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Column: THE ROUND-UP: TV, radio to respect mourning

ROUND-UP

TV, radio to
respectmourning

'I'h National Broadcasting and Telecommunica-
e tions Commission (NBTC) has asked TV and
radio channels to suspend broadcasting entertainment
content for 30 days from Oct 13.

When the Television Pool of Thailand (TV Pool)
broadcasts any ceremony related to the royal funeral, all
TV channels must air the ceremony immediately.

NBTC secretary-general Takorn Tantasith said TV

News ID: C-161015001063 (15 Oct 16/06:24)

and radio stations must strictly follow the regulator’s
broadcasting guidelines.

First, they must not broadcast impolite, amusing,
violent or risky content during the mourning period.
Second, news announcers and TV and radio hosts are
required to dress and behave in a dignified way.

Third, TV and radio channels cannot analyse the
death of His Majesty the King and all content related to
His Majesty must get approval from the Royal Household
Bureau before broadcast. Fourth, they must adjust the
tone of TV programmes as people are in deep sorrow.
Fifth, ifany TV channel wants to broadcast international
programmes with content related to His Majesty, it must
get approval from the bureau. Sixth, all TV channels must
be ready to link to the signal from TV Pool at any time.
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Guidelines issued for all
broadcast and print media

TELEVISION CHANNELS AGREE TO SUSPEND NORMAL PROGRAMMES FOR
30 DAYS WHILE NEWSPAPERS AND MAGAZINES WILL PRINT ONLY GREY

WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THE NATION

TV CHANNELS have returned to normal
programming after televising the proces-
sion ceremony of His Majesty the King’s
body from Siriraj Hospital to the Grand
Palace for the official mourning ceremo-
ny last night.

Government Spokesman Lt-General
Sansern Kaewkamnerd said yesterday
that networks would simulcast from the
Television Pool of Thailand when special
programmes are televised concerning His
Majesty the King’s rituals.

Lt Gen Sansern, also acting chief of the
Public Relations Department, earlier
requested broadcasters to suspend their
normal programmes for 30 days to help
simulcast related programmes from the
government media pool for 24 hours.

The National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC)’s Broadcasting Committee also
issued a guideline for free-to-air TV
broadcasters during this 30-day period.

Under this guideline, TV programmes
and advertising must not contain improp-
erscenes such as entertaining, dancing or
violent acts. TV presenters, hosts and
announcers must dress in white or black
and act properly.

As well, information related to the
King's passing must be approved by
authorised bodies. Criticism or analysis is
not allowed. Pictures and the tone of
broadcasts must be proper. TV pro-
grammes must be stopped and simulcasts
from the media pool must be shown when
required for special programmes.

Inresponse to the government’s guide-

lines, the media and entertainment sec-
tor jointly postponed and cancelled all
entertainment-related activities and
events for one month to pay tribute to the
King’s demise.

Triluj Navamarat, president of the
Media Advertising Association of
Thailand (MAAT) told The Nation that
after studying the announcement from
the government regarding media trading
and advertising during the national
mourning period, advertising via main-
stream mediasuchastelevision, radio and
newspapers would be cancelled for atleast
three days. Entertainment programmes
would be replaced by documentaries
about His Majesty the King and His
Majesty’s royal duties or
informative/news programmes.

Urgent meeting convened

On Thursday night, mediaassociations
and related media owners convened an
urgent meeting regarding the guidelines.

The guidelines were circulated inter-
nally among media owners, plus media
outlets and advertising agencies and their
clients.

Under the original guideline formedia
owners, all TV and radio programmes
would be stopped and simulcast from
Channel 11 for at least seven days until fur-
ther notice.

As well, all newspaper content and ads
must be published in grey, while maga-
zine covers must also be printed in grey.
The colour of inside content is still sub-
ject to government direction.

This guideline also applies to online
and out-of-home media. Digital bill-
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boards will shut off power at night, while
in-store and transit light boxes will be
turned off.

YouTube will shutdown for at least
seven days while other websites must be
grey and other Thai media outlets will
likely follow the government announce-
ment.

Meanwhile, media and advertising
agencies have to stop all commercial
advertising for three days while event
organisers muststop all on-ground activ-
ities and entertainment for 30 days.

Theguidelines also suggest thatitisup
to advertising agencies to change existing
spots or ad placements into condolence
advertisements.

In response to the guidelines, social
media giant Facebook announced that it
had turned off all ads for Thailand dur-
ing the period of mourning. However, ads
would continue as normal in other coun-
tries and Thai advertisers could continue
to run ads outside the country.

BEC-Tero Entertainment will post-
pone four events scheduled to be held in
October and November. For example,
Lipovitan-D Presents Moderndog 22 on
October 15, the King’s Cup FB Battery
River Kwai Half Marathon Thailand
Championship 2016 on Oectober 16,
Thailand Music League 2016 on October
22 and Grand Ex’s Grand Concert Hua
Hin on November 26.

GMM Grammy’s One 31 digital TV sta-
tion announced it would postpone its
press conference on MX Muay Xtreme
yesterday, while sister company
“Scenario” has cancelled “Lod Line
Mangkorn The Musical” for all of this
month.
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