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Column: NEWS FEED: DIGITAL TV STATIONS TOLD TO PAY UP

Clip: Full Color

DIGITAL TV STATIONS TOLD TO PAY UP

Five broadcasters of digital terrestrial TV that
failed to pay the third instalment of their upfront
licence fees by the May 23 deadline must make
their payments plus interest within the next 30
days, the broadcasting regulator has warned.

The broadcasting committee of the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC) agreed to issue written notices
to Bangkok Media and Broadcasting, the operator
of PPTV; GMM Grammy, the operator of One 31and
GMM 25; Triple V Broadcast, the operator of
Thairath TV; and Bright Television, the operator of
the Bright TV news channel. The amount owing
totals Bt2.388 billion plus 7.5 per cent interest per
annum.

The five broadcasters said on May 23 that they
were withholding payment pending the final ruling
by the Central Administrative Court on a suit they
filed against the NBTC last August for Bt9.55 billion
in damages over the regulator’s alleged negligence
in marshalling the transition from analog to digital
TV. However, the court has still not made a ruling.

Pakdee Manaves, the NBTC's deputy secretary-
general, said the five broadcasters must make their
payments within 30 days after receiving the writ-
ten notices.

News ID: C-160614003002 (14 Jun 16/05:52)
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NBTC proposes govt issue of Bt1/0 bn 4G bonds

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

THE NATIONAL Broadcasting
and Telecommunications
Commission will float the idea of
the government issuing bonds
worth about Bt170 billion to be
backed by upfront licence fees
due in the future for licences to
provide fourth-generation wire-
less service.

Takorn Tantasith, secretary-
general of the NBTC, said recent-
ly that the bonds would give the
government funds in advance to
spend to stimulate the economy
and give people more choices for
investment.

According to the rules govern-

ing the auctions of licences to
bandwidth, the NBTC passes all
upfront licence fees to the gov-
ernment.

The auction winners pay the
upfront fees in instalments.

The Bt170 billion is made up
of the total upfront fees for
licences to the 1,800-megahertz
spectrum their holders will pay
in the second and third instal-
ments and the total upfront fees
of 900MHz licences that will be
paid in the second, third and
fourth years.

The NBTC has already
received Bt80.78 billion as the
first instalment of fees for the
two 1,800MHz licences.

The second and third instal-
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ments of a combined Bt20.19 bil-
lion each will be paid in the sec-
ond and third years.

The NBTC received Bt8.04
billion from True Corp for the
first instalment of the 900MHz
licence fee.

Advanced Info Service, which
won the other 900MHz licence
in the re-auction of the licence
that was forfeited by a unit of
Jasmine International, is expect-
ed to pay the first instalment on
June 27.

They will pay the second and
third instalments of a combined
Bt8.04 billion for each instal-
ment in the second and third
years and a combined Bt119.79
billion in the fourth year.
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Regional
mobile plan
takes shape

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission (NBTC) is set-
ting up a standard registration platform
for prepaid mobile services among Thai-
land, Cambodia, Laos and Myanmar.

According to the regulator, registra-
tion of SIM cards will help prevent fraud,
drug trading, illegal trafficking or using a
mobile phone to detonate a bomb.

The collaboration is ultimately
aimed at creating a single customer
data pool among the four countries in
the future, said NBTC secretary-general
Takorn Tantasith.

The NBTC signed an agreement with
Cambodia on the registration scheme
last year, followed by Laos in February
of this year.

“We plan to have talks on such a col-
laboration with Myanmar soon,” Mr
Takorn said.

News ID: C-160614001097 (14 Jun 16/06:18)
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The NBTC is developing a prepaid reg-
istration standard for the four countries to
allow use of national identification and
fingerprints to register prepaid phones
via a mobile subscription app to be devel-
oped by the commission.

Mr Takorn said the NBTC would have
to spend about 10 million baht on devel-
oping the mobile registration software,
with the other three countries investing
in the hardware themselves.

He said Thailand could successfully
drive development of a prepaid SIM reg-
istration system within 18 months through
its own mobile app.

Bounsaleumsay Khennavong,
permanent-secretary of Laos’s Post and
Telecommunications Ministry, said his
country has 5 million mobile subscrip-
tions out of a population of 6.5 million.

Some 60% of the total have already
registered their numbers.

But he acknowledged that the regis-
tration information is spotty and unreli-
able because Laos still lacks efficiency in
its system.

“The collaboration with the Thai tel-
ecom regulator is expected to speed up
the development of Laos's mobile registra-
tion system to be complete by the end of
2017," Mr Bounsaleumsay said.

He said having an efficient system
of registration for prepaid mobile ser-
vice could prevent and control many
illicit activities.
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