satellites. Its concession with the
ICT Ministry is due to expire in 2021.

But the satellite business is governed by
the NBTC under the licensing regime in
accordance with the Telecom Business Act.

The company has two satellites under
a licensing system: Thaicom 7 and Thai-
com 8.

Mr Uttama said the concession fee
included payments for all operating costs
and revenue sharing.

“The fee structure for the local satellite
business should be revamped because the
gap between the concession and licensing
systems is too big,” he said. This has caused
huge revenue losses for the state.

Greater collaboration between the ICT
Ministry and the NBTC is needed now
that Thailand is moving towards a digital
economy, he added.
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