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NBTC threatens
‘Pokemon Go’ ban

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The telecom regulator has warned that
it may ban Pokemon Go in Thailand if
developer Niantic Inc does not cooperate
with a request to remove sensitive areas
from the game’s scope.

The National Broadcasting and Tel-
ecommunications Commission (NBTC)
will officially send an online letter today
to US-based Niantic asking it to set four
no-go zones for players in Thailand.

The restricted areas would be state
properties, temples, private zones and
dangerous areassuch as roads, waterways
and railways.

“We will give Niantic until next
Wednesday,” said NBTC secretary-gen-
eral Takorn Tantasith. “If the company
fails to comply with our request, we might
consider harsh restrictions by banning
Pokemon Go in Thailand?”

The NBTC would ask the Information
and Communication Technology Minis-
try or the Office of the Prime Minister to
take action, he said.

Mr Takorn acknowledged that he is
unsure if the NBTC would have the legal
authority to ban Pokemon Go.

But he said the regulator hopes
Niantic will collaborate with Thailand’s
authorities so that they can have a
good relationship.

Niantic has already complied with
some countries’ requests to block
Pokemon characters from appearing in
restricted areas, Mr Takorn said, but he
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Mr Takom says the NBTC might consider
‘harsh restrictions’ on the popular game.

declined to specify which countries.

Some autocratic governments such as
Iran have banned the game altogether.

The NBTC and five mobile opera-
tors recently held discussions to seel
proper measures to prevent possible
damage from playing the game.

The regulator has also ordered all
mobile operators to provide a Pokemon
Go player’s guide by tomorrow.

The NBTC also wants operators to set
up parental controls on the use of the aug-
mented reality mobile game by using an
automated alert system for parents while
their children are playing.

The alert system would send a noti-
fication message to parents as chil-
dren approach their credit limits. This
could prevent shock bills and warn
parents if their child buys Pokemon
items excessively or processes uninten-
tional purchases.
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The Nation

Section: First Section/First Page
Date: Thursday 11 August 2016

Volume: 41 No: 54856

Page: 1A(Bottom Right)

The Nation Col.Inch: 13.44  Ad Value: 27,552 PRValue (x3): 82,656 Clip: Full Color
Circulation: 68,200
Ad Rate: 2,050 Headline: Govt approaches Pokemon Go developer
THE NATION The areas are: railroad and waterway
zones, religious and historical sites, govern-
THAILAND is trying to remove Pokestops ment offices, and private property.
fromits religious and historical sites, govern- “We expect to get a response next week,”
ment offices and other sensitive spots. said Takorn Tantasith, secretary-general of
Pokestops are part of the now hugely the NBTC.
popular smartphone game, Pokemon Go. Some other countries have also made
Its players usually gather around such a request, he said.
Pokestops in search of virtual monsters. The regulator also issued a memao bar-
The National Broadcasting and ring its staff from playing Pokemon Go at
Telecommunications Commission (NBTC) the office.
yesterday asked Niantic Inc, the US-based “Visitors are not allowed to play the
developer of the game, by email for cooper-  game in our compound,” he added.
ation in clearing Pokestops from four types
of areas. m CRAZE SWEEPS THAILAND 3A
News ID: C-160811003004 (11 Aug 16/06:12) Page: 1/1
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TECHNOLOGY
»

A foreign tourist looks at his cellphone while walking along Silom Road in Bangkok yesterday. The NBTC on Tuesday agreed in principle
to demand that all mobile operators sell special SIM cards to foreign travellers. TANAPHON ONGARTTRAGOON

Tourists baulk at SIM tracking

PRANGTHON JITCHAROENKUL

The National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission’s (NBTC) plan
to boost national security by asking foreign
tourists to use special SIM cards on their
phones during their stay in Thailand has
drawn mostly negative reactions.

“I'will never buy anylocal SIM card that
allows the authorities to track my move-
ments. This is an invasion of privacy,” said
Tim Ronning, 45, from Denmark.

He said roaming services would be
another option for him if the plan comes
into effect early next year.

The NBTC on Tuesday agreed in princi-
ple to demand that all mobile operators sell
special SIM cards to foreign travellers who
want mobile services through the purchase
of a local SIM.

The regulator initially planned to embed
location-based service software into the
SIM cards to enable mobile operators to
track the call history of the user in the event
he or she became a criminal suspect.

NBTC secretary-general Takorn

Tantasith said earlier the regulator will
discuss the matter with mobile operators,
the Customs Department and other state
agencies governing national security.

All mobile operators are expected to
start launching the special SIM cards by
early 2017.

Mr Takorn said the NBTC has no inten-
tion to breach the fundamental rights of
foreign visitors. “We only want to ensure
the nation’s security.”

“Whatever the reason is, it is discom-
fiting,” Alex Petrov, from Russia told the
Bangkok Post, shaking his head.

A Muslim visitor, Sofiane, who trav-
elled from Paris to Bangkok, said the new
measure would be acceptable as long as
the safety of foreign tourists is ensured and
immediate state assistance can be provided
during emergencies.

“The measure could be useful in terms of
national security. I do not mind [installing
the SIM card required by the state] if the
government can reach me in any emer-
gency case more quickly,” he said.

Mr Sofiane said, however, he had not
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heard about this idea before even in Malay-
sia where the NBTC earlier said the SIM
cards have been a requirement for foreign
visitors for the same reason.

“Ivisited Malaysia recently and nobody
asked me to put in any SIM card,” Mr Sofi-
ane said. Even China does not have this
rule, he added.

A visitor aged 33 from Holland who
asked not to be named said the new
requirement is understandable, but he was
worried it could discourage foreign tourists
from visiting the country.

“From migrant crises to other secu-
rity problems around the the world, I am
really not surprised about the Thai gov-
ernment coming up with thisidea, but'm
concerned it would make foreigners feel
uncomfortable and avoid travelling to Thai-
land,” he said.

Yuthasak Supasorn, governor of the
Tourism Authority of Thailand, said for-
eign tourists normally use international
roaming services for their mobile phones
when they travel to Thailand and can be
tracked eventually.
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Phone numbers to beef up

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The national telecom regulator plans to
insert a “1” in the middle of the existing
two-digit prefix of fixed-line numbers in
order to increase the number of fixed-line
and mobile numbers by 550 million.

Numbers starting with 02 will become
012, Calls made to fixed-line numbers
in provinces will have to add a 1 as the
second number ofthe existing three-digit
prefix, so that 053-123 456 will hecome
015-312 3456.

“The planned three-digit prefix of
fixed-line numbers is scheduled to take
effectin2021;" sald Prawit Leesathapormn-
wongsa, a comumissioner of the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC).

Up to 500 million numbers would be
reserved for the mobile market and 50
million numbers for fixed-line service.

The NBTC’s telecom committee
approved in principle the new three-digit
prefix for fixed-line numbers on Tuesday,
said Mr Prawit.

He said the NBTC will set up a special
working panel to draw up a final draft
for the new fixed-line numbers, before

submitting it to the telecom committee
again. A public hearing will be held after
the committee hearing.

The final draft is expected to finished
by early 2017.

Mr Prawit said TOT Plc, as the conces-
sion owner of fixed-line telephone ser-
vice, will inevitably be affected by the new
numbering system. The state telecom
enterprise would require investment of
6.5 billion baht to upgrade its transmis-
sion system in order to servicethe NBTC's
plan, he said.

The new numbering platform aims to
serve the explosion of wireless and fixed-
base broadband markets, where demand
hasbeen driven largely by the emergence
of Internet of Things applications, said
Mr Prawit.

As of April, the NBTC had allocated
179 million numbers to mobile opera-
tors. The regulator has another 83 million
numbers available, which should be suf-
ficient until 2020,

Demand for new telephone numbersis
projected to increase significantly, driven
mainly by the country’s digital economy
development and the national e-payment
scheme, he said.
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NBTC ALLOCATES
PHONE NUMBERS

The National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications
Commission’s telecom committee
this week allocated 4.8 million
additional mobile-phone numbers
to RealMove, a subsidiary of True
Corp, and 1.7 million to Advanced
Wireless Netwark (AWN), a sub-
sidiary of Advanced Info Service,
according to NBTC secretary-gen-
eral Takorn Tantasith.

An NBTC source said RealMove,
AWN and DTAC TriNet (DTN) of
Total Access Communication had
all requested additional mobile-
phone numbers from the licensing
body.

AWN asked for 7 million, while
RealMove asked for 4.8 million and
DTN 5 million.

However, the telecom commit-
tee declined to grant the DTN
request, asit still has lot of unused
mobile-phone numbers.

Under the NBTC's number-allo-
cationrules, it will consider the
phone-number sales and remain-
ing phone numbers of operators
before granting their requests for
more numbers.

[t will not allocate additional
numbers if 70 per cent of their
existing numbers are still unused.
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