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Headline: BEC-Multimedia’s Channel 33HD is top digital TV revenue earner NBTC TAKES IN...

Top 5 earners

Inthe second year of the licence-based regime, Channel 33HD run by
BEC-Multimedia generated Bt1.8 billion in revenue, the highest among
the 22 terrestrial-based digital TV channels, followed by Workpoint TV,
Channel 7HD, Channel 8 and One 31.

Rank TVstation  revenue (Btmillion) feepaid (Btmillion)
1 33HD 1,794.95* 3597*
2 Workpoint TV 1,694.30 3396
3 Channel 7HD 1,664.69* 33.37*
4 Channel 8 813.47 16.34
5 One 31 773.68 15.54

* Based on revenue incurred under digital TV broadcasting licence
Source: NBTC

BEC-Multimedia’s Channel 33HD
is top digital TV revenue earner

NBTC TAKES IN BT226.31 MILLION IN ANNUAL LICENCE FEES FROM 22 DIGITAL-TV LICENSEES

USANEE MONGKOLPORN,
WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THE NATION

IN THE second year of digital ter-
restrial TV, Channel 33HD run by
BEC-Multimedia was the biggest
revenue maker.

The National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) has received Bt226.31 mil-
lion in annual licence fees from 22
digital-TV licensees.

The total figure was from a full

year of operations, while last year’s
total revenue from all digital TV
licensees — just Bt72.1 million — was
from June to December.

According to an NBTC source, a
digital TV broadcaster has to pay
about 2 per cent of gross revenue as
its annual licence fee.

In this round, Channel 33HD
generated Bt1.8 billion in revenue,
the highest among the 22 existing
terrestrial-based digital TV stations.
So it became the top contributor in
annual-licence-fee payment -

Bt35.97 million - to the broadcast-
ing regulator under the digital-ter-
restrial-TV licence regime.

Channel 33HD simulcasts
analog programmes from Channel 3,
which is run by its sister
company Bangkok Entertainment
Company under a concession from
MCOT.

Combining revenues generated
by BEC-Multimedia’s three digital
TV networks — Channel 33HD, 3SD
and 3 Family - the company made
Bt2.21 billion.

Channel 3SD made Bt275 million
while 3Family made Bt140 million.

Thai Broadcast, the operator of
Workpoint TV, showed total revenue
of Bt1.7 billion last year and it has
paid Bt33.96 million for the annual
licence fee.

Channel 7HD

Bangkok Broadcasting and
Television, the operator of Channel
7HD, reported last year’s revenue
incurred in the digital terrestrial TV
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system at Bt1.67 billion and paid
Bt33.37 million for the annual
licence fee.

Afterthetop 3, RS Channel 8 paid
Bt16.34 million for the annual
licence fees, calculated on its total
revenue of Bt820 million.

GMM Grammy’s One 31 paid
Bt15.54 million for the annual
licence fee, based on its total rev-
enue of Bt780 million.

GMM Grammy's GMM 25 paid
an annual licence fee of Bt8.01 mil-
lion.

For other leading TV broadcast-
ers, Mono Broadcast, the operator of
Mono 29, paid Bt12.53 million,
True4U Station paid Bt11.68 million,
Triple V Broadcast, the operator of
Thairath TV, paid Bt9.53 million,
and NBC Next Vision, the operator
of Nation TV, paid Bt8.06 million.
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Digital TV
firms oppose
drafting of
new plan

BROADCASTING REGULATOR “YET TO DELIVER
PROMISES UNDER CURRENT ONE’

WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THENATION

SOME DIGITAL terrestrial TV sta-
tionsopposethedrafting ofthesecond
masterplan forradio and television as
theybelievethatthebroadcasting reg-
ulator still has not delivered on its
promises under the current one.
“The National Broadeasting and
Telecommunications Commission
should extend the execution of the
current master plan until the term of
the five members of NBTC’s broad-
casting committee comes to an end
next year,” Adisak
Limparungpatanakij, president of
Nation Broadcasting Corporation,
the operator of Nation TV digital
news Channel 22, said yesterday.
“That  would
ensurethattheycan
use the remaining
time to solve all
issuesin the broad-
casting industry,”he
said.
Other stations -
New TV and TNN
24 — also agree that
the broadcasting
regulator must fix
all problems that
surfaced after the

launch of digital

terrestrial TV. They include a con-
crete time frame for the analog
switch-off, coverage and quality of
digital TV signals and a subsidy
scheme for media-content develop-
ment.

Adisak also said there should not
be a new radio and TV master plan
until the Digital Economy and Society
Ministry and two new ministerial
agencies — the National Economy
Committee and the Digital Economy
Promotion Agency - are established
to take responsibility for the devel-
opment of the “digital economy”.

“Under the ongoing changes, the

NBTC is expected to be transformed
and restructured to suit the whole
new structureunderthe ‘digital econ-
omy’ policy,” he said.

This idea was raised among par-
ticipants fromdigital-TV stations at
a workshop organised by the NBTC
to brainstorm on the key compo-
nents in the draft master plan for
national radio and TV broadcasting
services, whichisexpected toreplace
the current plan when itexpires next
April.

However, Vichai RoopKhumdee,
a member of the working commit-
tee on the master plan, said the key
intention was not to implement this
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master plan immediately but the

NBTC wanted to prepare essential

points before the new members of
the NBTC assume
office and take up
this matterforcon-
sideration.

The working
panel is led by
Peerapong
Manakit, a mem-
ber of the NBTC’s
broadecasting com-
mittee who over-
sees a subcommit-
tee on content and
TV programming,

The quality of

digital-TV transmission was anoth-
er key issue raised by several repre-
sentatives from leading TV stations.

A representative from Bangkok
Broadcastingand Television, theoper-
ator of Channel 7, complained that the
quality of digital TV signals both in
standard and high definition were
unsatisfactory compared with the
quality of pictures from satellite TV.

This concern should be added to
the second master plan, he said.

Somerepresentatives also called for
financial support for content develop-
ment and TV rating measurement to
be written into the next plan.

“UNDER THE ONGOING
CHANGES, THE NBTC IS
EXPECTED TO BE
TRANSFORMED AND
RESTRUCTURED TO SUIT THE
WHOLE NEW STRUCTURE
UNDER THE ‘DIGITAL
ECONOMY’ POLICY.”
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