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Asean to coordinate

shift of 700 MHZ bands

REGIONAL REGULATORS WRAP UP 3-DAY DIALOGUE IN PHUKET

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

THE ASEAN COUNTRIES have
agreed to coordinate more on the man-
agement of their 700-megahertz
bands, allocating the spectrum for
telecommunications by 2020.

Halim Shafie, chairman of the
Malaysian Communications and
Multimedia Commission, announced
the outcome of the Asean
Telecommunications  Regulators’
Council (ATRC) dialogue in Phuket
yesterday at the end of the three-day
meeting,.

Singapore will be the first country
to be ready to use the band for telecom
servicein 2018, while Thailand maybe
the last, making the shift in 2020.

Currentlythe 700MHzin Thailand
is being used by analog and digital TV
channels. The country plans to auction
the band for three licences in 2020.

Takorn Tantasith, secretary-gener-
al of the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission,

said many countries also proposed to
have asingle dataroaming rate among
the Asean countries. However, that
issue needs time to discuss and imple-
ment.

He said there should be some reg-
ulationsthatall 10 Asean states devel-
op and launch together.

Halim said there were bilateral
agreements on international roaming
rates, including one between Malaysia
and Singapore, but Asean may need
time to discuss aregion-wide rate with
local mobile-telecom operators.

He said all of the proposals made at
the Phuket meeting would be submit-
ted to the next ATRC meeting at the
end of this month in Myanmar.

During the meeting, members
shared their plans for spectrum release
and related activities.

There is more demand for mobile
broadband services and applications,
including video and the Internet of
Things. The regulatory tools and
enablers, such as voluntary active
infrastructure sharing and spectrum
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road maps, can assist individual
administrations in better utilising
their spectrum resources, provide a
foundation for Asean-wide synergies
where practical, and improved cer-
tainty for the industry.

The meeting was also concerned
with cybersecurity, especially mobile-
phone SIM-card registration, since it
is first line of security but difficult to
police without systematic and inter-
operable databases.

All agree that cybersecurity laws are
essential to provide regulators with
necessary powers and should be linked
with banks and mobile-phone com-
panies to scrutinise mobile banking
registrations.

Among Asean countries, Thailand
and Laos have already exchanged
information to identify fraudulent reg-
istrations. However, the biggest con-
cerns for each country are the cost of
biometrics, including fingerprint
readers, and online payment security
and howtolicense mobile money serv-
ices.
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Thaicom seeks talks on fee
rejig for satellite industry

SRISAMORN PHOOSUPHANUSORN

Thaicom Plc, the country’s sole satellite ser-
vice provider, says it’s willing to open dia-
logue with the authorities on ways to settle
an ongoing dispute about the proposed new
fee structure for the satellite industry.

“We're ready to enter a win-win nego-
tiation with the authorities, but a solution
must be acceptable to both Thaicom and
the country,” said Philip Tan, president and
group chief executive of InTouch Holdings,
the parent firm of SET-listed Thaicom.

The government plans to force Thaicom to
payan annual concession fee of 20.5% for its
latest two satellites, Thaicom 7 and Thaicom
8,asharp hike from its 5.75% licence fee.

The move to revamp the operating
fee structure of the satellite industry is
intended to make this aspect of the space
economy generate greater benefits for
the country.

The Information and Communication
Technology Ministry will make a final deci-
sion on the new fee structure this year.

Thaicom would still fall under the terms of
the concession signed with the ICT Ministry
until that contract expires in 2021.

Thaicom currently pays a licence fee of
5.75% oftotal revenue to the National Broad-
casting and Telecommunications Commis-
sion (NBTC) for the Thaicom 7 and Thaicom
8 satellites, compared with the 20.5% rate
that will be seen under the 15-year conces-
sion system.

Thaicom 7 was launched into orbit in 2012
and has operated since 2014. Thaicom 8 was
launched in late May.

In addition, the government also seeks
to impose a new processing fee on Thaicom
to reserve an orbital slot before launching
asatellite.
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The reservation will have to be filed with
the International Telecommunication Union.

Mr Tan insisted that Thaicom has com-
plied with the Thai laws and regulations
governing the satellite industry.

“Weaccept the reality of the situation. This
issue is a social discussion,” he said.

Mr Tan said Thaicom is open to discussion
with the authorities to find a wayto compen-
sate for the nation’s interest, and moving its
business forward.

But he said it would be unacceptable for
Thaicom if the government forces its Thai-
com 7 and Thaicom 8 satellites to fall under
the concession regime again.

The satellite business is governed by the
NBTC under the licensing regime in accord-
ance with the Telecom Business Act. Mr Tan
said Thaicom’s latest two satellites should fall
under the licensing system.

Mr Tan acknowledged that Thaicom
faced two major challenges that will have
to be addressed: the alleged use of foreign
nominees among the company’s sharehold-
ers and links to ousted prime minister Thal-
sin Shinawatra.

“We now operate as a politically neutral
business,” he said.

Mr Tan said Thaicom is facing a loss in
revenue this year from TOT Plcand CTHPlc.
The state telecom enterprise announced it
will terminate the contract to lease band-
width from Thaicom’s broadband satellite
in a bid to cut operating costs.

Meanwhile, loss-ridden pay-TV operator
CTH has scrapped a contract to use band-
width from Thaicom’s broadcast satellite
after the company recently announced it
will shut down on Sept 1.

Thaicom is seeking new customers to
offset the loss of income from TOT and CTH,
Mr Tan said.
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