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m REGULAR TV AND RADIO RESUMES FROM NOV 18 1B

Regular TV, radio programming
may resume on November 18

WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THE NATION

NORMAL radio and television programmes
are expected to return on November 18, accord-
ing to the latest meeting of the broadcasting
regulator and executives from free-to-air TV
stations.

The resumption of normal programming
with commercials will follow the conclusion of
the 30-day mourning period for the media
industryafterthedeath of His Majesty the King.

The request to resume normal program-
ming was raised yesterday by representatives
from digital terrestrial TV broadcasters.

In response to the request, Natee Sukonrat,
chairman ofthe broadcasting committee at the
National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission, said he
would raise the matter for consideration at a
meeting on Monday.

“If the panel agrees with this request, it will
also implement it for radio broadcasting serv-
ices,” Natee added.

TV and radio stations suspended their com-
mercials and top-rated entertainment line-
ups after a government request to pay tribute
to His Majesty the King Bhumibol Adulyadej,
who passed away on October 13.

The broadcasting committee, which is play-
ing the role of coordinator between the gov-
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ernmentand radio and TV operators over the
matter, understands the tough situation the
operators are in. Therefore, on Wednesdaythe
panel made a decision at a special meeting to
ease some restrictions to help financially
struggling digital-TV operators.

Under the newly revised guidelines, radio
and TV stations will be able to announce the
names of advertisers and sponsors or display
the logos of sponsors while broadcasting for
the rest of mourning period.

Last week, the broadcasting committee
decided to grantthem greater freedom to show
prime-time dramas for children and families
and paid commercials, but TV stations must
strictly abide by the guidelinesimposed by the
watchdog.

Despite the greater flexibility, TV channels
and the advertising agencies are still hesitant
about broadcasting ads under these unique
conditions.

Chalakorn Panyashom, chiefoperating offi-
cer of Workpoint Entertainment, the operator
of Workpoint TV, said some major advertisers
were apparently confused about what to show;,
and his station felt the same way.

“Some advertisers decided to replace their
planned ads with amessage of condolence over
the death of Thailand’s revered King. The ad
replacements have been in effect since
Saturday;” he said.
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DIGITAL ECONOMY

Draft bills due for hearing

Concern over data
privacy and security

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The first public hearing on the cybersecu-
rity and data privacy draft bills, the most
critical component for a bill passage, is
scheduled to take place in December after
almost six months of delay.

The public hearing process is expected
to be completed within this year. The
two draft bills are expected to take effect
by 2017.

If the bills pass the hearings, they are
then submitted to the National Legislative
Assembly (NLA) for approval, said ACM
Prajin Juntong, acting minister of the Digi-
tal Economy (DE) and Society.

The bills will address both data privacy
and data security to ensure organisations
take greater responsibility for cybersecu-
rity and support the digital ecosystem.

ACM Prajin admitted the two draft bills
are being closely watched by critics who
have expressed concerns over the ben-
efits of using digital service, e-business
and state measures governing data secu-
rity protection.

“We [the government] will try our best
to serve the public interest,” he said.

The government is pushing up pro-
cesses implementing the digital econ-
omy-related laws in a drive to comple-
ment the development of the country’s
digital economy.

There are eight draft bills related to
digital economy laws that need to be
approved by the NLA to accomplish the
implementation of the country’s digital
economy roadmap.
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As of now, however, the government
can enforce only a draft bill related to the
establishment of the DE Ministry, which
was announced in the Royal Gazette
last month.

Surangkana Wayuparb, chief executive
of the Electronic Transactions Develop-
ment Agency (ETDA), said the draft bill
promoting the digital economy will be
submitted to the NLA this month and is
expected to take effect by year-end.

The Digital Economy Promotion draft
bill will enable the establishment of the
National Economy and Society Develop-
ment committee and the establishment of
the Digital Economy and Society Develop-
ment fund, she said.

The draft of the new National Broad-
casting Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) law is being revised by a com-
mittee of the NLA before submission to
Assembly members for voting, while the

amended Computer Crime Act (CCA) draft
bill is under hearing,

Mrs Surangkana said the first public
hearing of CCA draft billwas made on Sept
30, with the second hearing scheduled for
next month.

Lastweek, critics complained the recent
draft amendment of the CCA at a public
forum fails to prevent wrongful interpreta-
tions and applications of the law.

The main problem with the amended
CCA is that its definition of “offences”
under Section 14 is too broad, which
could lead to abuse. The CCA has proven
a powerful tool to silence human rights
defenders reporting alleged abuse, as well
as activists who exercise free speech.

The problem has not been solved in
the latest draft, despite repeated calls from
rights bodies such as Amnesty Interna-
tional and the Thai Netizen Network to
address this.
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NBTC APPROVES REQUEST
FOR BROADBAND BUDGET

The telecom committee of the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commission yesterday gave the nod to a
request from the NBTC office to include in
the agency’s next fiscal-year plan the
Bt89.9 million budget needed for surveying
the areas for its broadband Internet
roll-out.

Theroll out aims to cover 12,000 villages
nationwide.

The budget includes the cost of drafting
the project’s specification details.
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