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NEWS FEED

AIS SECURITY
PROBE CONTINUES

Representatives of the National
Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission's
fact-finding panel yesterday visited
Advanced Info Service's operations
related to customer information.

The moveis part of itsinvestiga-
tioninto the breach of the compa-
ny’s policy on the security of cus-
tomers’ personal data by an
employee, whom AlS identified as
aninformation-technology special-
ist. AlS has fired the employee and
reported the incident to police. [t
says it has also stepped up security
measures to ensure that it will not
happen again.

The NBTC panel will take 30
days to completeits investigation.
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Headline: NBTC places Pokemon no-go zones on back burner

TELECOMMUNICATIONS

NBTC places Pokemon no-go zones on back burner

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The telecom regulator says it does not
see the need to pursue a previous request
for Pokemon Go developer Niantic Inc to set
four no-go zones for players in Thailand,
now that the augmented reality mobile
game’s popularity is in decline.

“We will no longer ask the US-based firm
to set up restricted areas here, as Niantic
has remained silent after our request the
past few weeks,” said Takorn Tantasith,
secretary-general of the National Broad-
casting and Telecommunications Commis-
sion (NBTC).

In addition, the number of daily active
users and time spent are decreasing, he said
without providing precise statistics.

Mr Takorn said the regulator has
received few complaints about concerns
over the game’s security through its call
centre number 1200, compared with the
number of complaints immediately after

www.ignewsclip.com

People play
‘Pokemon Go’ ata
shopping mall in
Bangkok. Telecom
officials say there
is no need to set
up restricted areas
for players at this
time, as the game’s
popularity is
waning. NATTAPOL
LOVAKIJ

the launch.
But he said the NBTC will be pleased if
Niantic follows its request to set up no-go

zones, saying the restrictions would be
a crucial element in governing the aug-
mented reality mobile game industry in
the future.

The Pokemon Go craze hit Thailand in
early August, along with 14 other coun-
tries in Asia-Pacific, amid several reports
of accidents and inappropriate acts, includ-
ing trespassing by players around the world
since the game launched on July 1.

Many players are so obsessed with
catching the monsters that they lose track
of where they are heading, prompting a
number of public places to ban the game.

Last month the NBTC asked Niantic to
set up four no-go zones to prevent players
from entering restricted or dangerous areas.
The four areas include state property, tem-
ples, private land and dangerous areassuch
as roads, waterways and railways. Players

News ID: C-160927001061 (27 Sep 16/04:54)
-{:'?iQNewsCIipi'

would sometimes wander into these areas,
incurring the wrath of property owners and
state agency caretakers.

Nianticreplied to the telecom regulator
via fax on Aug 26 agreeing to open negotia-
tions. Niantic assigned its Thailegal repre-
sentative Baker & McKenzie to discuss the
measures with the NBTC.

A preliminary talk between Niantic’s
representatives and the NBTC was held
on Sept 6, but failed to reach a resolution.

“There have been no subsequent sig-
nals from Niantic that it intends to settle
the issue,” Mr Takorn said.

However, police are arresting motorists
and pedestrians who play Pokemon Go on
10 major roads in Bangkok, allegedly to
reduce accidents caused by the game.

Players can also face fines of up to 1,000
baht for engaging in risky behaviour.
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