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Clip: Full Color

WINNERS

Broadcasting regulators

Riding a wave of Section 44 edicts, the
National Broadcasting and Telecommu-
nications Commission got what it has
been lusting for since its creation after
the 2007 constitution — full power as pri-
mary censor of all TV, radio, wireless and
other broadcasting networks, stations

and itty-bitty community micro-caster
on a sliver of FM frequency. Not only
that. The Section 44 dictate published in
the Royal Gazette gives total immunity.
Whatever the NBTC censors, whatever
stations it closes, whatever silly dictates it
gives to mobile phone companies, there’s
no recourse. Today, that means the red
shirts’ appeal over the closure of Peace
TV is dead. Tomorrow, who knows? The
NBTC has not been lobbying for this
power for nine years so it can remain
passive. Even now, there are offensive,
terrible things being broadcast. And with
a new sheriff in town with a licence to
censor, expect action.
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