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Headline: NBTC demands no-go zones for 'Pokemon Go’

NBTC demands no-go
zones for ‘Pokemon Go’

Mobile providers to
set up billing alerts

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA
AEKARACH SATTABURUTH
AMORNRAT MAHITTHIROOK

The national telecom regulator will send
an urgent letter to Pokemon Go developer
Niantic Inc, asking the US-based firm to
set four “no-go zones” for players in Thai-
land in order to ban them from entering
restricted and dangerous areas.

The four restricted areas encompass
state properties, temples, private zones
and dangerous areas including roads,
waterways and railways.

The National Broadcasting and Tel-
ecommunications Commission (NBTC)
also ordered all mobile operators to pro-
vide Pokemon Go Players’ Guides.

The regulator also wants operators to
set up parental controls on the use of the
augmented reality mobile game, by setting
up automated alert systems as a warning
for the parents of players to remain alert
while their kids are playing in order to
prevent shock bills.

The move came after many complaints
were made about a number of gamers who
entered several sensitive areas playing the
game following its launch in Thailand
on Saturday.

The resolution came yesterday after a
discussion among representatives of the
NBTC, Ministry of Social Development

:
r
4
3

and Human Security, and five mobile
operators, said NBTC secretary-general
Takorn Tantasith.

Mr Takorn said True Corporation,
which won the rights in 2014 to exclusively
sell Pokemon items and develop a local-
ised version of Pokemon video games with
characters and themes unique to Thai-
land, will help the NBTC to gather infor-
mation to be sent to Niantic.

True also holds exclusive rights for
the marketing and all information released
in the country through its collaboration
with Niantic.

He added that the NBTC also ordered
mobile operators to provide information
and an easy to understand handbook for
all game players by Friday.

The NBTC urged mobile operators to
help improve their alert system for parents

News ID: C-160810001026 (10 Aug 16/05:04)
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Students at
Bodindecha (Sing
Singhaseni) School
walk past a sign
with a message
banning ‘Pokemon
Go' in the school.
The ban is for the
safety of students
as well as to
prevent them from
being distracted
from

studying. WICHAN
CHAROENKIATPA-
KUL

in the event their child buys items exces-
sively while playing or processes uninten-
tional purchases.

Mr Takorn said some operators have
also set an alert system whereby a notifica-
tion message will be immediately sent to
parents as they approach their creditlimits.

Today, Advanced Info Service (AIS)
and Total Access Communication (DTAC)
allowed their customers to buy items from
online games through both credit card
purchases and monthly bill payments.

The two companies already have a
credit limit system to prevent excess pur-
chases, with the credit limit set at 1,000
baht per one-time purchase and 8,000 baht
per month for DTAC and 10,000 baht per
month for AIS.

However, TrueMove has yet to allow
its customers to buy items through online
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games via monthly bill payments. Pur-
chases can only be made by debit and
credit cards.

Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha said
that despite his concerns over safety, it was
an individual’s right to play the game.
However, the Information and Commu-
nication Technology Ministry was also
assigned to discuss with telecom operators
whether it was possible to exclude govern-
ment locations from the gaming app.

“What makes me worry is the safety of
the players. They could face possible dan-
gers such as robbery or rape if they play
Pokemon Go in deserted or inappropriate
areas,” Gen Prayut added.

Game playing must not be allowed in
government areas and players’ safety must
be prioritised, he added.

Several state areas have announced
plans to ban Pokemon Go in their areas,
including Government House, the
Defence Ministry, schools, forest reserves
and national parks, and temples.

Meanwhile, the Department of Land
Transport (DLT) also ordered drivers of
public transport vehicles to not play Poke-
mon Go during work.

DLT deputy chief Nanthapong Cherd-
choo yesterday warned public transport
drivers that they could face charges if
they use their mobile phones while driv-
ing. They could also be fined 1,000 baht if
passengers file a complaint against them
with the department.

Thai Pulse: Page 8
Frenzy lifts game sector: Page B1
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‘Pokemon Go’
frenzy lifts
game sector

SUCHIT LEESA-NGUANSUK

Thailand’s mobile gaming marlket can
expect to reap the benefits of Pokemon Go
mania, opening a new chapterin the indus-
try’s future growth.

Mobile operators, meanwhile, can also
expect to enjoy a tremendous increase in
internet use from Pokemon Go.

Smartphone vendors should enjoy
immense opportunities from the popular
game that requires users to own a phone
with an advanced operating system
with fast speeds, say IT experts.

Uber, the US-based ride-sharing mobile
app, is also riding the phenomenon of
Pokemon Go by offering a personal driver
for players.

The game was adapted to the mobile
internet age by US-based Niantic Labs, a
company spun out of Google last year.

Tarit Sidhu, research manager for Asia-
PacificatIDC, said Pekemon Gois expected
to attract many first-time mobile game
players in Thailand in a marlket with 15
million gamers.

“It might be time now for smartphone
owners with 18-24 months of use to replace
their phones in the wake of Pokemon Go,”
he said.

Minimum requirements for a smart-
phone to run Pokemon Go include a 1.3-
GHz quad core with 2 gigabytes of RAM,
preferred screen resolution of 720%1280,
Android system with version 4.4 and up,
built-in GPS or a location-based gyro-
SCOPE SENSCL.

All these requirements will be provided
for smartphones priced over 4,000 baht.

In the US and some other countries,

A smartphone user plays ‘Pokemon Go’ during yesterday’s meeting between the NBTC and
five telecom operators to discuss the game’s future. KITJA APICHONROJAREK

Polemon Go hascaused a 50% rise in power
bank sales, Mr Jarit said, noting that the
game causes high battery use because the
GPS and app must be open at all times.

The Pokemon Go craze finally hit Thai-
land on Saturday with enthusiastic play-
ers braving freeway traffic to catch the cute
critters on their smartphones. Thailand is
among 15 Asla-Pacific countries that can
playthe smash-hit augmented reality game.

App Annie, the San Francisco-based app
analytics firm, reports that Pokemon Go
now ranks as Thailand'’s top downloaded
free app on both Android’s Play Store and
Apple’s 108, The exact number of down-
loads has not been disclosed.

In Thailand, True, through its subsidiary
True Content and Media, won the rights in
2014 to exclusively sell Pokemon items and
develop a localised version of Pokemon
video games with characters and themes
unique to Thailand.

True also holds the sole rights to do mar-
keting and information releases in country
in collaboration with Niantic.

Since its global launch, Pokemon Go
has sparked a worldwide frenzy among
users who have taken to the streets with
their smartphones.

The viral game uses satellite locations,

News ID: C-160810001064 (10 Aug 16/06:05)
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graphics and camera capabilities to overlay
cartoon monsters onto real-world settings,
challenging players to capture and train the
creatures for battles.

Some autocratic countries such as Iran
have even banned the game.

Pramoth Sudjitporn, chief executive of
SET-listed Asiasoft Corporation, the online
entertainment leader in Southeast Asia,
sald he thought Pokemon Go would be a
big hit among hundreds of thousands of
first-time mobile game players.

Thais install 3-5 mobile games on their
smartphones per person.

Mr Pramoth said the normal life cycle
of most blockbuster mobile games is 6-12
months, compared with just 3-6 months
for general mobile games.

Pratthana Leelapanang, executive vice-
president for marketing at Advanced Info
Service, said Pokernon Gowould have mini-
mal impact in driving operators’ mobile
data traffic. Video streaming accounts for
60% of operators’ data bandwidth capacity.

Nakrop Niamnamtham, managing
director of nForce Secure, a distributor of
IT security solutions, said Pokemon Go has
nothing to do with mobile security con-
cerns. “It'sall about personal physical safety
risks,” he said.
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EDITORIAL

Scary monsters and very real dangers

POKEMON GO HAS ARRIVED IN THAILAND — AND WITH IT THE NEED FOR EVERYONE TO BE A LITTLE MORE CAREFUL

ernment has sanctioned the

import of the Pokemon Go
mobile-phone application. It has for
more than a month been generating
joy, giddiness and thrills for users
around the world, along with fearand
consternation for the guardians of
public safety.

Theonlinepastime, whichinvolves
roaming around cities hunting for
augmented-reality targets on hand-
held screens, can be seen as either a
perfect fit for fad-mad Thailand — or
the very last thing we need. Players
here will almost certainly achieve
another collective high ranking for

ﬁ fter initial hesitation, the gov-

embracing the game, having gone
crazy for Facebook, Twitter, Line and
Instagram, but social media are one
matter and the social disorder that
Pokemon Go threatens is entirely
another. It has all the ingredients to
create social and legal nightmares.

The game has become a global
sensation since first appearing in the
United States a month ago. It was
downloaded more than 100 million
times before reaching Thailand.
Augmented Reality (AR) and the
Global Positioning System (GPS) lend
ahi-techedge tothe trackingdown of
virtual monsters that appear in actu-
al environments.

Safetyconcernsarisefromthefact
that playerscanbecomesoimmersed
intheirphonescreensthat they bump
into very real objects at best and, at
worst,inadvertentlywalkintothepath
of oncoming vehicles or even play
while they're driving. Among the
famously self-disciplined Japanese, 36
road accidents were blamed on
Pokemon Go within three days — all
involving cyclists being too attentive
tothegame. Taiwanhasseen350traf-
ficfinesissuedsincethegame’slaunch
there on Saturday, with most of the
offenders astride motorcycles.

Authorities have already warned
that motorists caught playing the

gamewill befined,but of coursewe’ve
already heard crackdownsthreatened
against drivers talking or texting on
phones. This fact alone injects a dose
of reality into fears about the aug-
mented-reality game. Our streets are
already full of motoristsand pedestri-
ans breaking the law every day, and
yet the laws aren’t being enforced.
Some countries have banned
Pokemon Go outright as a hazard to
public safety. Here, the National
Broadcasting and Telecommuni-
cations Commission wants True Corp,
which owns the marketing rights, to
specify gaming zones so that players
won'tbewanderingintohospitals, pri-
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vate property and sites such as the
Grand Palace in Bangkok. True Corp
would have to request such specific
design changes from the game's
Japanese creator.

The commission is also worried
that playersmightbeluredintospend-
ing extravagantly on game enhance-
ments, but of course the only solution
to this is better education.

Taking the optimistic view, the
DepartmentofHealthhaspointedout
thatthegamecanbebeneficialinget-
ting citizens out walkingaroundforan
hour or two each day. As long as the
players are attentive to their actual
surroundings, there’s no denying this.

But there is still plenty of room for
worry.

Thais are quick to embrace every
new gadget that comes along - so
quickthat theydon’talwaysrecognise
the downside of the technology.
Perhaps, with Pokemon Go, the gov-
ernmentisbeing magnanimousinlet-
ting us have our fun, or wily in giving
retailers a chance to pullin customers
with promises of monsters lurking
within. Either way, it too ought to be
better prepared for potential harm.
Having failed to alert people to the
inherent risks in playing, it might end
up shutting the stable door after the
horse has bolted.
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Thailand to set limits on Pokemon Go players

THE NATION

CELLULAR SERVICE providers
have agreed todraw up play zones
for Pokemon Go while Niantic
Ine, the US developer of the wild-
ly popular mobile phone game,
will be asked to make certain
places off limits to character
“hunters” for security, safety and
other reasons.

Government House will be one
ofthe no-entrylocations for “mon-
ster” hunters, as are other public
offices, temples, hospitals and pri-
vate property.

Dangerous areas such as rail-
road tracks, roads and riverbanks
will also be red zones.

Takorn Tantasith, secretary-
general of the National
Broadecasting and Telecommuni-
cations Commission, said telecom
firmsalsobacked asuggestion that
Pokemon Go fans should not be

A Pokemon Go player gets inside a meetingo of the National

allowed to play the augmented
reality game at night toavoid unto-
ward incidents.

True Corp, a local licensee of
Pokemon Go, will send a written
request to Niantic asking for its
cooperation, Takorn said, adding
thatthe game developerwould also
be informed of Thailand’s restrict-
ed areas and other places involv-
ing national security thatare outof
bounds for game players.

Telecom firms will also have to
publish handbooks for parents to
advise their children on safety and
other aspects involved in playing
the game.

Chakkrit Urairat, a senior exec-
utive of True Corp, said telecom
firms cannot restrict areas on
Pokemon Go by themselves but will
provide guidelinesto the publicvia
Facebook, Twitter and Line as well
as various customer service cen-
tres nationwide.

o

\-»

Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission (NBTC) yesterday. With
Thais now keen to catch Pokemon monsters anywhere, the meeting was
called to regulate areas where people playing the game can go.
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Deputy Prime Minister Prawit
Wongsuwan, who is also defence
minister, said the game developer
needs to avoid having players chase
Pokemon in restricted areas.

People need to be careful while
playing the game in public places
toavoid accidentsand violating the
rights of other people, he said.

Maj-General Ritti Indarawud,
head of the Army’s cyber technol-
ogy centre, said the Army will
introduce measures toregulate the
playing ofthe game by military per-
sonnel after monsters were found
inside Army compounds and
restricted areas.

Police said motorists would be
fined Bt400 to Bt1,000 if found
playing the game while driving,
while police will also be subject to
disciplinary action if they are
caughtengaging in the game while
on duty.

In Chachoengsao, the manage-

ment of the popular Kuan-Im
Shrine have declared the grounds
off limits for Pokemon Go players
after teenagers were seen wander-
ingaround the sacred place of wor-
ship with their mobile phones in

hand searching for monsters.

Motoreyele taxi drivers in the
tourist resort of Pattaya have
reported a windfall from being
hired to take customers to seek
Pokemons.
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TECHNOLOGY

SIM cards
to track
foreigners

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

Foreign visitors to Thailand will be
required to use special SIM cards
in their mobile phones during
their stay so they can be tracked by
the authorities.

National Broadcasting and Tel-
ecommunications Commission
(NBTC)’s secretary-general Takorn
Tantasith said the agency approved
the requirement in principle yester-
day to boost national security.

He said the NBTC would discuss
the measure with mobile phone oper-
ators, the Customs Department and
other state agencies.

Mobile operators can preset some
technical features in SIM cards to
ensure they can always locate users,
who will be unable to turn off this
function, he said.

Foreigner travellers who use the
special SIM card will not be able to
close down the function that pro-
vides their location to mobile opera-
tor networks.

The SIM card will help the state
know the exact location of mobile
phones when needed as they pursue
criminal or terrorist cases.

“We want to launch this SIM card
for foreign visitors by early next year,”
said Mr Takorn.

Mr Takorn insisted the NBTC's
move is not a restriction of the rights
of foreign visitors as they will not
be traced by authorities unless they
become a criminal suspect.

Mr Takorn claimed this kind of SIM
card has been in use in Malaysia for
the same reason.

But concerns have been raised
about the effectiveness of the measure.

“They may not work in all phones.
I know I had a US phone that doesn’t
work here. It might also be no good for
phones whose owners no longer use
them,” a user called Packman wrote
on the Bangkok Post website.

“There are going to be ways around
this rule,” the user said.
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