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Govt petitions embassies over lese majeste fugitives

THE NATION

JUSTICE MINISTER Paiboon
Koomchaya yesterday said he had
signed letters to be sent to seven
foreign countries where 19 Thai
fugitives wanted on lese majeste
charges were staying in the latest
attempt to force their return to
Thailand.

The letter would be sent to for-
eign countries via their ambassa-
dors in Bangkok, Paiboon said.

The minister did not identify
the 19 suspects, who he said were
actively committing lese majeste
offences. The letters specified
where the fugitives lived, he said.

“I wish to notify those ambas-
sadorsforthem torealise the fugi-
tives’ inappropriate movement
and to ask them to understand
Thai people’s feelings,” Paiboon
said.

Thailand understands that
other countries do not have lese
majeste laws, Paiboon said, but he
would ask allies to understand
people’s feelings.

“Though they do not have the
same laws, they may help by mon-
itoring them so that they donotdo
anything to hurt the feelings of
Thai people. Our move does not
violate the sovereignty of those
countries,” he said.

The letters were not the first
effortby authorities to alert foreign
countries about fugitives overseas,
Paiboon said.

Meanwhile, National police
chief Pol General Chakthip
Chaijinda said police had arrested
morethan 12 suspects, issued eight
arrest warrants and were prepar-
ing to file two charges regarding
lese majeste cases since the pass-
ing of HM the Kinglast Thursday.

Police throughout the country
have been instructed to step up
enforcementregardinglese majeste
offences, Chakthip said. Since
October 13, of the eight who have
arrest warrants, two have already
been arrested,” Chakthip said.

Referring to people who post-
ed lese majeste statements on
social networks and fled to foreign
countries, Chakthip said police
were cooperating with foreign
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countries to bring them home to
face justice.

Since the King’s death, there
have beenreports of posts on social
networks that were perceived as
lese majeste, inciting people who
objected to the posts to mob the
suspects’homes and businesses. A
woman in Surat Thani province
was forced to prostrate herself
before HM’s portraitafter alleged-
ly insulting the monarch.

Prime Minister Prayut Chan-
o-cha asked the public not to cre-
ate disputes during the grieving
period following the King’s death
and refrain from drawing the late
monarch into conflicts.

Government spokesman Lt-
General Sansern Kaewkamnerd
quoted Prayut as saying that unity
was now needed as much as possi-
ble. “Thailand needs security, the
poweroffaith and love fromall peo-
pleinordertomoveon,” Prayutsaid.

Disputes would destroy the
country’s image in the eyes of the
foreign community, he added.

Sansern said he had been very
upset to learn about insults to the

monarchy as well as the retaliato-
ry assaults.

“I wish to request that people
should keep inside their personal
feelings if they go against those of
peoplein general. Otherwise, they
could face outrage that results in
assaults.”

People who encounter improp-
er behaviour should report it to
security authorities, Sansern said,
adding that people should refrain
from forwarding insulting online
posts.

The government and the
National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) have teamed up to mon-
itor around 100 people and more
than 600 URLsthatallegedly pro-
vided inappropriate content
deemed insulting to the monarch
and harmful to national security,
said Deputy PM Prajin Juntong.

Authorities will also upgrade
the Cyber Security Operation
Centre to conduct 24-hour obser-
vation of indecent websites and
information with implications for
national security.
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BEREAVEMENT

Advertising spending drops
amid national mourning

NANAT SUCHIVA

Advertising spending on all media outlets
is forecast to plummet by at least 5% in the
fourth quarter of the year as the country
mourns the loss of His Majesty the King.

Wannee Ruttanaphon, vice-chairman of
the Media Agency Association of Thailand
(MAAT), said the ad industry would face a
sharp drop because the business sector is
not in a celebratory mood.

Free TV channels are strictly following
government guidelines to suspend the
broadcast of entertainment content for
30 days until Nov 12 to pay tribute to the
late King.

That means commercial ads on TV will
disappear for a month but some companies
started placing condolence ads instead.

“Normally, ad spending in the fourth
quarter is much higher than the other quar-
ters as itis the festive season,” Ms Wannee
said. “But the 5% fall in the last quarter
will make full-year ad spending drop more
than 5%.”

The MAAT earlier forecast that total ad
spending this year would grow by 4% from
122 billion baht last year. During the first
nine months, ad spending fell nearly 5.4%

News ID: C-161020001058 (20 Oct 16/05:06)
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due to the economic slowdown.

Ms Wannee said the mourning mood
would eventually affect ad spending by
brands as they may cancel their adsin many
media outlets.

The National Broadcasting and Tel-
ecommunications Commission (NBTC)
said brands and companies could use black
and white tones in their ads and the content
must not entertain. Some brands are plac-
ing condolence ads instead.

She predicted that restrictions on impo-
lite, amusing or violent content during
the mourning period would last at least
three months.

Both domestic and international brands
understand the mourning atmosphere and
some have adjusted their marketing plans.
Media agencies have to change their media
planning for clients as well.

“Actually, it's not the right time for adver-
tising on every media outlet. If anyone airs
a normal ad during this mouming period,
it will face a social sanction for sure,” said
Ms Wannee.

Newspapers, she said, could enjoy brisk
sales as people want to read news about
the passing of His Majesty and collect
some issues. There are condolence ads in
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newspapers for a certain period. However,
ad spending on newspapers is still down
with a 17% drop in the first nine months.
“It’s too early to say that ad spending
on newspapers will see a big rise this year
even though newspapers have been sold
out during the past week,” Ms Wannee said.
MAAT chairman Triluj Navamarat
recently said the economic downturn and
unpredictable political situation have hit

consumer confidence. This prompted
many companies to shift their ad budgets
to cheaper media platforms such as online
and out-of-home media.

Meanwhile, many digital TV operators
have rearranged their TV programme line-
ups during the 30-day mourning period
and most of them broadcast content hon-
ouring His Majesty.

Surachai Chetchotisak, chief executive
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A large billboard
displays a
condolence
message for His
Majesty the King
on Ratchadamnoen
Avenue. Ad
spending is
expected to decline
in the fourth
quarter during the
mourning

period. KRIT
PROMSAKA NA
SAKOLNAKORN

of SET-listed RS Plc, said Channel 8 agreed
with the NBTC guidelines and has already
adjusted its programmes by airing a lot of
documentary content related to His Maj-
esty’s works and the tone is softer.

Kematat Paladesh, president of PPTYV,
said the strict broadcasting guidelines
have had a minimal affect on the digital
TV channel because the content is mostly
news and sports.
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