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Pokemon ‘no go’ talks set

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The first round of negotiations between the
telecom regulator and representatives of
Pokemon Go developer Niantic over the
removal of sensitive locations from the
game’s scope will take place next Tuesday
in Bangkok.

After keeping silent for weeks, last
Friday Niantic replied to a request from
the National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission (NBTC) via fax,
agreeing to open negotiations over the
regulator’s request to set “no-go zones”
for players in Thailand.

The US-based Niantic has assigned
representatives from international law
firm Baker & McKenzie (Thailand) to hold
preliminary talks with the regulator.

NBTC secretary-general Takorn Tanta-
sith said the regulator has appointed deputy
secretary-general Korkij Danchaivichit to
lead discussions with Baker & McKenzie.

“We also plan to invite representatives
of True Corporation to participate in the
talks,” said Mr Takorn.
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True Content and Media, a subsidiary
of True Corporation, won the exclusive
rights to market and sell Pokemon items
and develop a localised version of Poke-
mon Go. True also holds the exclusive rights
to all information released in the country
through its collaboration with Niantic.

Mr Takorn said that while True is not
the owner of the augmented reality mobile
game Pokemon Go in Thailand, the com-
pany can offer support and provide useful
information during the discussions.

He added that setting no-go zones
for players in Thailand might take time
as Niantic needs to update its computer
program and content-control software
as well as handle unexpected techni-
cal difficulties.

The NBTC sent an electronic letter to
Niantic on Aug 11, asking it to set four no-go
zones for players in Thailand in order to
keep them out of restricted or dangerous
areas. The four areas encompass state
property, temples, private land and dan-
gerous areas such as roads, waterways
and railways.
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Digital ad spending to hit Bt10 bn in 2017

ONLINE MEDIA EMERGING AS MASS CHANNEL FOR CONSUMER GOODS

WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THE NATION

AD SPENDING on digital media will
reach Bt10 billion nextyear, encroach-
ing on territory held by mainstream
media such as television and newspa-
pers, the Digital Advertising
Association (Thailand) projects.
“The biggest ad spenders, particu-
larly skincare products, are spending
more on digital media than they did a
couple of years ago, reflecting that
online media have become the mass

media for consumer goods,” DAAT
president Supachai Parchariyanon
said yesterday.

Based on research by the associa-
tion and TNS Thailand, skincare
products are among the fastest-grow-
ing industries by sales volume, fol-
lowed by non-alcoholic beverages,
banks, alecoholic drinks, and vitamins
and food supplements.

The research report highlighted
that digital advertising spending by
the skincare segment was expected to
rank No 2 with Bt974 million by the

end of this year, representing 10 per
cent of the total digital-ad industry,
while the biggest spenderisthe motor-
vehicle segment with Bt1.01 billion,
mainly automotive dealers.

Norasit Sitivechvichit, vice presi-
dent of the DAAT, said the telecom
segment, which was No 1 last year,
would fall to No 3 with Bt915 million
as a result of the heavy investment on
acquiring telecom spectrum from the
National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission.

This study collected data from 24
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digital media and advertising agen-
cies, representing more than 80 per
cent of the total industry.

Supachaibelievesthatwith therise
in mobile Internet users, advertising
spendingvia digital media will exceed
Bt10 billion next year, outpacing
newspapers, which are currently
ranked as No 2.

According to Nielsen and the
DAAT, advertising expenditure ontel-
evision in the first six months of this
year ranked No 1with Bt35.59 billion,
followed by newspaper ads with
Bt4.93 million and digital media with
Bt4.73 billion.

Supachai suggested that brands

and marketers should gain deeper
understanding about how to use dig-
ital media effectively, not only for
brand building but also for boosting
sales.

“The crucial thing is that they
should have data-analysis and social
listening skills in order to respond to
digital consumers’ needs promptly
and effectively,” he said.

Among digital media channels,
Facebook ads are expected to domi-
nate the market with Bt2.84 billionor
a 29-per-cent share by the end of this
year, followed by YouTube with Bt1.66
billion and display ads with Bt1.62 bil-
lion.
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TELECOM
WORLD

Bangkok 14-17 November

ITU TELECOM WORLD 2016

Accelerating ICT innovation to improve
lives faster. The global event for SMEs,
corporates and governments.

14-17 November 2016
@ IMPACT Exhibition and Convention Center
Bangkok, Thailand
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