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Headline: NBTC finally selects PR firm to publicise digital TV

Clip: Black/White

NBTC finally selects PR
firm to publicise digital TV

WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THE NATION

AFTER a delay of almost three years, the
broadcasting regulator has finally selected
Obtainment Co to launch its public rela-
tions campaign to raise national awareness
of digital terrestrial TV.

The contractis expected tobe sealed this
month.

Takorn Tantasith, secretary-general of
the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC), said yesterday that Obtainment
offered the best bid at Bt53.56 million,
which was below its base price of Bt63.5
million.

Obtainment reportedly won over
BrandConnections and another PR agency.

Under the six-month assignment,
Obtainment must produce television com-
mercials, music videos and brochures.

Itwill be responsible for media planning
and a marketing strategy for building pub-

News ID: C-160616003046 (16 Jun 16/06:17)
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lic awareness of digital TV broadcasting as
well as the next distribution of vouchers for
the purchase of digital receivers.

It must also conduct a series of on-
ground activities in the provinces.

Accordingtothe Business Development
Department of the Commerce Ministry,
Obtainment hasinitial registered capital of
Bt3 million.

Last year, the company reported rev-
enue of Bt273.96 million.

The national PR campaign isamong the
key promotions that digital-TV stations
have been pushing for since the debut of
digital terrestrial television in Thailand.
They blamed the delay for the public’s
understanding of digital TV remaining lim-
ited.

The NBTC is planning to issue 5.1 mil-
lion more coupons to help people purchase
digital TV receivers.

In previous rounds, 14..1 million vouch-
ers were delivered nationwide but only 8.7
million were redeemed.
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NBTC backs USO fund rule

NANAT SUCHIVA

The National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission (NBTC) yester-
day approved the draft of the new universal
service obligation (USO) fund rule, which
will charge TV operators a progressive rate
based on actual revenue.

Secretary-general Takorn Tantasith said
the newrule would make a big change from
the current fixed rate of 2% of operators’
annual revenue.

Digital terrestrial, satellite and cable TV
operators have to inform the NBTC of their
revenue every year to calculate the USO
fund payment.

Under the progressive system, operators
will be charged 0.5% on revenue of less than
5 million baht, 0.75% on revenue of 5-50
million, 1% on 50-500 million, 1.75% on
500 million to 1 billion, and 2% for more
than 1 billion.

The new rule is expected to promote
fairness and transparency and benefit
digital TV operators whose performance
remains poor.

“If the progressive rate is applied, several
digital TV operators with weak financial
performance will pay less to the USO fund,”
Mr Takorn said.
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The NBTC board will hold a public hear-
ing to gather comments from related parties
soon. The new USO fund rule is expected
to be effective this year.

The USO fund is used to improve the
broadcasting industry by collecting money
from TV operators. Its objective is in line
with Section 52 of the Frequency Alloca-
tion Act.

First, the USO fund must support the
broadcasting and telecommunications
industries, particularly by promoting com-
munity service.

Second, it must help to develop commu-
nications resources and provide facilities
for the disabled, elderly and those other-
wise disadvantaged.

Third, it must develop human resources
in the industries.

Fourth, it must protect consumers, and
lastly it must set up a development fund for
creative media.

Meanwhile, the NBTC board has agreed
to hire Obtainment Co to help promote
public awareness of digital TV during the
transition period. The regulator has a duty
to facilitate a smooth digital TV transition.

Obtainment Co won the bidding by
offering the lowest price of 53.56 million
baht for one year’s service.
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Column: NEWS FEED: JAS MOBILE TO PAY FINE ON JUNE 30

Clip: Full Color

JAS MOBILE TO PAY
FINE ON JUNE 30

Jas Mobile Broadband of
Jasmine International has agreed to
pay a Bt200-million fine on June 30
for failing to pay the first instalment
of the upfront fee for a 900-mega-
hertz licence by the March 21 dead-
line.

Takorn Tantasith, secretary-gen-
eral of the National Broadcasting
and Telecommunications
Commission, said yesterday was the
deadline for the fine payment
totalling Bt199.42 million but the
company asked to postpone the
payment to June 30.

It has agreed to pay the fine plus
statutory accumulated interest of
Bt581,653 as of June 30, he said
yesterday.

The NBTC has already confiscat-
ed the Bt644-million surety that
the company placed before the auc-
tion of two 900MHz licences last
December.

Advanced Info Service’s sub-
sidiary Advanced Wireless Network
will pay the first instalment of
Bt8.04 billion for its 900MHz
licence and place three bank guar-
antees on either June 27 or June 28,
he said.

News ID: C-160616003001 (16 Jun 16/06:01)
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Communications market rising

GROWTH PARTLY DRIVEN BY DIGITAL TRANSFORMATIONS

THE NATION

THECOMMUNICATIONS market
is expected to climb by 11.5 per cent
to Bt597.58 billion this year, driven
by investment in third- and fourth-
generation wireless technology, the
“digital economy” policy that accel-
erates investment in infrastructure,
and the digital transformation of
business, according to a study.

The study on the communica-
tions market last year and the out-
look for this year was developed by
the National Science and
Technology Development Agency
(NSTDA) and sponsored by the
National  Broadcasting  and
Telecommunications Commission,
the Association of Thai ICT
Industry, the Telecommunications

Association of Thailand and the
Thailand Cabling Association.

Kasititorn Pooparadai, senior
director of policy research at the
NSTDA, said yesterday that the
communications market grew more
slowly last year, at 7.3 per cent to
Bt535.98 billion.

Communications service was the
largest portion at 57.7 per cent.

Mobile non-voice service still
played animportant rolein the com-
munications-service market. It is
expected to continue healthy growth
of 41.2 per cent to Bt151.84 billion,
versus 21.5 per cent to Bt107.54 bil-
lion last year.

Mobile voice service is forecast to
continue decreasing by 13 per cent
from Bt108.86 billion in 2015 to
Bt97.71 billion in 2016.

Internet service, excluding
mobile Internet or mobile data, is
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expected to grow 10.9 per cent to
Bt59.39 billion, which is slightly
faster than 10.1 per cent last year.

The data-communication-serv-
icemarket is also experiencingslight
growth at only 5.4 per cent, while
growing 5.2 per cent to Bt14.3 bil-
lion last year.

However, datacommunication is
still growing while voice communi-
cation service is still declining. Voice
slipped 7.4 per cent in 2015 and is
expected to fall 12.1 per centin 2016
to Bt13.01 billion.

International voice-communica-
tion service is also going faster
downhill, losing 24.6 per cent this
year after dipping 16.6 per cent last
year. The main disrupters are chat

and over-the-top services.

The communications-equipment
market in 2016 is expected to soar
by 42 per cent to Bt50.86 billion,
increasing from 31-per-cent growth
in 2015.

The key factors are the invest-
ment in 4G networks.

However, the mobile-phone mar-
ket is slowing down, from 12.9-per-
cent growth in 2015 to only 3.1-per-
cent growth to Bt106.96 billion in
2016.

In the mobile-phone market,
smartphones are expected to con-
tinue growing at 3.5 per cent to
Bt106.7 billion this year, while fea-
ture phones are expected to reach
only 260 million this year against
Bt675 million last year.

The fixed-line telephone market
is also continuing to contract — by
10.9 per cent in 2016 after shrink-
ing 14.1 per cent in 2015.
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