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Headline: TV stations given greater freedom during mourning period

Clip: Full Color

TV stations given greater freedom during mourning period

THE NATION

MEDIA bodies have revised their guide-
lines for advertising and content distri-
bution to ease business conditions dur-
indg the 30-day national mourning peri-
od.

After a meeting yesterday with free-
to-air television operators, the broad-
casting committee of the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications

Commission decided to grant them
greater freedom to show prime-time
dramas for children and families and
also paid commercials.

However, they must strictly abide by
the guidelines for TV stations during the
mourning period.

The Advertising and Sign Producing
Association (ASPA) also released new
guidelines for out-of-home advertise-
ments.

News ID: C-161021003060 (21 Oct 16/06:11)
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ASPA president Chakkrit Khem-
thong said the lights of all static bill-
boards must be turned off at night
during the mourning period, while
digital screens must display condo-
lence messages instead of advertis-
ing. Other kinds of out-of-home
media such as in-store, light boxes
and transit media must also follow
these guidelines.

The Digital Agency Association
(Thailand) advised all advertisers
and media agencies to suspend all
online advertisements until yester-
day and refrain from all entertain-
ment-related, inappropriate and dis-
respectful content including those
with extremely colourful visuals.

After Facebook pulled all ads last
Friday, the social-media giant is
resuming delivering advertising
today.
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Headline: Negotiations with clients going well: MCOT DIGITAL TV NETWORK COMPLAINTS

Negotiations
with clients
going well: MCOT

DIGITAL TV NETWORK COMPLAINTS

WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THE NATION

MCOT said yesterday that its nego-
tiations with its transmission-net-
work clients Thairath TV, Voice TV
and Springnews TV were now pro-
ceeding constructively, suggesting
that all viewers of those digital TV
channelswere lesslikelyto be incon-
venienced.

Piset Chiyasak, acting president
ofthe state media enterprise, said his
company had been discussing with
those TV broadcasters a proper solu-
tion for their griev-
ances after they sus-
pended some pay-
ments oftheirleasing

The three are
using MCOT’s digital
TV backbone net-
work to transmit
their broadcasts.

Thairath TV, Voice TV and
Springnews TV have claimed that
MCOT was way behind schedule
with its roll-out of its transmission
network, while transmission quali-
ty was also much poorer than they
had been led to believe.

Piset acknowledged that because
of some internal difficulties, the
expansion of its digital-TV trans-
mission network in the first year of
operation was behind plan.
However, the company had achieved
its target in the second year.

Addressing the lessees’ com-
plaints, MCOT offered them reme-
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THE THREE CLAIMED
THAT MCOT WAS WAY

fees. BEHIND SCHEDULE WITH
THE ROLL-OUT OF ITS
TRANSMISSION NETWORK.

dial measures such as appropriate
discounted rates during the first
year, he said.

The broadcasting regulator has
agreed in principle to the request
from MCOT along with other
providers of digital-transmission
networks that want permission to
terminate leases with broadcasters.

On Monday, Natee Sukonrat,
chairman of the broadcasting com-
mittee of the National Broadcasting
and Telecommunications
Commission, said his panel had
given the green light to the requests
from those digi-
tal-TV network
operators for a
way to get out of
theirleases ifthey
could reach an
agreement with
their clients.

The regulator
has stressed that
such changes could affectlocal view-
ers one way or another, so to win its
approval, the network providers
must notify their clients at least 30
days in advance of their intention to
end the lease early and help the
clients to transfer to a new trans-
mission provider.

Network providers mustalso pre-
pare appropriate measures to pre-
vent disruption of services to view-
ers.

Given the panel’s decision, it is
hoped that the negotiations between
the two sides can produce positive
results, Natee said.
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