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Video jockeys at work on the iShow mobile app. Authorities and internet service providers will set up a body to regulate payments

— S - = id

through such interactive mobile apps. PAWAT LAOPAISARNTAKSIN

Mobile apps face
payment block

Panel to probe iShow
after man lost B1.2m

KOMSAN TORTERMVASAHA

Six state agencies have set up a joint
panel with a representative of internet
service providers to investigate the legiti-
macy of a payment system on the iShow
mobile application.

The iShow app will be scrutinised by
the panel, as there may be other applica-
tions in violation of the law.

The move comes after a scandal involv-
ing the iShow app in which a young man
bought special items worth 1.2 million
baht for women who chatted with him
through the app.

The investigation will focus on whether
iShow holds a licence as an online pay-
ment gateway. After that, the joint panel
will monitor other mobile apps whose
content is improper or illicit.

The joint panel comprises seven mem-
bers from the National Broadcasting
and Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC), Bank of Thailand, Technology
Crime Suppression Division (TCSD),
Information and Communication

News ID: C-160727001090 (27 Jul 16/05:56)
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-

Technology (ICT) Ministry,
Revenue Department, Anti-
Money Laundering Office
and arepresentative of private
internet service providers.
If the iShow payment
system has no legal licence,
this application must be shut
down as it violates the Bank
of Thailand’s payment trans-
fer rule. It may possibly brealk
criminal law as well, said
Takorn Tantasith, the NBTC's
secretary-general.
He was speaking yesterday after a
special meeting with representatives
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from the state agencies and a representa-
tive of internet service providers to find
ways to better supervise mobile applica-
tion content.

Mr Takorn said the joint panel will not
only focus on iShow but also monitor
other apps in order to prevent or elimi-
nate illicit content.

“The NBTC and private ISPs will work
together to provide information to the cen-
tral bank during the investigation. After
that, a decision will be made whether
iShow did anything wrong,” he said.

Mr Talorn sald state agencies must
cooperate to provide better supervi-
sion of improper and illicit content on
mobile applications.

“Any mobile application
providing service through a
platform that lacks an online
payment gateway licence
must be shut down, while
people must understand the
risk from unintentionally
buying such services,” he said.

To supervise improper
Takorn: People must  content on mobile applica-
understand risk tions or websites, Mr Takorn

said the meeting agreed
that existing ITC laws and regulations
have encugh power to control the content.

The Electronic Commerce Act pro-
hibits fraud and improper content via
e-commerce, while the Computer Crime
Act provides safeguards against illicit or
indecent internet content.

Mr Takorn said the ICT Ministry can
order internet service providers and
mobile operators through the NBTC to
shut down websites or internet gateways
that provide improper content, while the
TCSD will take legal action under crimi-
nal law.

Anan Kaewruamwong, president of
the Thailand Internet Association, said he
agreed that regulators must look to block
mobile payment transactions instead of
blocking content, as in the case of iShow.
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