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Headline: NBTC moves to aid TV channels PROPOSES LENIENT FEE PAYMENT OPTION TO CABINET AS...

The broadcasting regulator
will soon propose for the
Cabinet’s consideration
two options to help
struggling operators of
digital terrestrial TV
stations. >>1B

NBTC moves to aid TV channels

PROPOSES LENIENT FEE PAYMENT OPTION TO CABINET AS DIGITAL OPERATORS STRUGGLE

USANEE MONGKOLPORN,
SUCHEERA PINIJPARAKARN,
WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THE NATION

THE BROADCASTING regulator
will soon propose for the Cabinet’s
consideration two options to help
struggling operators of digital ter-
restrial television.

Natee Sukonrat, chairman ofthe
broadcasting committee of the
National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC), said that under the first
option, the committee would post-
pone outstanding payment sched-

ules for upfront licence fees, if the
government believes that this
option would not affect state
finances significantly.

Under NBTC rules, it must
transfer all of the fees it collects
from this source to the state. If
the Cabinet agrees to this option,
it should grant official permis-
sion to the NBTC to amend its
rules, and it should do so before the
fourth fee instalment is due next
May.

Originally, holders oflicences to
broadcast on digital television
channels were required to pay the
upfront fee in six instalments.

Under the second option, the
payment schedules would remain
unchanged. However, after the
broadcasting committee transfers
each payment to the state, the gov-
ernment would instructits agencies
to allocate their public relations
budgets for the 22 digital-TV chan-
nels. The total amount spent on
each channel should be equal to its
licence-fee instalment.

Three ofthe five members of the
broadcasting committee approved
these two options at their July 11
meeting. The resolution was in
response to a request from the
Office of the Permanent Secretary

of the Prime Minister’s Office that
the committee seek ways to help
struggling digital-TV licence hold-
ers.

The permanent secretary’s office
had looked into the matter at the
request by eight digital-TV broad-
casters seeking financial assistance
by revising the licence-payment
regime. Those stations were One
31, GMM 25, Bright TV, Nation TV,
Now 26, PPTV, Thairath TV and
Springnews TV.

Speaking on their behalf,
Kematat Paladesh, president of
Bangkok Media and Broadcasting,
the operator of PPTV, said he want-
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ed to see relief measures similar to
what the government had provid-
ed for small and medium-sized
enterprises by offering them debt
restructuring. Both SMEs and dig-
ital-TV broadcasters are victims of
the sluggish economy.

AnNBTCsource said that as the
state had alreadyreceived about 60
per cent of the total upfront licence
payments of Bt50.862 billion, gov-
ernment finances were unlikely to
suffer any impact from reliefmeas-
ures provided to the broadcasters.

Abanking source said some dig-
ital-TV broadcasters had consid-
ered returning their licences to the
broadcasting committee because of
the difficulty in making a profit
from the business.
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Early néxt month TOT will start thetrial of non-comrﬁercial wireless brbadband

?ii\\\\\\
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/l

serviceon its 2.3GHz band along selected sections of the Skytrain routes above
Phaholyothin Road, Sukumvit Road and in Ratchaburi province.

TOT to launch 2.3GHz
broadband trial service

USANEEMONGKOLPORN
THENATION

TOT plansto kick offan official non-
commercial trial to provide a 2.3-
gigahertz wireless broadband serv-
iceearly next monthin Bangkok and

Ratchaburi.
The state agency is waiting for a
permit from the National

Broadcasting and Telecommunic-
ations Commission to utilise net-
work equipment for thetrial service.

A TOT executive source said that
TOT had invited Advanced Info
Service, Total Access

Communication, and True Corp to
join the trial, which would begin on
National Communications Day on
August 4.

Thesourceadded that TOT would
install 20 2.3GHz network base sta-
tions along selected sections of the
Skytrain routes above Phaholyothin
Road and Sukumvit Road. Nokia will
provide the network for the test in
this area.

The stateagencywill utilise time-
division long-term evolution tech-
nology for the trial.

TOT will conduct the trial in
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Technologies’ network.

“The test will help TOT learn
ahoutthe capacity it will need to pro-
vide the service and the technical
aspects before drafting the terms of
reference for selecting partners to
invest on the network to provide
the commercial service,” the source
said.

Atthepresentthereareonlyafew
handset models that support the
2.3GHz technology and most of the
compatible devices are Chinese
brands.

TOT owns a huge 60MHz band-
width of the 2.3GHz spectrum. Tts
board recently approved TOT’s plan
to invite international telecom net-
work suppliers and local telecom
operators to jointly introduce the
2.5GHz service commercially.

TOT will ask local telecom oper-
ators about their 2.3GHz spectrum
bandwidth requirements. TOT will
relay the information to potential
network equipment suppliers to
enahle them to draw up rollout pro-
posals and submit them to TOT.

The state agency will select the
supplier with the best proposal to

roll out the network for TOT.

The same TOT source said that
TOT had already approached
Huawei, Nokia, and Ericsson to dis-
cuss the matter.

Using this model, TOT will not
have to invest in the project on its

own intheinitial stage. [twill whole-
salethe 2.3GHz bandwidth tointer-
ested local telecom operators. The
revenue TOT gains from the band-
width wholesale will be used to
finance the 2.3GHz network rollout
by the supplier it selects.
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