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NBTC urged to use fund to boost line networks

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

TELECOM operators have asked
the telecom regulator to use some
of the Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Research and
Development Fund to realign over-
head and underground telecom
lines for the public’s benefit.

The National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
yesterday held a meeting with tele-
com operators todiscuss an adjust-
ment to the existing telecom-line
regulation.

The move was in line with the
government’s policy to convert

overhead power and telecom lines
to an underground cable system
within five years to enhance
Bangkok as an Asean metropolis.
According to the NBTC, the
revised regulation defines the right-
of-way that covers overhead and
underground lines based on an
infrastructure-sharing basis. All
telecom operators are required to
share the investment cost for the
installation and replacement of
overhead and underground lines
and avoid overloading poles.
However, most private telecom
companies — including UTH Co, a
broadband company of
Benchachinda Holding Co, Total
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Access Communication and True
Corp - agreed that the NBTC
should allocate some of the Bt17-
billion fund to help operators invest
inoverhead and underground wires
along roads nationwide.

The operators reasoned that they
paid the NBTC licence fees includ-
ing the Universal Service
Obligationlevy, soit wasreasonable
to use the fund in this respect.

Korkij Danchaivichit, NBTC
deputy secretary-general, said that
the commission would collect all
information from feedback groups
to presentto its telecom committee
before launching the new regula-
tion.
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Headline: Order to suspend Peace TV not related to previous case. NBTC

Clip: Black/White

Order to suspend Peace TV not related to previous case; NBTC

WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THE NATION

BROADCAST regulators insisted
yesterday that Monday’s decision to
suspend the licence of the red-shirt
Peace TV station for a month from
July 10 was not related to a previous
case for which the Administrative
Court issued an injunction again on
Wednesday.

Peerapong Manakit, chairman of
the subcommittee on TV contentand
programming at the National
Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC), said the commission’s
broadcasting panel had decided to
suspend Peace TV licence, but the

order had notbeenimplemented yet.

“The order should arrive at Peace
TV and go into effect next week. The
verdict by the  Supreme
Administrative Court on Wednesday
was based on a previous case dating
back to April 2015 and its ruling on
the same case in May this year,”
Peerapong stressed.

After the NBTC on Monday
decided to suspend the channel,
allegingthat three of Peace TV’s pro-
grammes aired in March violated the
National Council for Peace and
Order (NCPO)’'s announcements No
97 and 103, red-shirt leader Weng
Tojirakarn filed a complaint with the
Supreme Administrative Court. The
complaint was filed in Weng’s capac-

News ID: C-160708003033 (8 Jul 16/06:14)
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ity as a host at the TV station.

The Supreme Administrative
Court on Wednesday ruled that the
Peace TV station could continue
broadcasting under an injunction of
theloweradministrative court'sorder
and thatthe NBTC’slatest order could
not overrule the court ruling.

Weng alleged that the NBTC’s
order violated the May 26 injunction
orderfromthe Central Administrative
Court, which allowsthestation tostay
onair until the court rules on the case
filed against NBTC' earlier order to
revoke its licence.

He said the  Supreme
Administrative Court had decided
thatifthe NBTCthought the TV sta-
tion violated any condition of the

injunction, it should ask the Central
Administrative Court to revoke the
injunction instead of issuing its own
order to overrule the court ruling.

Peerapong said the NBTC always
respected court decisions, though
both cases were lodged at different
times and the new ruling from the
Administrative Court did not over-
rule its order.

The commissioner explained that
his panel had been considering the
three Peace TV shows that violated
the NCPO’s orders for several
months.

“Therefore, the latest decision to
suspend Peace TV’s licence was not
influenced by political motivation or
the government,” he insisted.
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