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Due to faulty infrastructure, many urban areas
suffer from frequent blackouts and power cuts, and
the electrical grid often doesn’t serve the people who
need it most. I've visited many cities filled with tangled
wires such as those in this photo from Thailand, where
people have illegally tapped into the grid on their own
fo get the power they need-at great personal risk”
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Motorists warned over wiring chaos

Victory Monument
‘should be avoided’

NATTAYA CHETCHOTIROS
SUPOJ WANCHAROQEN

Bangkok motorists are being urged to avoid
roads around Victory Monument as con-
struction work to replace overhead power
lines with underground cables along both
sides of Ratchawithi Road begins.

Authorities concerned are closing one
in-bound and out-bound lane along the
400-metre stretch from Tuek Chai intersec-
tion to the Victory Monument to facilitate
the work which is part of the Metropoli-
tan Electricity Authority’s (MEA) pro-
gramme to put127.3km of overhead power
lines underground.

Theworkof digging ditches and install-
ing lines and conduits on Ratchawithi Road
isscheduled to last43 days and it is unlikely
to finish before Aug 15.

According Pol Lt Col Bowornpop
Sunthornrekha, deputy traffic superin-
tendent at Phaya Thal police station, on
weekdays the designated traffic lanes will
be closed from 10pm to 5am.

The two lanes will closed around-the-
clock on weekends. During 9am to 3pm
onweekdays construction will talke up only
40cm of road space to minimise the impact.

However, traffic woes are widely antici-
pated around Victory Monument which
usually encounters bottlenecks. Ratcha-
withi road houses several state agencies
including three state-run hospitals.

Chan Patamawipark, director of MEA's
communications division, vesterday asked
motorists to be patient in the event of traf-
fic congestion and any inconvenience
that may be incurred during the construc-
tion work.

He said when the construction work is
complete, the MEA will need to suspend the
power supply from time to time. The agency
will inform those who may be affected by
the power disruption schedules in advance.

According to Mr Chan, putting power
lines and cables underground involves five
agencies: the MEA, the Banglkok Metropoli-
tan Administration; the Royal Thai Police;
TOT; and the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission (NBTC).

He said after the work on Ratchawithi
Road is complete, the MEA will move to
Nonsi Road, Narathiwatratchanakharin

News ID: C-160702001006 (2 Jul 16/06:19)

InfoQuest Limited 888/178 Ploenchit Rd., 17th Fl. Mahatun Plaza Bldg., Lumpini, Patumwan, Bangkok 10330
Tel. 0-2253-5000, 0-2651-4700 Fax. 0-2253-5001, 0-2651-4701 Email: help@ignewsclip.com

4 iQNews

www.ignewsclip.com

Road and Rama III Road, all of which are
slated for development next year.

Mr Chan said laying wires underground
costs the MEA 10 times more than it does
installing them above-ground; but it is
necessary to maintain the MEA's power
efficiency, he said.

He noted that underground wiring is
needed to avoid the collapse of concrete
power poles as they carry an excessive load
of utility lines.

The Ratchawithi project is the first phase
in the MEA's plan to put wires below ground
along 39 roads in Bangkolk, Samut Prakan
and Nonthaburi. The estimated cost of the
project is 48.7 billion baht.

It is scheduled to be completed in 2020
— five years ahead ofthe original schedule,
after Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha
urged all related state agencies tospeed up
the first phase in order to serve the digital
economy initiative.

MEA governor Somchai Rojrungwa-
sinkul said the signing of the MOU is a must
to ensure speedy implementation of the
project as it involves several parties and
needs coordination.

The police, for example, will help
manage and direct traffic while the NBTC
will coordinate with current telecom and
broadcasting licensees to remove cables
underground and lay an underground
system together with the MEA's power lines.

A source said the Nonsi project which
covers a distance of 8.3km was launched
in April with an estimated median price
of 2.5 billion baht. A contract signing is
expected in September this year with the
project scheduled to be completed in 2020.

The MEA is expected to hold bids for a
project covering 6.2 kilometres on Rama
III road later this year, said the source.
The median price is being reviewed and is
expected to be around 2 billion baht.

The Ratchadapisek-Asoke and
Ratchadapisek-Rama IX project covering
22.5km is atthe design stage but the median
price is estimated to be around 7 billion
baht. The projectislikely to be divided into
two phases with the first one slated for bid-
ding early next year and the second phase’s
bidding scheduled for late next year.

Prasarn Pitakworarat, director of BMA's
Public Works Department, said the depart-
ment, which oversees the city's pavements
and main roads, has been assigned to coor-
dinate with the MEA.

After receiving the details about the pro-
ject, the department will allow the MEA to
move in and examine the road conditions.
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Between 1984-2020, the Metropolitan Electricity Authority (MEA) has plans for a
series of projects to make overhead power cables go underground covering a
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B COMPLETED B PENDING APPROVAL
Three projects have been completed The MEAIs seeking to replace overhead with
covering a length of 35km along Silom, underground electricity Lines spanning
Pathumwan, Chitralada, Phahon Yothinand 261 6km in this phase, which 1s in line with a
Phaya Thai roads and parts of Sukhumvit.  policy to support Bangkok as an Asean
B UNDER WAY metropolis.
Fight projects covering 53 3km are being The first project covering 127 3km is about to
undertaken: the rest of Sukhumvit: be submitted to the cabinet for approval and
Pathumwan (additional); Chitralada the other covering 134 3km is under review.
(additional), and Phaya Thai (additional), W FUTURE PLANS
Wana; Ram?‘ Ul Batchadaphiselc-Asokeand The MEA's power line replacement projects
Ratchadaphisek-Rama IX roads. will Eeverannim,
P
,T”te"‘ Chf,’ Phramengutklao
intersection Hospital
Victory
Monument
B The MEA begins switching overhead power lines to make them go underground on
Ratchawithi Road from Tuek Chai intersection to Victory Monument from yesterday to Aug 15.
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