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THE BIG [5oUE: WE KNOW WHERE YOU ARE

»» In all, the military regime in just one
week came up with four new ways they
intend to track people in the coming days
and months.

Theyrange from mildly outrageous by
today’s standards to completely bizarre.
And for good measure, the always inter-
esting National Broadcasting and Tel-
ecommunications Commission threw
sour grapes at defenceless children.

According to the plans — and they are
changeable as we shall see — a new and
formal security division is to be formed
with the task of tracking people via their
mobile phones. Prime Minister Prayut
Chan-o-cha’s cabinet is on the verge of
completely reversing the nation’s laws
against wiretaps. Police will probably
soon have permission not only to track
your location by mobile phone technol-
ogy but also to listen to what you say.

Adding to the surveillance state, there
will be eight new laws on cybersecurity
long before New Year’s Eve. One of
them will add and tighten details of the
last military regime’s Computer Crimes
Act, which apparently hasn’t put nearly
enough enemies of the state into prison
for 15 years per offence. There is nolonger
even a pretence that the law is to protect
consumers and information wonks.

Ifyouthink you are goingto escape Big
Brother by shopping overseas, here is a
word of advice for you. Ha! The taxman
is already in cahoots with all finance
houses to monitor what you do and buy
while travelling abroad. Initially, they are
investigating 10 people whose purchases
seemed out of line with their declared
income. The Revenue Department didn't
merely announce it is monitoring your
credit cards and travel — it bragged
about it.

The NBTC was at the centre of the
storm, grabbing front-page headlines
for days with its twin expeditions on for-
eign tourists and that horrible imported
Pokemon Go.

Of course, attacks by old people on
fads is pretty old news in Thailand. But
the tsunami wave of special SIM cards
that would allow 24/7 tracking of foreign-
ers caught everyone with an unanswered
question on their lips and that question
was, “Huh?”

In a huge, shock surprise, never-pre-
dictable NBTC chief Takorn Tantasith
provided a series of fantastical answers

4 i
HUNTERS HUNTED: A Malaysian tourist plays ‘Pokem

on Go’ at the Erawan Shrine in to the question. He said the tracking STMs
Bangkok. The NBTC wants to introduce no-go zones for the popular game. are needed because some foreigners are
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criminals and need to be tracked. His
explanation of how the SIMs would work
was interesting if technically suspect.

Whereas on Tuesday every tourist
would have to use trackable SIM cards
as a mandatory measure, by Thursday,
apparently worn down by hostile scep-
ticism, the NBTC chief was pointing out
that he had always said the SIMs were
only in the planning stage, and fur-
ther, Oceania had always been at war
with Eastasia.

Mr Takorn was reduced to saying “we
have no right to viclate tourists’ privacy”
The nation's official censor of everything
TV, radio, internet and mobile phone
has a plan, though, and a Department
of Mobile Phone Tracking is clearly part
of it. All SIM cards are actually trackable,
and almost always have been. The talk
about specially altered SIMs for aliens is
mostly distraction as surveillance pro-
jects are inserted into security agencies.

The NBTC chief's campaign on cuddly
Pokemon Go's completely innocent Pik-
achus and Charmanders was similar. As
the broadcast regulator, he was writing
an official electronic letter (translation:
signed PDF) to those arrogant game
developers at Niantic in California. And if
they don't agree by this coming Wednes-
day to take Wartortle and Butterfree out
of areas he designated, well, by gosh,
you can kiss your Pokemon Go good-
bye because he will go full Iran and ban
the game.

Thoseno-go areas are state properties,
temples, private zones and dangerous
areas such as roads, waterways and rail-
ways. Which sounds fairly reasonable
except for the thundering “or else” part.

The NBTC has gained a lot of power
since the military coup, but it can’t ban
mobile phone games. Yet. But this is the
agency that shut down Peace TV for no
stated reason except “it is within our
responsibility” and it knows how to get
MOre pOWer,

Pokemon Go has strong, truly adult
supporters for its family-friendly ability
to get everyone outdoors for a while.
And like every fad since that disgust-
ing, hip-shaking hula-hoop craze that
was going to destroy every moral fibre
of our current grandmothers, Pokemon
Go will (a) not destroy anything and (b)
fade away.

That’s the difference with the other
four “security issues” of course. Unlike
old soldiers, they will never fade away.
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enforcement officer, after the referendum
THEY SAID |Tjes
113
“THIS IS SABOTAGE, NOT THIS 15 A GRAND DAY
TERRORISM.” FOR THE RESURRECTION
Pol Maj Gen Pivapan Pingmuang, deputy UF ENSHRINED M".ITARY
Royal Thai Police spokesman, on the spate PUWER "
of bombings in the South on Thursday and .
Friday. Paul Chambers, director of research, Insfitute
ol Southeast Asian Affairs al Chiang Mai.
[11
| DEDICATE THE MEDAL TO
ORKING” “WE WILL GIVE NIANTIC
Sopita Tanasan, UNT". NEXT WEDNES DAY."
alter winning the first Takom Tantasith, secretary-general, National
Thai gold medal in the Broadcasting and Telecommunications
women’s 48kg weightlifting Commission, issues an empty threat o
event on the first day of ban ‘Pokemen Go' if the US firm refuses o
competition at Rio 2016. remove the game from four sensitive areas.
“| NEVER GAVE UP.” “PARENTS SHOULD JOIN
Sukanya Srisurat, who had been banned 1
wovenslorsiaiduse shonshoweeto.  THEIR CHILDREN IN
on winning the second Olympic gold medal PUKEMUN HUNT'NG "
awarded lor weightlitiing. _ ) o
Panrapee Suttiwan, child psychologist, urges
families 1o take advantage of a non-violent
“THIS IS AN INVASION UF game lo bond while outdoors.
PRIVACY.” i
Tim Ronning, 45, tourist from Denmark, says THE PARTY WII.I. BE UPEN
he will never buy a Thai SIM card designed FUR RETlRED Ml”TARY
1o track his movements. -
OFFICERS.
WEMESNTISFIED” e i
Supachai Somcharoen, Election Commis- Party and draft Gen Prayut as unelected
sion chairman, after the completion of last prime minister after next year's elections.
Sunday’s referendum.
% “IWON'T GIVE AN ANSWER.
THE ELECTIONTWILLBE]  1yis yag NoTHING T0 DO
"
WITHIN 2017 WITHUE”
Gen Prayut Chan-o-cha, prime minister, chief ' .
of the ruling military council and sole law Gen Prayut, on the same ssue.
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THE WEEK AHEAD

MONDAY

The Bank of Thailand is to release sec-
ond-quarter GDP figures. Much anguish-
ing will follow.

It's the last day for low-income folks to
join and get perks in the

e-payment system.

Otop Exhibition 2016 continues all week
and closes on Saturday at Challenger
Halls 1-3, Impact Muang Thong,

It's the annual Day of Surrender of Japan,
ending World War I1. It's about the only
thing North and South Korea agree on,
that it’s a day of national celebration.

TUESDAY

Hitman Episode 4 for PC, PlayStation 4
and Xbox One will be released in Thai-
land today. If you can’t wait, more info
and pix at goo.gl/D2pHG?7.

If you forgot to take selfies without a

shadow on April 26, you can try again
today. The sun will be directly overhead
Bangkok, for example, at 12.22pm.

The National Economic and Social Devel-
opment Board will release its figures on
second-quarter growth today. It will be
interesting to compare them with yester-
day’s number.

Manchester City travel to Romania to play
Steaua Bucuresti as Champions League

e
-
=
o
%
=

www.ignewsclip.com

play begins a new season at 1.45am
tomarrow. The Porto-Roma match is
tomorrow’s top game, same time.

WEDNESDAY

If NBTC chief Takorn Tantasith doesn't
hear back from that darned Niantic
before his first sundown cocktail, you
can kiss that Pokemon Go goodbye.

One week, he pledged last Wednesday,
those uppity Americans have to get their
blasted Polkemon out of his roadways,
state buildings and security areas.

The women take over the tough, windy
Rio 16 golf course today, with world No 2
Ariya “May” Jutanugarn a co-favourite to
win gold. Pornanong “Waew” Phatlum is
always in the running, Amanda Carr will
be in the BMX event starting today.

The four-day Olympics taekwondo tour-
nament begins this evening, with Thais
Tawin Hanprab, Phannapa Harnsujin and

Panipak Wongpattanakit. Contestants
will be wearing pants with the national
flag instead of the traditional white.

THURSDAY

The Dhammakaya sect’s chief financial
officer, Phra Maha Boonchai Charuthatto,
promised he would be available today for
a DSl interview. Will he try to delay? Do
ursine mammals perform biological acts
inthe woods?

Prince Akishino, the younger son of Japa-
nese Emperor Akihito, is to make another
four-day visit to Thailand beginning
today. He will receive an

honorary degree in biology at Mahasara-
kham University.

The Ang Thong International Drum
Festival with a parade and stage shows
runs from today until Sunday, centred on
Ekaratch village, Pa Mok district.

Home Builder Expo opens this morning

News ID: C-160814001018 (14 Aug 16/06:32)
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and closes on Sunday night at Queen
Sirikit National Convention Center.

FRIDAY

These inevitably morph into more cos-
play than anime, and arguably that's even
more fun, but the Anime Festival Asia
Thailand 2016 begins a three-day run at
Siam Paragon. There's plenty of info at
animefestival.asia/afath16.

Winning bidders for the right to build
low-cost homes on stage land must sign
construction contracts by today with the
Treasury Department or lose their place
in line. Land is available in three prov-
inces, including on Phahon Yothin Road.
Cambodian dissident Sam Rainsy has
been ordered to appear in Phnom Penh
today to defend his claims the Hun Sen
government was behind the killing of
opposition figure Kem Ley — butheis in
self-exile in France.

SATURDAY

Suphan Buri is home to the five-day Ting-
krajad Festival starting today.

The Day6 K-pop concert at Thun-

der Dome, Muang Thong, begins at
Spm. Dad, she'll need 5,800 baht for
agood seat, or 1,800 baht in the nose
bleed section.

The government of the Philippines
reopens the zillionth attempt at peace
tallks with the Communist Party of the
Philippines in Oslo.

A rare Friday night/Saturday morning
match kicks off Premier League action at
2am, when Man United host Southamp-
ton. At 6.30pm, Stoke face Man City, 9pm
matches include Burnley vs Liverpool
and Watford-Chelsea while at 11.30pm
Arsenal are at Leicester.

It's over but the bit about Tokyo and that
happens atthe closing ceremonies of the
Rio Games at 6am tomorrow.
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IT'S ALL GO WITH
POKEMON GO

it's all go with POKEMON GO

THE AUGMENTED-REALITY GAME TAKES THAILAND BY STORM

PATTARAWADEE SAENGMANEE
THE SUNDAY NATION

AFTER BECOMING an instant hit
with gamers in Australia, New
Zealand, the US and Europe last
month, interactive augmented reali-
ty game Pokemon Go finally landed
in Thailand earlier this week and

quickly brought pedestrian traffic to
astandstill as residents ofall ages took
tothestreetstolocate and capture the
virtual creatures.

Of course, there’s nothing new
about the adorable mouse-like mon-
ster Pikachu and his friends. Older
gamers will remember them well
from the role-playing video games

developed for the Game Boy back in
the 1990s. Now, though, the game is
using the mobile phone’s camera and
gyroscope to render a live back-
ground, making players feel that they
are encountering a Pokemon in the
real world.

Developed by Niantic Lab, an
internal startup within Google, this
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new mobile application is designed
for I0S and Android devices and took
over from Niantic’sinitial trans-real-
ity game, called Ingress. Fun and cre-
ative for youngsters and adults, there
are 151 Pokemon to catch based on
their move set, behaviours and where
they live. A gamer is called “trainer”
and can create an avatar by design-
ing its hairstyle, skin colour and out-
fits. More than 100 million gamers
around the world have so far down-
loaded the free application.

This virtual game uses the Google
Maps database to show the locations
of PokeStops. These provide players
with items like the Poke Ball, mon-
ster eggs and potion. In other coun-
triestheyareoften discovered around
sculptures and monuments but in
Thailand you can find them at spirit
houses and shrines, which explains
why some young trainers spend their
days hovering around temples.
Bangkok’s gigantic shopping malls,
parks and office buildings — even The
Nation’s office building on Bangna-

Trat Road - are converted into gyms,
wheretrainers atlevel 5 cansend their
monsters toimprove their skills on the
battleground.

Pokemon fans have already set up
a Pokemon Go Thailand Fanclub on
Facebook to serve as acommunity for
like-minded folk Led by someone
calling himself Admin K, this page is
designed to help update new move-
ments and guide players through the
technical terms.

“I played Pokemon on Game Boy
20 years ago. When I grewup,  won-
dered when itwould become available
on a mobile phone. I heard that
Niantichad teamed upwith Nintendo
and Pokemon Company in the mid-
dle oflast year and have been looking
forward to its arrival ever since. My
friends and I set up this page in
February for fans of the Pokemon
game to learn more. I think we are
already the biggest community of
Pokemon Go gamers with more than
140,000 followers,” Admin K says.

“Ilove the Pokemon Go concept of
combining reality and fantasy. We are
all familiar with the Pokemon char-
acters. You justsay ‘Pikachu’ and peo-
ple know what you're talking about.
The selling point of Pokemon Go is
that groups of monsters are ran-
domised to appear in several places
and there are rare monsters that are
specific to each continent,” he con-
tinues.

thereactionis generally positive.

“But I'd like to caution players
about the need to stay safe. Don’t try
and catch monsters while you're rid-
ing or driving. Parents should take
care of their kids and guide them to
play the game in the right way.”

Nat, a 30-year-old entrepreneur,
was a Pokemon fan back when it was
played on Game Boy and has been
following the news about the
Pokemon Go App since it first leaked
two years ago.

“I had a chance to play Pokemon
Go when 1 spent a holiday in
Scandinavialast month. It'san inter-
active game and great fun. It brings
people together. You can smile at a
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Pokemon Go invades Thailand and while it has p}Bmpted some safety cotérns,

crowd of strangers in a park while
catching a Pokemon and they smile
back. You can use AR technology to
capture a picture with monsters,”
Nat says.

“I worry though about the emo-
tional quotient of Thai gamers. We

should focus on safety first and fore-
most. The number of downloads is
falling because there’s no new con-
tent. But I've heard that Niantic is
developing a battle system and
gamers can trade their monsters with
friends too.”

Kusuma Pholthampalit, a Thai
student in the UK, is another keen
trainer.
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Headline: It's all go with POKEMON GO THE AUGMENTED-REALITY GAME TAKES THAILAND BY STORM

“The app wasn’t available in the
UK at first so my friends linked our
account to a server in Australia and
New Zealand. Now, the game is very
popular here. I'm at level 22 and 1
like this game. Normally, I'm very
lazy about moving around and this
game pushes me to walk. When we
get a monster egg, we have to walk
between two and 10 kilometres to
incubate it, which has to be good
exercise. The game also forces us to
travel around town because
PokeStops are often at well-known
tourist attractions like churches, art
venues, Museums or even conven-
ience stores.” Kusuma says.

“However, we should play it the
right way and be concerned about
safety too. I know in the UK some
people have been hit by a car because
they keep looking at their phones to
try and capture a Pokemon.”

Citing public concerns of potential
dangers from the popular game,
Thailand’s National Broadcasting
and Telecom Commission (NBTC)
recentlyurged US-based Niantic Inc,
to consider removing Pokemons and
so-called PokeStops from certain
places, including footpaths, railroads
and canal banks as well as from tem-
ples, pagodas, schools, hospitals, and
government and military buildings.
The NBTC also urged the developer
to restrict availability of the game at
night to prevent children suffering
accidents in public places.

At a forum at Chulalongkorn
University titled “Where Pokemon
Go Will Take Thai Society” last
Thursday, adult psychiatrist Dr
Puchong Laorujisawat of
Chulalongkorn University’s medical
faculty, pointed out that the key to
preventing people from causing
problems for themselves or others
while playing the game was basic self
control.

“Ifone does nothave disciplineand
self control, no matter which games

are introduced, there will be a prob-
lem,” Puchong; said.
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Associate Professor Panrapee
Suthiwan, a psychologist specialising
inchild and adolescent development,
noted that the game could also bring
parents and their children together.

“We can turn things around by
playing with children and teaching
them how to play without causing
problems. We can use the game as a
link between parents and children.
There are good and bad sides to
Pokemon Go but we just have to pick
the way to use it wisely,” Panrapee
said.

Entrepreneurs have been quick to
jump on the Pokemon Go bandwag-
on. Pong, who works as a marketing
officer in Nakhon Ratchasima, has set
up a TaxiDriverPokemonGo page on
Facebook to offer taxi services start-
ing at Bt100 for a motorbike and
Bt280 for a car per hour.

“I noticed voung gamers always
ride a motoreycle to catch the mon-
sters. Because they are not concen-
trating fully on the road, they might
getintoanaccident. It’sbetterto have
a driver take them,” Pong says.

The people behind the popular
GrabTaxi mobile application have
also recognised the game’s potential
and have introduced a special pro-
motion called Grab Go that offers a
free service for three hours for tour-
ing around town to capture a
Pokemon.

In Phuket, meanwhile, the Phuket
Tour Holiday travel agency offers a
city tour that takes gamers to find a
Pokemon in several popular spots.
The fee ranges from Bt1,900 for a
sedan and Bt3,500 for a van for a six-
hour service.

Next month, Nintendo will be
launching Pokemon Go Plus, a col-
lection of Bluetooth low-energy
wearable devices that allow players to
perform certain actions in the game
withoutlooking at their smartphone.
The device will help users get items
from the PokeStop and vibrate when
a Pokemon is close by.
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