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Column: NEWS FEED: TV BROADCASTING GUIDELINES EASED

Clip: Full Color

TV BROADCASTING
GUIDELINES EASED

All free-to-air television broad-
casters are now allowed to show dra-
mas, variety programmes, sports
matches and commercials but must
strictly abide by the guidelines for TV
stations during the 30-day national
mouming period.

This also covers digital TV sta-
tions, cable/satellite TV operators
and Internet protocol TV providers.

This greater freedom came out of
yesterday’s meeting of the National
Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission’s
broadcasting committee and terres-
trial-based digital TV stations to dis-
cuss relaxing some restrictions
imposed by the committee last week
onall entertainment-related shows
and advertising.

Such content had to be post-
poned or cancelled.

Natee Sukonrat, chairman of the
broadcasting committee, said TV
programmes must not contain
improper scenes such as dancing, or
frivolous and violent acts.

“Dramas, variety shows and docu-
mentaries should feature Thai history
and culture or give an inspiration to
theviewer” he said.

TV commercials must show
respect and offer condolences to the
late King or contain inspirational
messages.

All broadcasters should consult
with the broadcasting panel before
airing such programmes.

They must immediately switch to
simulcasts from the Television Pool
of Thailand when special pro-
grammes are televised concerning
funeral rites for His Majesty the King.
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NETWORK TERMINATIONS

Providers of transmission net-
works for digital television are now
allowed to terminate leases with
broadcasters if they can demon-
strate the necessity for the cancella-
tionand present a well-planned set
of remedies to minimise possible
damage to broadcasters and view-
ers.

Natee Sukonrat, chairman of the
National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission’s
broadcasting committee, said yester-
day that his panel had agreedin prin-
ciple to requests from some digital-
TV transmission-network providers
for away out of leases if they could
reach an agreement with their
clients.

However, such changes will affect
local viewers one way or another, so
towin the approval of the panel, net-
work providers must notify their
clients at least 30 days in advance of
their intention to end the lease early
and help the clients to transferto a
new transmission provider.
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Voice TV disputes invoice,
NBTC outlines mourning

NANAT SUCHIVA

MCOT Plc, the state-run digital TV opera-
tor and network provider, wants to cancel
its network rental contract with Voice TV
after the latter has failed to pay rent for
19 months.

Voice TV insists it is willing to pay digital
TV network rent to MCOT if the network
provider revises details in its invoice docu-
ment in accordance with what both sides
agreed.

Voice TV said in a release that it pre-
pared a cheque for MCOT on Oct 14 but
suspended the payment after finding incor-
rect information in the invoice. The amount
of payment was not disclosed by Voice TV.

“We will definitely pay digital TV net-
work rental fees to MCOT after our negotia-
tions are concluded,” Voice TV said.

The 19-month rent covers the period
from November 2014 to May 2016.

An executive of Voice TV said the digi-
tal TV channel decided to rent the digi-
tal TV network from MCOT despite the
higher cost.

He said MCOT'’s network faced techni-
cal problems when Voice TV broadcast its
programmes. Moreover, the network itself
was not stable and delayed MCOT’s net-
work expansion due to its own financial
problems. This prevented Voice TV from
reaching its audiences as expected.

“That’s what why we couldn’t pay the
networkrents,” said the executive. “We want
some compensation and everythingis close
to a conclusion now.”

News ID: C-161018001091 (18 Oct 16/05:20)
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After Voice TV did not pay network
rents last Friday, both sides reopened
discussions yesterday.

Yesterday, the National Broadcasting
and Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) released a content broadcast guide-
line for digital TV operators and local cable
and satellite TV operators as well as inter-
net protocol television, who are licensed
by the regulator.

The national regulator has already asked
TV channels to suspend entertainment
broadcasts until Nov 12. The broadcasting
committee stated content from TV opera-
tors must not be impolite, amusing or vio-
lent during the mourning period.

“The broadcast of the mentioned con-
tent must strictly follow the NBTC guide-
lines, if some programmes are entertain-
ment the channels should not broadcast
them,” said Col Natee Sukonrat, chairman
of the NBTC's broadcasting committee.

TV shopping channels are also pro-
hibited during the 30-day period, and all
advertising must have reduced saturation
and not be entertaining. The regulator
wants TV channels to broadcast various
content honouring His Majesty the King,

“Ibelieve every TV operator is willing to
follow the NBTC guidelines, but they just
want clarity,” Col Natee said. “We asked
them to meet with us to acknowledge
the information.”

He said any TV operator refusing
to follow the NBTC guideline will be
fined, face a suspension of their licences
or face licence revocation.
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NBTC gets tough on insult sites

The national telecom regulator yesterday
sent an urgent letter to each of the local oper-
ating units of Facebook, YouTube, Line and
Twitter asking the world’s popular sites to
block websites insulting the monarchy.

“We need serious cooperation from
Facebook and YouTube to immediately
block the existing 120 webpages that we
found posting inappropriate content on
the famous social network and the video-
sharing sites,” said Takorn Tantasith, secre-
tary-general of National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission (NBTC).

“We also need strong cooperation from
Line and Twitter to block the usernames
thatwe discovered were posting comments
about the monarchy on the instant commu-
nication app and online social networking
service,” he said.

The NBTC has previously asked the
social media networking giants for cooper-
ation in the past few years, but theyignored
the regulator’s requests saying their web
servers are not located in Thailand.

Mr Takorn said the move by the NBTC
does not violate the fundamental right of
people to express their point of view or state
their opinions openly.

But posting comments that insult the
monarchy violates Thai laws because they
propagate false information with bad inten-
tion, seriously damaging the prestige of His
Majesty the King.

Mr Takorn said the NBTC will send the
list of 120 webpages or URLSs to Facebook
and YouTube service providers in Thailand
by tomorrow for blocking.

[

television as well as social media networks.

“We will maintain close contacts with
the two companies to keep track of their
response,” he said.

The NBTC will create an official account
onFacebooktodayin order to provide accu-
rate information to the public and allow
people to file complaints against those
posting inappropriate content through
online media.

“We want to urge Thai people to display
their opposition to those posting inappro-
priate comments by neither pressing Like
nor sharing the comments,” Mr Takorn said.
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The NBTC has opened a centre to monitor inappropriate content broadcast on radio and

e

People who discover inappropriate
content can contact the Ministry of Digital
Economy and Society’s 1212 call centre, the
NBTC's 1200 call centre, or email the NBTC
atweb_report@nbtc.go.th.

The NBTC yesterday officially opened
a centre for monitoring content broadcast
on radio and television as well as social
media networks.

Located at the NBTC's headquarters,
there are 10 staff working at the centre
around-the-clock service, divided into
three eight-hour shifts.
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