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Tangles of power, telecom and other types of cable are a familiar sight in Ba

ngkok and major cities nationwide. The government has

vowed to put 127 kilometres of lines underground in three key provinces within five years. THANAWAT PHETLOLIAN

Overhead lines to be
moved below ground

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA
YUTHANA PRAIWAN

After a decade of delay, the authorities
are finally embarking on a 51.7-billion-
baht programme to put 127 kilome-
tres of overhead power lines and
cables underground.

The first phase of the plan, grouping all
existing overhead power, telecommunica-
tions and broadcastingcables into a single
platform below ground at 39 roads in
Bangkok, Samut Prakan and Nonthaburi,
is scheduled to be completed in 2020 —
five years ahead of the original schedule.

Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha has
urged all related state agencies to speed
up the first phase in order to serve the
digital economy initiative.

Microsoft founder Bill Gates recently
posted a picture on social media of
the clutter of overhead power cables
in Thailand.

Grisada Boonrach, chairman of the
board of directors at the Metropolitan
Electricity Authority (MEA), said his
agency would take charge of replacing all
existingoverhead power lines with under-
ground lines, requiring an investment of
48.7 billion baht.

TOT Plc, meanwhile, will take respon-
sibility for constructing an underground
system worth 3 billion baht, and group-
ing all existing telecom and broadcasting
cables into a single platform.

The MEA vyesterday signed a

memorandum of understanding for the
development of the project with TOT, the
National Broadcastingand Telecommuni-
cations Commission (NBTC), the Bangkok
Metropolitan Administration (BMA) and
the Royal Thai Police.

Korkij Darnchaivichit, NBTC deputy
secretary-general, said the regula-
tor will order all existing telecom and

broadcasting licensees to remove their
cables underground, as well as laying an
underground system together with the
electricity authorities’ power lines.

Mr Korkij said the NBTC will have to
establish rental fees for TOT in order to
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charge telecom and broadcasting com-
panies for the use of the new under-
ground system.

TOT president Monchai Noosong said
TOT expected the underground platform
to generate revenue of at least 1 billion
baht per year for the state telecom enter-
prise after the construction is completed.

Mr Korkij added thatthe underground
project was needed in order to prevent
the possible collapse of concrete power
poles as they carry an excessive load of
utility lines.

Mosttelecomsand broadcasters rented
cement poles from the MEA and the Pro-
vincial Electricity Authority (PEA) to lay
their telecommunications wires, cables
and optical fibre lines together with the
electricity authorities’ power lines.

Under Section 39 of the existing Fre-
quency Allocation Act, telecom licensees
have the right to negotiate with any com-
panies to lay their network lines.

But the state electricity enterprises
have denied requests from telecoms want-
ing to rent their poles to lay lines for years,
asthestate agenciessaytheir poles can no
longer support the weight of new lines.
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Indeed, Mr Grisada said the MEA had
already put its power lines underground
in some business areas of Bangkok over
the past few years.

But the development of the project has
been verylimited due to the lack of budget
and there was no discussion of this issue
with other parties, including cable-TVand
service providers.

However, he said this collaboration
with other state agencies will accomplish
the project’s goal of developing Bangkok
asan Asean metropolis. It would beautify
the city and ease excess loading of over-
head utility wires.

Mr Grisada said the MEA will take
responsibility for the construction of an
electrical power distribution system to
ensure sufficient electricity supply and
a safe and reliable electricity network to
the public.

The BMA, meanwhile, will manage
and address all problems that may affect
people during the underground con-
struction. The Royal Thai Police will help
manage and facilitate traffic.
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EDITORIAL

CHEWING THROUGH the spaghetti over our heads

BILL GATES BECOMES THE LATEST FOREIGNER TO COMMENT ON THAILAND'S RISKY TANGLES OF ABOVEGROUND UTILITY LINES

dered the “tangled web we

weave”. He was thinking of lies
and deception. Another worldly
observer, BillGates, wasn’tbeing delib-
erately deceitful last week when he
posted a snapshot on Facebook of a
snake’snestofoverheadelectricaland
communication cables.

He wrote: “I've visited many cities
filledwithtangledwires,suchasthose
in this photo from Thailand, where
people have illegally tapped into the
gridontheirowntogetthepowerthey
need - at great personal risk.” The
American billionaire philanthropist
was making a common mistake, con-
fusing communication cables for

Sir Walter Scott famously pon-

power lines, and hardly anyone still
steals power from the electrical grid.

But Thaisought tohangtheirheads
inshame anyway. The way we weave
dozens of aerial wires and cables
together might be considered some-
thingofanelectricalart form,andfirst-
timevisitors to the country are always
amazedatthesight.Itisindeedamaz-
ing craftsmanship, and it’s even more
amazing that the authorities let peo-
ple —and private firmsand even state
enterprises — get away with it.
Everyone,boththeforeigntouristsand
thelocals,knowsit’sadangerous prac-
tice.

Unsightly jumbles of power lines,
telephonelinesandwires carrying the

Internet and cable TV are seen
throughout the country and long ago
became part of the too-easily accept-
ed“visual pollution”that plagues Thai
cities. In urban centres abroad, the
wiresarereinstalled underground, rid-
ding the pedestrian’s view of the clut-
ter of ugly poles and lines. Thailand is
following suit — but very slowly.

The Metropolitan Electricity
Authority is gradually spending Bt143
billion to shift 145 kilometres of over-
head power lines under the ground in
selectedareasofBangkok, Nonthaburi
and Samut Prakan.

It started in 2014 and aims to fin-
ishthejobin2022.1t'salready doneso
in the Silom, Pathum Wan and

Chitralada areas of the capital.

Anyonecanseewithaquickglance
around that there’s still a long way to
go. The target for completion, just six
years away, might even seem opti-
mistic.

In the meantime, at least, the
authoritiesneedtomakesurethatres-
idents and visitors in the urban areas
are safe from harm. Electrical shocks
and otheraccidents are always a pos-
sibility when wires hang loose or are
pulledfreeinstorms. Thecurrentrainy
season has already brought some
ferociouswindsandheavydownpours
that have dislodged cables.

The Electricity Authority, Bangkok
Metropolitan Administration,
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Electricity Generating Authority and
National Broadcast and
Telecommunications Commission
shouldbepoolingeffortstoensurenot
justthatall powerandcommunication
cablesarereinstalledundergroundbut
also that it’s done with care and effi-
ciency. A lack of coordination would
result in roads and pavements being
excavated repeatedly by different
agencies, and the sloppy installation
of subterranean lines could lead to
breaks and the disruption of services.

A range of cable types must be
moved underground. Businesses that
runlinescarryingcableTVandinternet
feeds are looking at exactly the same
kind of work in the same places as the

stateutilities. Thosewhocannot deliv-
er their services wirelessly will be con-
templatingundergroundpipesrented
from the Electricity Authority orother
agencies. And they'll be well aware
that the cost of running lines under-
groundis triple that of stringing them
overhead on poles.

Regardless of the price, the shift
undergroundiswellworthit,giventhat
citizens will be safer and the
streetscape will be vastly improvedin
appearance. In Bangkok, it's to be
hoped that the effort to hide utility
lines underground will go beyond just
theareasassociatedwithtourismand
big business and cover most, if not all,
of thecity.
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Headline: TOT investing Bt3 billion in laying of power line viaducts in Greater Bangkok
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TOT investing Bt3 billion
in laying of power line
viaducts in Greater Bangkok

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

TOTwillinvestabout Bt3 bil-
lion to lay viaductsin Greater
Bangkok that telecommuni-
cations operators can lease for
their lines and cables.

TOT president Montchai
Noosong said yesterday that
the state enterprise was
preparing a public fund to
finance the construction of
the viaduets for its own use
and forleasetotelecom oper-
ators, which will be required
to bury their lines, including
fibre-optic  cables, in
Bangkok.

Govt policy

The government has
announced a policy to move
all overhead electricity and
telecom lines in major cities
to below ground.

TOT plans to list the fund
on the stock exchange and
hopes to raise about Bt10 bil-
lion from it this year.

Tt estimates annual rental
income of Bt1 billion from the
viaducts.

News ID: C-160630003070 (30 Jun 16/05:52)
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TOT already has 25,000
kilometres of underground
telecom tubes nationwide, of
which about 20,000km are
in Bangkok.

Last September the
Cabinetapprovedabudgetof
Bt48.72 billion for the
Metropolitan  Electricity
Authority (MEA) to replace
127.3km of aerial power lines
inthe metropolitan areawith
underground lines from
2016-25 in a bid to improve
the cityscape.

Krisada Boonrat, chair-
man of the MEA and perma-
nent secretary of the Interior
Ministry, said the MEA would
shorten the 10-year plan to
five years.

The MEA, National
Police, Bangkok Metropolitan
Administration, TOT and
National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications
Commission yesterday
signed the agreement to
cooperate in the project.

Korkij Danchaivichit,
deputy secretary-general of
the NBTC, said regulations
were being drafted forleasing
viaducts.
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