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Column: LOSERS: Digital Thailand

Clip: Full Color

LOSERS

Digital Thailand

In one of the worst cases of self-inflicted
foot-shootings since the pre-Lanna days,
the Ministry of Internet Censorship in
Thailand put the nation 4.0 in the ICU.
Outdoing even the mockable NBTC, ICT
Minister Uttama Savanayana and crew
were unable to organise an equipment
auction this year, and will try again in
2018. The equipment is for the national
internet broadband project, key to Digital
Thailand. For the government, the upside
is they have more time to shove the new,
updated Computer Crime Act through
the National Legislative Assembly.
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WINNERS

NBTC

The National Broadcasting and Tele-
communications Commission used to
take away people’s broadcast spectrum
from government and army officers who
had no right to it. Three weeks ago, the
general prime minister gave the NBTC
unrestricted powers to censor and shut
down any radio, TV or internet broad-
caster. When mean newspaper reporters

(<]
=
o
E
=
T
2
&
=
&
e
o
==
o

ABSOLUTE POWER: NBTC secretary-general
Takorn Tantasith, left.

put the photo of Mayor Premsak Piayura
and the teen-aged girl he likes a lot on
the front page of a newspaper, hizonner
turned immediately to the NBTC. Mr
Mayor thinks the NBTC can snatch away
the licences of those newspapers. And
maybe they can, maybe the Section 44
censorship powers bestowed upon the
NBTC includes shutting down any media
that ridicule phuyai merely for being
pompous, violent child lovers. We may,
unfortunately, find out.
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