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Jasmine subsidiary
pays B840m fine

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

JAS Mobile Broadband yesterday paid a
total fine of 840 million baht for its failure
to pay the 900-megahertz licence fee in
what the national telecom regulator says
was “extra cash” for the sale of the fourth-
generation (4G) spectrum.

The subsidiary of Jasmine Interna-
tional was supposed to make the first
payment of 8.04 billion baht together with
three bank guarantees on March 21 for
the 900MHz spectrum licence it won in
December’sauction for 75.65 billion baht,

The National Broadcasting and Tel-
ecommunications Commission (NBTC)
confiscated JAS's 644-million-baht guar-
antee on March 21 — the deadline for JAS
to pay its 900MHz licence fee.

JAS also has to pay the NBTC a fine
of 196.65 million baht for the failure to
make payment.

The fine was calculated based on three
elements: compensation for operating
expenses incurred during the auction in
December, the cost of the re-auction on
May 27, and interest starting from JAS’s
default on March 21.

The interest of 169 million baht was
based on an interest rate of 7.5% for JAS's
first instalment of 8.04 billion baht from
March 21 until June 30, the date Advanced
Info Service Plc (AIS) isrequired to make

News ID: C-160701001062 (1 Jul 16/05:59)
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its first payment for the 900MHz spectrum
after the re-auction on May 27.

Another fine of 10 million baht was
calculated from operating expenses for
the re-auction, plus 20.24 million baht
for December’s auction.

The NBTC will pass the fine on to
the state coffers, said NBTC secretary-
general Takorn Tantasith,

The telecom regulator yesterday
granted a 15-year licence to Advanced
Wireless Networl (AWN), a subsidiary
of AIS, to provide 4G wireless broadband
service on the 900MHz spectrum, after
the country’s largest mobile operator
made its first payment for its 900MHz
licence on Tuesday.

AWN made its first payment of 8.6 bil-
lion baht and provided three bank guar-
antees for the rest of its winning bid of
75.65 billion baht.

Somchai Lertsutiwong, chief execu-
tive of AIS, said the company will allo-
cate SMHz of bandwidth on the 900MHz
spectrum to provide 2G mobile service,
with the remaining 5MHz reserved for
4G wireless broadband service.

After securing an additional 10MHz
of bandwidth on the 900MHz spectrum,
Mr Somchai said AIS expects its 4G net-
worl coverage to reach 80% of the popu-
lation by the year-end, up from 50% as
initially planned.
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Paween Chaiprakarn, left, an executive of Jas Mobile Broadband, hands a
Bt196.65-million cashier’s cheque to National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission secretary-general Takorn Tantasith, second from
left, as the fine for the company’s failure to pay the first instalment of a licence fee
by the deadline of March 21. The company forfeited the licence, and the NBTC re-
auctioned it in May.
' sidiary Advanced Wireless
A | S Se es a rt n e rS h I Network picked up the 15-
year 900MHz licence it
won at an auction held in
' May by the National
d eal W | t h TOT SO 0 n Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission.
~ Jas Mobile Broadband had
USANEE MONGKOLPORN 1,800MHz and 900MHz wonthatband ataprevious
THE NATION spectra, while TOT has auction last December but
15MHz on 2.1GHz and failed to fulfil the initial
ADVANCED Info Service 60MHzon 2.3GHz. payment conditions, so the
ishopeful thatitwillbe able TOT has selected AISas NBTC had to hold another
to wrap up its partnership its strategic partner on its  bid.
deal with TOT soontopro- 2.1GHz band but has still
vide third-generation cel- notsigned the official con-
lular service jointly on the tracts.
state agency’s 2.1-gigahertz TOT president Monchai
band. Noosong said recently that
AIS chief executive offi- the agency would start to
cer Somchai Lertsutiwong announce its partnership
said his company was also  plans with private telecom
seeking a partnership on operators and supplier of
providing the service on telecommunications-
TOT’s 2.3GHz band. transmission equipment
Currently AIS holds a  on its 2.3GHz spectrum
total of 40 megahertz of this month.
bandwidth on the 2.1GHz, Yesterday AIS sub-
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NBTC LICENCE RECEIPTS
TOTAL BT18.33 BILLION

The National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission

(NBTC) has calculated the

amount of licence-fee and related
payments it will forward to the

Finance Ministry.

The commission will deliver the
third instalment of upfront licence
fees for 22 TV digital channels, the
first instalment for a licence to the
900-megahertz telecom frequen-
cy, and relevant fines for a total of

Bt18.33 billion to the Finance

Ministry, said Takorn Tantasith,
secretary-general of the NBTC.
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NBTC draft
bill passes
first reading

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The amended NBTC draft bill passed its first
readingin the National Legislative Assembly
(NLA) yesterday after being delayed for a
year due to government red tape.

The NLA voted unanimously with 162
votes to push through the NBTC draft bill,
with the establishment of a subcommittee
to discuss the bill further.

The Assembly will hold the second and
final readings of the draft NBTC bill over
the next two months, said Deputy Prime

Minister Wissanu Krea-ngam.

Talkorn Tantasith, secretary-general of the
National Broadcasting and Telecommunica-
tions Commission (NBTC), said he agreed
with almost all the details of the bill, with
the only exception being the management
structure of the Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Research and Development
Fund for the Public Benefit (BTEP).

He said the NBTC draft bill grants too
much authority to the NBTC board to set
upits own committee to manage and use the
fund, without a central authority to investi-
gate. The billalso allows the NBTC chairman
to chair the fund’s board.

Mr Takorn said Prime Minister Prayut
Chan-o-cha should instead act as chair-
man of the fund in order to enhance

cooperation and the effectiveness of the
fund’'s management.

Somkiat Tanglditvenich, president of the
Thailand Development Research Institute,
earlier urged the government to suspend

the implementation of the renewed NBTC
draft bill until several crucial elements are

revised. He said the existing draft bill may
have a bad effect on the industry and weaken
consumer protection.

He said several controversial issues
would need to be dealt with, including fre-
quency allocation and the qualifications of
NBTC members.

The bill suggests the allocation of fre-
quencies could be done by other means
other than auctions. In addition, it also
requires commission members to hold a
military rank of at least lieutenant-general,
instead of choosing members with experi-
ence in telecoms and the new media.

Fans take photos of Korean boy band EXO during a visit to Bangkok. Critics have raised concerns over the new telecom bill, which they claim
may weaken consumer protection. PATIPAT JANTHONG
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