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Column: NEWS FEED: MOVE TO PROVIDE REAL-TIME INFO ON STATUS OF SIM CARDS

MOVE TO PROVIDE REAL-TIME
INFO ON STATUS OF SIM CARDS

The Thai Bankers’ Association
has consulted the National
Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) and mobile phone opera-
tors about the possibility of setting
up a connection between the banks
and the mobile phone operators to
enable the real-time sharing of
information on the SIM card status
of maobile phone subscribers.

The move aims to boost the con-
fidence of users of mobile banking
services amid a spate of news about
mobile-payment fraud.

According to the bank associa-
tion, the connection between the
banks and the mobile phone opera-
tors would enable the banks to keep
updating the real-time information
when a mobile phone subscriber
terminates a SIM card, requests a
new SIM card or the card changes
hands.

Once a bank learns about any of
these changes, it would suspend the
mobile banking facility of the card
owner until the owner’s identify is
verified again.

The NBTC would have to amend
relevant regulations for consumer
protection to facilitate the move.

The NBTC, the bank association,
the Bank of Thailand, and the
Telecommunications Association of
Thailand will meet today to discuss
ways to boost consumer confidence
in mobile banking services.

News ID: C-160912003013 (12 Sep 16/05:56)
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ICT minister to hold meetings on satellite industry reform

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

THE INFORMATION and Communications
Technology (ICT) Minister Uttama
Savanayana will today hold a meeting with
relevant state agencies to discuss ways to
reform the satellite industry, following the
Cabinet’s recent acknowledgement of its
reform proposal.

The reform includes the ministry’s plan to
bring the existing licensed Thaicom 7 and 8
satellites into the concession regime.

Currently both satellites operate under the
single licence of the licensing system of the
National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission (NBTC).

The minister will meet with the State

Enterprise Policy Office and the National
Economic and Social Development Board to
discuss having the Thaicom 7 and 8 satellites
operate under concession contracts and

get them to comply with the law, including
the Public-Private Join Venture Act of 2013.

He has to clearissues with the Thaicom 7
and 8 satellites first and submit the results
for the Cabinet's consideration.

The ministry recently proposed to the
Cabinet that both satellites will have to com-
ply with the ministry’s concession regime as
the satellite concession regime still existed. It
is not until 2021 that the concession regime
expires.

As part of the ministry’s proposal, once the
concession contract ends, the ministry will set
the new satellite regulations and will ask the
satellite operator to enter into an agreement
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based on the new requirements.

The new requirements might include the
issue of national security and the number of
transponders the satellite operator will have
toallocate to the state for use free of charge.

Thailand’s satellite industry has operated
on the concession regime since day one and
before the NBTC got off the ground several
years ago and granted the satellite licences.

The Thaicom 5 and 6 and iPSTAR satellites
operate under the concession regime.

The life span of iPSTAR and Thaicom 5 will
end when the concession ends in 2021, while
Thaicom 6 will outlast the concession by
eight years.

Thaicom pays 20.5 per cent of its revenue
for the annual concession fee to the ICT
Ministry and the rate will rise to 22.5 per cent
during the last five years of the concession.

The Thaicom 7 and 8 satellites cost
Thaicom 5.25 per cent of its annual revenue
to operate.

Thaicom 6 was launched in January 2014,
Thaicom 7in September 2014, and Thaicom 8
in May 2016.

Recently, the ICT Ministry hired the
Thammasat University Research and
Consultancy Institute to study government
demand for satellite transponders and found
that state agency demand is expected to rise
between 3 per cent and 5 per cent per year.

Currently all state agencies including the
military and the medical and education
department use a total of 3.75 transponders
of Cband and 2.5 transponders of Ku band
and use two gigabytes per second of Ku band.
Thaicom has allocated one satellite
transponder for free state use.
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KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA development plan.
“In addition, a clear timeline for com-
TOT Plc has finally completed the second  mercial launch of 3G/4G services and a
draft of its mobile business development clear roadmap for spectrum planning and
plan for submission to the telecom regula-  usage will make the second draft of the
tor, after four telecom equipment makers  business plan gain the NBTC'’s endorse-
committed to providing supplier credits ment,” he said.
to finance its mobile broadband net- “We are confident that the second draft
work project. should be complete enough to give the

The state telecom enterprise lastmonth  regulator a clear idea of our intentions and
submitted the first draft of its business plan ~ development processes,” he added.
on the development of mobile broad- Mr Rungsun said TOT is confident
band service on its existing 2300-mega-  about starting the commercial launch of
hertz spectrum. its mobile services on the 2300-MHz spec-

But the National Broadcasting and Tel-  trum before the October 2017 deadline, as
ecommunications Commission (NBTC) stipulated by the NBTC.
rejected the draft citing a lack of strategic The NBTC's regulation governing the
planning for management and operations.  use of spectrum stipulates that licensees

The regulator has given TOT until this ~ mustlaunch their telecom services within
month to create a new business plan and  two years after receiving the regulator’s
resubmit it for reconsideration. approval to use the spectrum.

If TOT still fails to come up with a clear Mr Rungsun said TOT plans to use
business plan again, the NBTC might con-  the supplier credit financing for the con-
sider recalling some of its bandwidth on  struction of its wireless broadband net-
the 2300MHz spectrum and reallocate it ~ works nationwide.
for other public uses. TOT plans to use 60MHz of bandwidth

Section 27 of the Frequency Allocation  on the 2300MHz spectrum for new mobile
Act of 2010 stipulates that the NBTC has  broadband services.
the right to recall spectrum from owners About 60% of total bandwidth will
who do not use the bandwidth efficiently.  be allocated to provide mobile service

“We're ready to submit the second draft  under a wholesale/resell model, by rent-
of our business plan by Sept 30,” Rungsun  ing its mobile network capacity to pri-
Channarukul, TOT's senior executive vice- ~ vate companies.
president for wireless business, told the Some 20% of total bandwidth will be
Bangkok Post. reserved for providing low-cost broadband

The source of financing from the four tel-  service under its own brand. The remaining
ecom equipment giants including Huawei ~ 20% will be used to serve the government's
Technologies will be a vital factor in estab-  national broadband project serving 39,000
lishing TOT’s effective mobile business villages in remote areas.
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ITU TELECOM WORLD 2016

Accelerating ICT innovation to improve
lives faster. The global event for SMEs,
corporates and governments.

14-17 November 2016
@ IMPACT Exhibition and Convention Center
Bangkak, Thailand

telecomworld.itu.int
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Accelerating ICT innovation to improve
lives faster. The global event for SMEs,
corporates and governments.
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