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Headline: Operators oppose tariff cap

Operators oppose taritf cap

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The three big mobile operators have united
in opposition to regulations on maximum
tariff rates for third- and fourth-generation
mobile services, saying they distort the
price mechanism and impede the opera-
tion of an open, flexible and competi-
tive market.

The opposition was raised by Advanced
Info Service (AIS), Total Access Communi-
cation (DTAC) and True Move at a group
discussion yesterday with the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications
(NBTC).

The operators urged the NBTC to
revise the regulation governing the maxi-
muim tariff rates for 3G and 4G services
in a bid to encourage greater competi-
tion and enhance further development of
mobile services.

The maximum 3G rate on the 2100-meg-
ahertz spectrum is set at 82 satang a minute

www.ignewsclip.com

for voice service, 1.33 baht a message for
SMS, 3.32 baht a message for MMS and 28
satang a megabyte for data service.

The maximum 4G tariff rate on the 1800-
and the 900MHz spectra are capped at 69
satang a minute for voice service, 1.15 baht
a message for SMS, 3.11 baht a message for
MMS and 26 satang per Mb for data service.

Chalkkrit Urairat, deputy director of the
regulatory and governmentrelation depart-
ment of True Corporation, said local mobile
operators already provide a variety of ser-
vice packages to serve greater customer
demand with reasonable prices.

“Our tariff rates have already been deter-
mined by the price mechanism,” Mr Chal-
krit said.

Narupon Rattanasamaharn, senior vice-
president of DTAC, said the existing price
capregulation has diminished the develop-
ment of service packages.

He stressed that competition in the
local mobile market is already highly

News ID: C-160705001053 (5 Jul 16/05:51)
¥ IQNewsClip’

competitive, without having unnecessary
measures to control the market price of
operators’ tariff rates.

“Enhancing operators to create a variety
of innovative service packages will better
promote the development of the country’s
mobile industry,” Mr Narupon said.

He noted that other countries with the
same market development level as Thai-
land don't impose such a maximum tariff
rate regulation. Those markets in Europe
and Asean allowed the price mechanism
to play a function in the market.

“Mobile tariff rates in Thailand are
among the lowest rates in Asean,” Mr
Narupon said.

Arepresentative of AIS said the company
is introducing over 1,000 promotional tariff
packages to cater to all customer segments.

The NBTC should promote the quality
of mobile service and effective networl
coverage, instead of price competition,

he said.
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Telecom companies
oppose planned new
rates for 3G, 46 Service

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

THE THREE leading mobile-telecommunication
providers have opposed the planned new charges for third-
and fourth-generation voice and data service, claiming
that the rates would affect their subscribers and fail to pro-
mote competition in the liberalised market.

They voiced their opinions yesterday in a focus-group
meeting held by the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission on the new rates
approved by the telecom committee on June 22, to be for-
warded to a focus group hearing.

A telecom-industry observer said the new rates, if
adopted, were expected to reduce the revenue of telecom
operators by 10 per cent on average.

According to the new rates, the voice-call rate on 2.1-
gigahertz service must not exceed 82 satang per minute,
and data fees must not exceed 28 satang per megabyte.
The call rate for service on the 1,800- and 900-megahertz
spectramust be lower than 69 satang per minute and data
fees lower than 26 satang per megabyte.

The planned rates will be applied to all promotional
packages and the operators will have to bill them on a per-
second basis.

The NBTC’s existing tariffs are similar to the new
planned rates. But the difference is that these new rates
will be applied to each package the operators offer, while
the existing rates are the average rates of all packages.

Chakkrit Urairat, deputy director of regulatory affairs

News ID: C-160705003002 (5 Jul 16/06:00)

at True Corp, said more than half of the company’s exist-
ing subscribers would be affected by the planned new
rates, as it would have to launch new promotional pack-
ages to comply with them, which in some cases mighthave
higher charges than the existing ones.

The three operators yesterday separately issued press
releases of their opinions on the planned rates. According
to True’s statement, the planned rates do not provide
diverse choices to consumers and fail to comply with the
mechanisms of competition in the liberalised market.

Narupon  Rattanasamaharn,  Total  Access
Communication’s senior vice president and head of its
regulatory division, said DTAC did not agree with the new
rates as they would result in a lack of package diversity.

Ttitsstatement, DTAC suggested that the regulator con-
sider the balance of interests between service operators
and subscribers. Operators have to keep expanding their
networks and improving their services, including the
ecosystem of the mobile-phone industry based on fair
competition.

In Thailand, the competition in the mobile-phone mar-
ket is very intense, so operators need to offer a variety of
service packages to serve customers’ needs appropriate-
ly, DTAC said. Meanwhile in other countries with the same
level of competition as Thailand, there is no service-rate
regulation. They let the price mechanism freely play a big
role, such as in the European Union or even some Asean
countries.

Moreover, the service rates in Thailand are among the
lowest in Asean, it said.

An Advanced Info Service representative said that as
the regulator, the NBTC should consider consumer ben-
efits by not launching new rates without conducting a
suitable feasibility study first. This would affect all users,
as they might get stuck with new packages they may not
desire.

Meanwhile, some consumer groups have reportedly
welcomed the planned new rates, which they believe would
lower users’ tariffs.

Takorn Tantasith, secretary-general of the NBTC, said
the commission would collect information on theissue and
make a proposal to the telecom committee soon.
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Peace TV shutdown draws flak

Red shirts accuse
NBTC of censorship

POST REPORTERS

Red-shirt leaders have slammed the reg-
ulator’s decision to shut down Peace TV
for 30 days, saying the move is an “arbi-
trary use of power” to silence critics of
the draft constitution ahead of the Aug
7 referendum.

The National Broadcasting Telecom-
munications Commission (NBTC) yes-
terday decided to suspend the operating
licence of Peace TV — a satellite TV station
belonging to the United Front for Democ-
racy against Dictatorship (UDD) — for 30
days, taking effect on Sunday.

The closure order was an administrative
measure to punish Peace TV for violating a
memorandum of understanding between
Peace TV and the NBTC by broadcasting
television programmes with content for-
bidden by law, according to the NBTC.

The content was broadeast on the pro-
gramme Khao Jai Trong Khan Na(Having
the Same Understanding) on March 11 and
21, Khem Khao Duek (Late Night News)
on March 24, and Hong Khao Lao Rueng
(Newsroom Talking) on March 28.

On June 13, Peace TV representatives
submitted a letter to the NBTC's subcom-
mittee on the content of television pro-
grammes to oppose the panel’s recom-
mendations for the closure of the station.

The panel later invited representa-
tives of the media monitoring team of the
National Council for Peace and Order, the
National Human Rights Commission and
the Council of State to give information.

The NBTC's closure order was based on
the MoU between the NBTC and televi-
sion operators, and had nothing to do with
orders by the National Council for Peace
and Order or Section 37 of the Broadcast-
ing Act, an NBTC source said.

Red-shirt leader Nattawut Saikuar said
the NBTC’s decision to pull the plug on
Peace TV was an attempt to gag critics of
the draft charter, and this will only invite
more public resistance against curbs on

freedom of expression.

While Mr Nattawut said he believed
Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha knew
nothing about the closure of the station,
he wondered why the NBTC had been
allowed to become arbitrary in its use
of power.

“I would be happy if Peace TV is shut
down under Section 44. But those in power
may not dare to use Section 44 and order
the NBTC to work with the NCPO's media
monitoring team to shut down Peace TV}’
Mr Nattawut said.

UDD chairman Jatuporn Prompan
yesterday warned the government not to
allow its subordinates to exercise power
arbitrarily against Peace TV.

He said Peace TV was previously
ordered closed by the NBTC on April 30last
year and the case was talen to the Central
Administrative Court.

On July 16 last year, the court issued a
temporary injunction against the NBCT’s
closure order, which allowed Peace TV to
continue broadcasting.

The case is now with the Supreme
Administrative Court, which has not yet
decided whether to lift the lower court’s
injunction order, Mr Jatuporn said.

Deputy Prime Minister Prawit Wong-
suwon yesterday said the NCPO never
thought of shutting down Peace TV, adding
that responsibility rests with the NBCT.

“We must ask what wrong Peace TV has
done. Everything has a reason. Authorities
would take that under consideration;” Gen
Prawit said.

Meanwhile, Prime Minister Prayut
Chan-o-cha has welcomed all stalkehold-
ersto join the regime’s peace-keeping cen-
tres to monitor possible fraud in the Aug
7 referendum on the draft constitution.

Gen Prayut brushed aside criticsm the
centres are tools of the military regime to
influence the referendum vote. He also
denied they are imitations of the UDD’s
fraud watchdog centres which have been
banned by the regime.

“The centres will monitor fraud just
as the UDD wants. Anyone who wants
to join is welcome. Why set up centres to
rival the state? The authority to run the
country lies with the government. The
centres do not imitate theirs. Since they
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want such centres, Thad them set up,” Gen
Prayut said.

The regime has set up peacelkeeping
centres across the country to support the
Election Commission’s (EC) handling of
the Aug 7 referendum amid complaints
from critics they could be tools of the mili-
tary regime to manipulate the outcome of
the charter vote.

The move isseen as an attempt to curb
growing resistance ahead of the referen-
dum date,

The centres have been up and running
since Sunday at provincial and district
levels. Their objectives are to prevent
incidents that would lead to violence and
ensurea clean and fair referendum process

They are responsible for working out
operation plans, monitoring situations,
setting up security checlkpoints, gather-
ing intelligence on activities that may
violate the referendum law and enforcing
order at public demonstrations.

Gen Prawit yesterday said the centres
are designed to integrate the work of agen-
cies involved in maintaining peace and
order ahead of the referendum.
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L' f P Operation of the
Icence 0 eace Sound Broadcasting Service and
the Television Broadcasting Service
TV Suspended Act BE 2551 (2008).
Peace TV’s licence was also sus-
pended in April last year when the
by N BT( ahead regulator said it breached the
ordersofthejuntaaswell asbroad-
casting panel rules. Operations
Of rEfe rendU m resumed in July the same year fol-
lowing a Central Administrative
THE NATION Court injunction order.
Yesterday morning, a group of
THE BROADCASTING licence of Peace TV employeesled by TV host
the satellite channel Peace TV, Weng Tojirakarn and station exec-
which is linked to the red shirts, utive Anantasak Khamkao sub-
will be suspended for one month mitted a petition to the NBTC’s
starting July 10 ahead of the Broadcasting Committeetoreview
upcoming national referendumon the suspension order.
the new constitution. Weng, who is a leader of the

The suspension is the second United Front for Democracy
punishment meted outinlessthan Against Dictatorship (UDD),
twoyears tothe controversial chan- commonlyknown asredshirts, said
nel, which was ruled to have vio- the licence revocation was unfair.
lated the rules of the National He said the station would
Broadcasting and Telecommuni- tomorrowseek aninjunction order
cations Commission (NBTC) and from the Central Administrative
junta orders. Courtbecauseitsbusinesshasbeen

AccordingtoNBTCdeputy sec- severely damaged by the licence

retary-general Pakdee Manaves, suspension.
Peace TV’ licence suspension fol- The station employs 130 staff
lows the airing of three TV pro- and provides content via satellite
grammes in March that violated and online platforms. It will con-
the National Council for Peace and tinue broadcasting on media such
Order (NCPO)’s announcements as YouTube and Facebook, so no
No97and103. | staff lay-offs are expected.

The NBTC | Supinya Klangnarong, a mem-
panel also con- | ber of the NBTC’s Broadcasting
cluded that Peace Committee, said earlier that the
TV’s content ¥ - & NBTC subcommittee overseeing
breached a mem- 7 TV content and programming had
orandum of invited representatives of the
understanding . NCPO, National Human Rights
with the NBTC, A Commission and the Council of
Section 37 of the WENG State to clarify the case.
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