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Five digital TV operators to pay auction fee

NANAT SUCHIVA

Five digital TV channels that missed the
third auction fee instalment on May 23 have
agreed to make the payment as a way of
proving their commitment to driving the
industry forward.

The five channels are One, PPTYV,
Thairath TV, GMMZ25 and Bright TV,

After a discussion with Deputy Prime
Minister Visanu Kruengarm last week, the
five, which are part ofa group of eight digital
TV channels that filed a court injunction

to delay the payment, have changed
their stance.

“We should follow the regulations to set
the same standard for all operators and
wipe out any controversy,” said Kematat
Paladesh, president of PPTV.

The five will clear their delayed pay-
ments with the National Broadcasting
and Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) this week. Thairath TV and Gram-
my's One and GMM25 paid their auction
fees yesterday.

Mr Kematat said the combined auction

fees for the five amount to 2.23 billion
baht, including a 7.5% interest charge. He
expressed hope the regulator would facili-
tate a smoother transition for digital TV
operators and treat them equally.

“We believe the NBTC will respond to
our needs if we follow the rules and pay
the fees,” he said.

The five said they will reserve their rights
if the court rules in their favour.

In related news, the NBTC expects
the analogue TV switch-off will
be complete by 2018,
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Digital TV stations
want govt relief

on instalments

WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP

THE NATION

FIVE DIGITAL-TVbroadcastershave
called on the government for relief
measures to restructure the payment
scheme for the remaininginstalments
for upfront licence fees until the ana-
log broadcasting system is finally shut

down.

“As promises of the broadcasting
regulator have not been delivered yet,
all digital terrestrial TV broadcasters
are affected. Therefore, five TV oper-
ators - GMM25, One 31, PPTYV,
Thairath TV and Bright TV - decided
to protest jointly against the regulator
by delaying their third payment of

upfront licence fees,”

Kematat

Paladesh, president of Bangkok Media
and Broadcasting, the operator of

PPTV, said recently.

However, although the five TV sta-
tions failed to meet last month’s pay-
ment deadline, GMM25, One 31 and
Thairath TV paid another visit yester-
day and the other two - PPTV and
Bright TV - will go today to the

National Broadcasting

and

Telecommunications Commission to
show their intention to pay the third
instalment. The combined amount
payableis Bt2.232 billion plus 7.5-per-
cent interest incurred since the dead-
line. Kematat said that last week 15
digital-TV channels submitted a
request to the government and the
National Council for Peace and Order
for financial assistance by revising
some detailsin the payment schemefor
the remaininglicence-fee instalments.

“Wewanttoseerelief measure sim-
ilar to what the government has done
forthe small and medium-sized enter-
prises by offering debt restructuring.
Both SMEs and digital TV operators
are victims of the sluggish economy,”
he said. He suggested that if the gov-
ernmentagreed with this idea, relevant
state agencies should work together
on a proper assistance package.
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AIS’s 370,000 subscribers to 26 service to be disconnected on Thursday
TRENATION. THE SERVICE SHUTDOWN ON THURSDAY NIGHT IS
HE 570,000 subscribera o ACCORDING TO A DEADLINE SET FOR AIS BY THE MILITARY’S
Kdvaniad Fifo Seiviidiss coril- RULING NATIONAL COUNCIL FOR PEACE AND ORDER.

generation cellular service will be

disconnected after midnight June TOT concession will be awarded June 30.
30, after the payment today of the to AWN, and therefore all However, there are still a few
first instalment by its subsidiary 370,000 of the 2G users on that million AWN users who roam with
Advanced Wireless Network of the band will be disconnected after the AIS 2G-900MHz network
upfront fee on its 90OMHz midnight June 30. under TOT concession.
hc'j;llcse'l S8 5 Nofit After the service’s disconnec- TOT president Monchai
HORELION T TR e oL tion, AIS will have to return Noosong said the state agency

customers using its 900-mega- a1 Tas would talk with AIS before
hertz network to the AWN net- 26 oilliGeimoi e phons Thursd how they should

: ; : numbers to the NBTC for reallo- HERSG=y O OW sy 5 Mol Lo pro-
work since before its concession . ceed next regarding this network.

under TOT expired last

September, but around 370,000
2G subscribers are still on it.
Takorn Tantasith, secretary-
general of the National
Broadcasting and Telecommu-

The service shutdown on
Thursday night is according to a
deadline set for AIS by the mili-
tary’s ruling National Council for
Peace and Order.

nications Commission, said yes- AIS originally was supposed
terday that today AWN would pay to shut down the 2G service under
the Bt8.04-billion first instalment the concession on March 15
of the upfront fee and place the according to an NBTC order, but
required bank guarantee for the the company sought an injunction
remaining instalments. Then the from the Central Administrative
telecom committee will meet Court to defer the shutdown.
today to award the 15-year licence The court in March allowed
to AWN. The licence will be in AIS to extend the deadline to April
effect from this Friday, July 1. 14.
This means the 900MHz band Later the NCPO allowed AIS to
used previously by AIS under the extend the deadline further to
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PRD plans full coverage

of digital transmission
network by 2018

WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THE NATION

AFTER AN initial delay in setting
up a digital-TV transmission net-
work, the Public Relations
Department (PRD)isinvesting Bt1
billion to establish nationwide cov-
erage within two years.

“After holding an e-bid to select
a company to manage and install
transmitters last year, our digital-
TV network now cov-
ers about half of the
country’s households,”
PRD director-general
Apinan Juntarungsri -~
told The Nation. ¢

The department’s i
digital-TV transmis-
sion network already
reaches residents in
Greater Bangkok, and
full coverage will be in
place by 2018 in accor-

&

dance with the condi- ApinanJuntarungsri

tions set out by the

National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC).

The PRD appears to be behind
other  digital transmission
providers such asthe Army, MCOT
and Thai Public Broadcasting
Service, which aim to access all
23 million households by next
year.

“Given the current progress, the
PRD is now ready to be an alter-
native for both commercial and
public digital-TV operators inter-
ested in its broadcasting network
service,” Apinan stressed.

News ID: C-160628003078 (28 Jun 16/06:20)
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Among the national providers
of'digital-TV transmission service,
the Army has secured 13 contracts
from commercial free-to-air TV
stations. They are TNN 24, New
TV, Bright TV, Nation TV,
Workpoint TV, True4U, GMM25,
Now26, Mono29, One31, Amarin
TV, Channel 7HD and PPTV. The
Army also uses its own network to
broadcast TV5 channel.

Apartfrom its own public chan-
nel, Thai PBS has four
clients - Channels
3HD, 3SD and
3Family and Channel
8.

Meanwhile, MCOT
provides transmission
service for Thairath
TV, Voice TV and
Springnews TV on top
of its own digital TV
channels, MCOT HD
and MCOT Family.

Asked about the
transition from analog
to digital terrestrial TV broadcast-
ing, Natee Sukonrat, chairman of
the NBTC’s broadcasting commit-
tee, admitted there had been a
series of problems causing a delay
in the process.

“The transition to digital TV
broadcasting in Japan experienced
the same problems,” he said, adding
that Japan spent more than 12
years to complete both the digital
transition and the analog-system
shutdown. Britain achieved its
digital-TV transition in the second
attempt after its first effor failed, he
said.
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